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PREFACE 

BY THE KEY. THOMAS TOLLBB. 



My valued friend, the compiler of the following 
" Facts and Incidents,^' thinks it desirable that 
some explanation should be given of the reaaons 
that have induced him to undertake this work, 
which, if performed at all, might seem naturally 
to devolve upon a son of the deceased pastor. 

The state of the case is this : — ^Mr. Coleman, 
in common with myself, was brought up from his 
infancy under the ministry of my late father, and 
most of the facts and incidents related are within 
the personal recollections of us' both. But Mr. 
Coleman enjoyed the special advantage of being 
master of the system of short-hand in which all 
my father's sermons were written, and feeling a 
deep interest in all that pertained to the revered 
pastor of his youth, he has given much attention 



Uj ihese ^hort-faand mazmscriptSy lo wliich he has 
alvATS had un n i iwa f e d access. 

These cmmmstances ^vety happihr, in my 
ofniiioii) suggested to him the thooght of pre- 
paring the Tohmie now {Resented to the pobfic. 

The touching and hallowed recollections with 
which these ''Facts and Incidoits'' aie asso- 
ciated in oar minds invest than with a charm 
which cannot be expected in an eqnal degree to 
affect the hearts of strangers^ bnt it is hoped they 
will not be uninteresting to Christians at large, 
and the cordial thanks of the &mily are felt to be 
doe to Mr. Coleman for this labour of love. 



THOMAS TOLLEE. 



Kettering, 26th Oct., 1864. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER I. 

The Deacons' Inteeview .... 1 

CHAPTER n. 
The Place and the People . . .5 

CHAPTER in. 
Entbance on the Pastorate . . .10 

CHAPTER lY. 
The Student and his Tutor . .16 

CHAPTER V. 
First Admissions to the Church — a Case of 

Eminent Piety . . . . .22 

CHAPTER VI. 
Seasons of Personal Affliction Improved . 29 

CHAPTER Vn. 
Early Death op a Beloved Wife . . .38 

CHAPTER Yni. 
A Festive Occasion Improved . . .57 

CHAPTER IX. 
Death of Relatives Admonitory . . 68 

CHAPTER X. 
Invitations to Remove to another Sphere of 

Labour . . . . . .70 



VIU CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER XI. 

PA.OV 

A ReMABKABLE CONYEBSIOX . . .76 

CHAPTER Xn. 
Impbovement of Providential Dispensations . 84 

CHAPTER Xin. 
The Character op the Pious and Useful Maiden 

Lady ...... 101 

CHAPTER XIV. 

Character Influenced by a Suitable Connection 

— ^decided by an affecting bereavement 107 

CHAPTER XV. 

Two aged Deacons of the Church Removed — 

THEIR Character Described . . .114 

CHAPTER XVI. 
Christian Meekness Exemplified . . . 124 

CHAPTER XVn. 

Mental Derangement followed by a Happy Re- 
covery * . . . • . . 128 

CHAPTER XVni. 

Reflections on Thirty Years op Pastoral Labour, 
AND AN Improvement of the Fortieth Anniver- 
sary of the Ministry .... 133 

CHAPTER XTX. 
Early and Eminent" Piety .... 143 

CHAPTER XX. 

Connection with the British and Foreign Bible 

Society ...... 147 

CHAPTER XXI. 
Characteristics of the Ministry . . 1-53 



FACTS AND INCIDENTS IN THE LIFE 

AND MINISTRY 

OV THX LAIB 

REV. THOMAS NORTHCOTE TOLLER. 



CHAPTER I. 

THE deacons' interview. 

Me. W. and Mr. C, the senior deacons of an 
Independent Church that had been for a short 
season without a pastor, having appointed a time 
for meeting at the house of the former, for talking 
over affairs, the following conversation took 
place :— 

Mr, W. Were you not interested with the 
services of the student that has been here the 
last three Sabbaths ? Is he not rather remark- 
able for one of so early an age ? 

Mr. 0, Yes, he certainly appears to be a 
promising young man ; but I am afraid that he 
is too young and inexperienced for us, especially 
in the present state of the congregation. 

Mr. W. From the attractive nature of his 
preaching, and the excellent spirit he manifestH, 

1 



2 THE DEACONS^ INTERVIEW. 

I think he will be likely to gather again our 
scattered congregation, and that he may be the 
means of eflTecting much good amongst us. 

Mr. C. It is rather doubtful to me whether 
his views are settled on some of the great points 
of the gospel, and I fear lest he should not 
embrace a sound theological system ; that he may 
preach error blended with truth, and we know 
the sad effects that this might produce. 

Mr. W. It appears to me from the discourses 
we have heard, that he is most decidedly evan- 
gelical, and he discovers much of the spirit of 
devotion. What could be more suitable for the 
commencement of his ministry than the subject 
on which he first preached to us, " Unto you is 
the word of this salvation senf ? 

Mr. C. That is very just ; but still I think it 
would be wise on our part, and on his, to have a 
somewhat lengthened trial before he is invited to 
take the pastoral charge ; and then, if the people 
generally unite in a call, I shall not let my indi- 
vidual opinion, if it should not fuUy coincide with 
theirs, have any weight in the matter. 

Mr. W. You are aware that his excellent tutor 
recommended him strongly, and declares that he 
is one that will grow upon us. 

(Enter Mr. N., another deacon of the church.) 

Mr. N. I am sorry, my friends, I could not 
be with you sooner, but I have been unexpectedly 
detained. I suppose you have had some conver- 
sation respecting the young minister who has 
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been recommended to us, and has lately sup- 
pUed us. 

Mr. W. Yes, we have, and shall now be glad 
to have your opinion and advice. 

Mr, JV. I find that he is making a very favour- 
able impression on the congregation. The young 
people are very much pleased with him ; and 
there are some that have wandered from us, who 
having heard him, resolve to return if he becomes 
our minister. 

Mr. 0, These things are favourable, but we 
must not place much dependence on first impres- 
sions. Suppose we were to invite him as a pro- 
bationer for twelve months ; then, a better judg- 
ment could be formed, and we should see what 
the prospects were. 

Mr. W. I should prefer a shorter period, that 
we might have the prospect of an earlier settle- 
ment. Should such a proposal be made, and he 
refuse so long a trial, I would say, let it be for 
only half that time, rather than give him up ; 
such, however, appears to be his humility and self- 
diffidence, that I do not think he would refuse 
the longer trial. 

Mr, G. He is also well aware of the unhappy 
circumstances that have occurred, and of the 
present unsettled state of the congregation, so 
that I think it might appear to him most prudent 
to adopt such a plan. 

Mr. N. I am afraid that to leave the matter in 
a state of suspense so long will prove a disappoint- 
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raent to some, but it might be brought before 
them, and we should then see to what decision 
the people generally lean if we appoint a meeting 
for the purpose. 

To this point the deacons came. After a 
meeting was held, and influenced by the decided 
opinion of two or three wise and good men, the 
people generally agreed to a probation that should 
extend over the next twelve months. An invita- 
tion to this effect was presented to the young 
minister, who willingly became a probationer for 
the period proposed. 



CHAPTER 11. 

THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE. 

The preceding conversation may be sufficient to 
introduce the reader to the narrative we now pre- 
sent. In the town of Kettering, in the county of 
Northampton, containing, at the time when our 
history commences, about three thousand inha- 
bitants, there was in the latter half of the last 
century what was considered to be, for such a 
town, a large Independent meeting-house, built 
in the year 1723, though the congregation ori- 
ginated with the Act of Uniformity in the year 
1662. The house had nothing attractive in its 
exterior, being built after the fashion of the old 
Nonconformist places of worship. It was a square 
building, mostly of brick, with a double roof, 
large pulpit windows, and other lights in propor- 
tion. Within, it was well pewed in the area, with 
aisles wide enough to allow free sittings for the 
poor. It had three rather deep galleries, with 
two broad staircases open to the meeting. There 
was the deep and substantial oaken pulpit, with 
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a large sounding-board overhead. A chandelier, 
with twenty-four sockets, given by a gentleman 
in London, hung in the centre of the place, sur- 
mounted by a dove, with an olive-branch in its 
mouth. In its early days, this was called the 
Great Meeting, for the other dissenting places in 
the town could not compare with it in point of 
size. The congregation was numerous, and made 
a good appearance on the morning of the Sabbath, 
but on the afternoon of that day all the sittings 
would be occupied, and some of the hearers would 
be standing. 

They had not then made the wonderful dis- 
covery, which appears to have come to light in 
our day, that the minister cannot preach, and the 
people cannot hear, on the afternoon of the 
Sabbath. 

If the reader would like to know how this 
Nonconformist congregation was raised and main- 
tained, we can present him with the following 
brief statement : — 

At the early period to which we have before 
referred, there was a minister of considerable 
eminence for piety and usefiilness, the Rev. J. 
Maidwell, who oflSciated in the parish church of 
this town, having become rector in the time of 
the Commonwealth. He was connected with the 
Puritan ministers, who frequently held their meet- 
ings and delivered their lectures here. But when 
the time of the restoration of Charles II. arrived, 
they quickly saw that days of trial were coming. 
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and they prepared to meet them. The king's 
promises were falsified ; a new Act of Uniformity 
passed. It was designed to exclude them, and 
they saw that they could not keep a good con- 
science and remain in the church. 

They sacrificed their place and their emolu- 
ments in the one to secure the other. Mr. M 

came out from the church ; and there were a num- 
ber of his hearers who had profited by his ministry, 
and now sympathized with his views and feelings, 
that wished him still to be their pastor. He, 
therefore, did not depart from the town, but con- 
tinued to minister to them as he had opportunity. 
They met with opposition ; threat enings of fines 
and imprisonment hung over them. The pastor, 
at one time, was obliged to flee to escape im- 
prisonment. When absent, he wrote kind, aflec- 
tionate, faithful letters of consolation and advice. 
The storm blew over, and he returned. During 
the time of the indulgence granted, a^ meeting- 
house was built for him ; and, after some years of 
labour and trial, he died in peace, leaving a testi- 
mony behind him to the power of that gospel 
which he had preached and loved, while there were 
many living witnesses to the Divine blessing on 
his ministry. 

Such was the origin of the Independent con- 
gregation at Kettering. It went on, passing 
through some changes, and having several suc- 
cessive pastors during its early history. At 
length one was chosen, who was a descendant 



im ..^iD !!Hfi ^'■DF^a. 



rPmnptmr jbr iiK*^ nxii -is«»miTn»5R ; Tiidkfr iim lie 
Clinrr!!! :&iirbHU*d. 3ur id wau tiafi jiF in tie 

Ben^iiiniiL 3oyce. jiauiip?tL ^llIl i ^jc%£ ie^^sc of 

w!ts • r>rf«T WP<f jy i snjrt ^eiiguii JL £scor»i ami d&* 

Tailed. :3o 2a 12a cause dte r^anciral mi zha jninh^sr, 
leaving die people in & tirrideiiy conctmiiUTqa 
state. 

Tbia was thfiir uzLEiapDT condrsioii afi die tiDie 
wheDL tiie comparsSTTely joosifal scoidesLti^ Mr. T. 
N. Toller, to wiioni oor narc&ciii^ especally r^&rs, 
waa introduced among' thjem. 

It was a great adrantage to tbis Chnsdan So- 
ciety that there weie some men of ezninent piety 
and practical wisdom presiding' amongst them ; for 
thoQ]^ these conld not pierent the unhallowed 
f4E^l]ng8 that had been manifested when difference 
of opinion arose as to the preaching of the former 
miniHter^ yet they were able to do mnch in 
arranging for the choice of a successor^ and in 
bringing things into a better state, under one 
who was found to be acceptable to the body of 
ih(j people. It needed, however, much discretion 
on tlioir part, and much cautiou on the part of 
tlio y<MJTig minister, and these were not wanting 
uu oithur side. 



THE PLACE AND THE PEOPLE. ^ 

The invitation to the twelvemonths^ probation 
having been accepted, the period was passed 
through with increasing interest and useftdness, 
and at the close a very cordial invitation was given 
to the pastoral oflSce. 



CHAPTER m. 

ENTRANCE ON THE PASTORATE. 

" Have you heard the good news V^ said Mrs. S., 
on entering the house of a friend. 

'' I am not aware of having heard anything of 
a very pleasing nature. What is it you mean ?'^ 
replied Mrs. N. 

Mrs. 8, I have just been informed that Mr. 
Toller has accepted the invitation, and that he 
will now sustain the relation of a pastor to us. 

Mrs. N, Well, that is truly pleasing ; we have 
reason to present our thanksgiving to God for 
such a favour. I do truly think that he is the 
man to unite us together, and to be a real bless- 
ing amongst us. 

Mrs. 8. I understand that those of our aged 
friends, whose wishes are not quite met in the 
preaching of Mr. Toller, are willing to make every 
allowance for his early years, and cordially to 
yield to the general feeling in his favour. 

Mrs. N. After our days of distance and dis- 
cord, it does afford to us a prospect of the most 
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pleasing nature. Oh, may peace ever remain 
within the walls of our Zion ; and may prosperity 
attend her. 

Such were the feelings with which the pious 
part of the people welcomed the intelligence that 
was now circulated through the congregation; 
and which gave rise very generally to expressions 
of congratulation and praise. But the feelings 
of the pastor were chastened by an humble 
estimate of his own ability to meet the claims of 
such a people, and by the consideration of his 
comparative youth and inexperience. Much as 
there was in the spirit they manifested towards 
him to gratify the best feelings of his heart, yet 
many fears arose within lest it should not prove 
a permanent and happy settlement. But this, 
no doubt, was overruled for good, as promoting 
his dependence on Divine aid, connected with 
diligence in study, and fervency in prayer. 

The day of ordination was fixed; suitable 
arrangements were made; and the season was 
anticipated with mingled feelings of solemnity 
and delight. 

The Ordination Service has been regarded 
as a season of great interest by many Congre- 
gational Churches. They do not view these 
services as giving any authority to the pastor 
to teach, or as investing him with any right 
of office in that congregation, which he did not 
before possess. The invitation of the church, 
and the acceptance of it by the minister, consti- 
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tute all that is essential to this connection. But 
what is denominated the Ordination Service, is 
like a pubhc ratification of that connection ; and 
principally consists in the pastors of other churches 
coming together on an appointed day to oflTer 
solemn prayer, and to give suitable counsel to 
the minister and people, while a statement is 
presented of the great principles on which such 
churches are formed; an account given of the 
steps which have led to the formation of the con- 
nection, and of the views and purposes of the 
minister who has been chosen. 

At this Ordination Service there were present 
a relative of the pastor, Rev. Thomas Toller, who 
was a minister in London — ^his beloved tutor, 
also, the Rev. Thomas Robins, to whom he was 
most warmly attached; and a highly valued 
ministerial friend from Hackney, the Rev. Samuel 
Palmer, with a number of other ministers from 
the places adjacent. There was much solemnity, 
earnestness, and aflfection, pervading the different 
engagements of the day ; while kind congratula- 
tions were offered to the pastor and his flock. 
This was considered as a full entrance on the 
work of the ministry in that congregation. We 
cannot look on the position of a young minister, 
now but twenty years of age, taking the over- 
sight of such a people, to preside in all their 
religious services, to conduct by free prayer the 
devotions of the sanctuary, to present divine 
truth to them in the stated solenmities of the 
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Sabbath, and at other seasons, to have several 
hundreds of hearers looking up to hiTn to be 
their guide in the things of God, and as an under 
shepherd to watch over them in the Lord, and to 
conduct them to all the pastures of divine truth 
and grace, without feeling that it must press with 
great weight on the sensitive mind, and that it 
must at times almost bow the spirit down under 
a sense of the difficulties that may attend the 
position, and the responsibilities which it in- 
cludes. The heart-thrilling lines of the excellent 
Doddridge, often sung on these occasions, are felt 
to have peculiar weight. 



C€ 



^Tis not a cause of small import 
The pastor^ s care demands ; 

But what might fill an angel's heart. 
And filled a Saviour's hands." 



The minister with deep emotion exclaims, 
" Who is sufficient for these things ?" and if it 
were not for the resources found in the promises 
and grace of his God, the provisions of the gos- 
pel, and the throne of grace, he must turn with 
despondency away from such a work; but, he 
feels the truth, and rejoices in it, " Our sufficiency 
is of God.'' He looks above, and seems to hear his 
Redeemer say, " My grace is sufficient for thee." 
'^ Lo, I am with you always." Placing his de- 
pendence here, he girds on the armour, follows 
the Captain of Salvation, and has his heart 
animated and cheered with the word, " Be then 
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faithftil unto death, and I "will give thee a crown 
oflife/^ 

Thus commenced a connection, which was 
continued with increasing comfort and improve- 
ment ; and which lasted, amidst all the changes 
incident to human aflGairs, with undiminished 
interest, for forty-five years. As regards its 
efficient cause, we ascribe this to the gracious 
influence and watchfiil care of the Great Shepherd 
of Israel, from whom all good proceeds; but, 
under Him, it is to be ascribed partly to the 
state of the people, and very much to the distin- 
guished prudence and wisdom of the pastor, 
combined with his talents, his piety, * and his 
Christian temper. He was not one to listen to 
tales of what had taken place iu days past ; nor 
was he one that wished to be making changes, 
with a determination to have his own way, which 
generally leads to contention and alienation. 
Nor was he one to make a party, and have 
favourites, or to treat any with distance and 
disdain ; but with much benevolence, and kind- 
ness of feeling, he attended to the interests of 
the flock. He breathed the spirit of peace, and 
sought to promote it amongst all. He felt that 
all hope of comfort and usefiilness would be 
gone, if unity and concord did not prevail. 
Ardently would he breathe forth the prayer, 
'' Let peace be within thy walls, and prosperity 
within thy palaces. For my brethren and com- 
panions' sake, I would still say. Peace be within 
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thee. Because of the House of the Lord my 
God, I will seek thy good/^ And extending the 
fervent desire to the whole Christian Church, he 
would plead, ^^ May grace be with all them that 
love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity/' 



c 
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CHAPTER IV. 

THE STUDENT AND HIS TUTOR. 

Before we conduct the reader to the particular 
incidents of the pastor's life, we shall set before 
him the relation that subsisted between the stu- 
dent and his tutor, for it was one distinguished 
by much affection on the part of the tutor, and 
by peculiar deference and strength of attachment 
on the part of the student. 

It was in a small but respectable town in the 
west of England, South Petherton, Somersetshire, 
where our student first drew his breath. He 
descended from a Nonconformist family of some 
eminence ; his father was an attorney of consider- 
able practice, and a brother of his father minis- 
tered to one of the Dissenting congregations in 
London. Both his parents were persons of emi- 
nent piety, and to their instruction, prayers, and 
example, with a stated attendance on the ministry 
of the gospel, this son of theirs ascribed his early 
impressions of the importance of rehgion. His 
mother manifested an affectionate solicitude for 
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his everlasting wel^re. On pne occasion, wben 
henad attained what she considered as a respon4|; 
sible age, she told him, with much seriousness, 
that she believed '^he was old eoa^ough to be 
judged,^^ trtiich ]&$jde a deep and lasting impres- 
sion on his heart. 

The familv devotions in the household of his 
father were lii accordano© with the practice of 
the early Nont5onformists» In after life he once 
said, " I remember when I was a boy, though 
without any rehgion at all, or any relish for the 
Sabbath, when we were all called together on a 
Sabbath evening, parents, and children, and 
servants, and we spent an hour in singing, my 
father reading a sermon and praying, I used to 
think then it was a beautiful sight, that we never 
seemed so much like a family, never seemed so . 
happy or harmonious, or loved one another so 
well as at such a time. I used to take a pleasure 
in it somehow, though I did not like religion, 
and it had its effect too through the evening and 
in the week. 

The devoted parents were anxious that this 
son should become a minister of the gospel. 
With this view he was sent, at the early age of 
fifteen, to a Dissenting academy, at Daventry, 
in Northamptonshire, that he might receive a 
suitable course of instruction previous to entering 
on the sacred oflSce. He passed with much credit 
through his academical course, and stood very 
high in the esteem of his theological tutor, 

2 
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Mr. Robins, for whom lie felt a very strong 
regard. The relation between them was of 
no common order. The tutor was considered 
to be remarkable for delicacy of taste and elegance 
of diction ; one who had a correct and beautifdl 
imagination, and could clothe his thoughts in 
language of the most classic purity. The quali- 
ties of his heart corresponded to those of his 
genius j and he retained to the last such an 
ascendancy over the minds of his former pupils 
in general, as nothing but worth of the highest 
order can produce. 

Mr. Toller was his senior student, and he 
taught and treated him as a son ; and he felt all 
the affection towards him of a son for a father. 
This affection continued undiminished to the last, 
so that though thirty years passed away from the 
close of the student's academical course to the 
death of the tutor, frequent intercourse and un- 
interrupted cordiality prevailed between them. 

When the tutor died, his former student went 
as one of the most sincere mourners to follow him 
to the grave; and on his return home he im- 
proved the affecting event to his own people, 
from the touching exclamation of Elisha when 
Elijah was taken away, ^' My father, my father, 
the chariot of Israel and the horsemen thereof. 
And he saw him no more.^^ 

No one who listened to that sermon could 
forget it. The tender and ardent attachment it 
manifested, and the high estimate it discovered 
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of the excellences of the tutor, were remarkable. 
On that occasion he said, '' I felt when I stood 
by his grave that I had lost a father, that I was 
interring a father^ for I always looked up to him 
and loved him, and venerated him as a parent, 
for truly he had been a father to me. I was his 
senior student ; the last and most important year 
of my academical course I spent under his roof 
and tuition ; he taught and treated me as a son. 
It was owing to his advice, under God, that I am 
this day standing in this pulpit; his decided 
opinion had more weight with me than that of 
everybody else. I did always implicitly confide 
in his judgment ; I was sure of his prudence- 
could entirely trust his fidehty. On a hundred 
occasions have I experienced his tenderness and 
his kindness ; and, blessed be God, never did I 
receive, in all my intercourse, a frown from him, 
while a hint, by way of reproof, from him would 
have had more weight, and gone farther into my 
heart, than a hundred stripes from another hand ; 
and during all the thirty-four years which have 
elapsed since I left his roof, I have always secretly 
considered him as my principal standing, stable 
friend, to whose judgment and kindness I could 
with most confidence look, under any particular 
difficulty, exigency, or perplexity, — so that I felt 
that I was burying a friend indeed.^' 

One paragraph which we have preserved from 
that discourse will show the view taken of 
the character of the departed :—'' As a man, 
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as a friend, a literary character, a person of 
general knowledge, an amiable, honourable^ up- 
right, uniform, devotional Christian, I never 
knew his equal. I can truly say with an emi- 
nent London minister, 'his was the completest 
character I ever knew/ Nor in this sense do I 
think that he has left his equal behind him ; there 
was such a coincidence, such a collection, such 
an assemblage of excellences, which were always 
very striking to his friends. Add to all this the 
richness and fulness of his piety, the evangelical 
and Scriptural consistency of his sentiments, the 
depth of his love to the Saviour, with his deep 
conviction of the truth of the gospel, and depen- 
dence upon it.'' 

That sermon was closed with the following ex- 
pressions : — " I will not go away, I thought, from 
this grave, saying, with the prophet, ' I shall see 
him no more.' Blessed be God for the hope that I 
shall see him again ! Yes, thy brother, thy 
father, thy minister, thy tutor, thy friend, shall 
rise again. May I but be honoured, my Judge, 
with a place at thy right hand, and with such an 
addition to my happiness as to be joined in ever- 
lasting bonds of friendship with him I so much 
Joved and honoured on earth, to improve and 
enjoy together to all eternity. Amen." 

This must be considered to be a very beauti- 
ful case. To see a tutor so conducting himself 
as to win the regard, to such a degree, of one to 
whom he stood simply in that relation ; and to 
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see a young, aflfectionate, and confiding mind, a 
mind of considerable mental power, but of strong 
sympathies, so firmly attached to one that had 
thus gained its regard. The influence of that 
tutor was felt through life on the spirit and 
course of his student, who was heard frequently 
to say that he never knew a wiser or better man. 



CHAPTER V. 

PIEST ADMISSIONS TO THE CHURCH — ^A CASE OP 

EMINENT PIETY. 

When a cliurcli is in an unsettled state, it is 
seldom that her numbers increase. The wastes 
of death remove some from the roll of member- 
ship, and fresh candidates do not come forward. 
But let these dark and cloudy days pass by, and 
a brighter sky appear, and there will soon be 
those springing up to be ''planted in the house 
of the Lord, who shall flourish in the courts of 
our God.'^ Thus it was with the church at 
Kettering. Shortly after the settlement of the 
pastor several candidates for the fellowship of 
the church were brought forward, and with great 
cordiality received. It was a season of deep 
interest to the pastor and his people, especially 
when it was found from the statements given 
that the labours of Mr. Toller had already re- 
ceived the Divine sanction and blessing, and had 
not been in vain in the Lord. 

But light and shade, joy and sorrow, are 
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intermingled in all the concerns and connections 
of human life ; so it was here. All appeared at 
the time to be pleasing, and on the whole satis- 
factory. But as time passes on, the events of 
life test character, and show whether principle is 
real or not. While most of these candidates 
held fast their profession, one of them declined, 
and forsook the ways of God ; and one of them, 
on the contrary, rose to great eminence in the 
Christian life. 

A young man in the medical profession, who 
was amongst the first that the pastor received 
into the fellowship of the church, after a few 
years became a grief of heart to him by acting 
inconsistently with the Christian profession, and 
departing from the ways of righteousness. The 
Act of Separation, or cutting off from the church, 
was almost too painftil to be undertaken in refer- 
ence to one concerning whom bright hopes had 
been entert^.ined, soon, alas! to be blighted. 
The lessons taught were most salutary : " Be not 
high-minded, but fear.'' '' Let him that thinketh 
he standeth, take heed lest he fall.'' 

But there was another among these first 
candidates for communion, who became not only 
" the hope,'' but '' a joy and a crown of rejoic- 
ing " to the pastor. This was a young female, 
who had very early in Ufe received impressions 
of the importance and value of real religion, and 
who could give an account of benefit derived 
from the means of grace at different seasons, and 
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of varied exercises of mind on religious subjects 
in the morning of life, till her decided choice was 
fixed on God her Saviour, and her heart was 
surrendered to Him. In the glowing feelings of 
early consecration she could sing — 



'^ happy day that fixed my choice 

On lliee, my Saviour and my Lord ; 
Well may this glowing heart rejoice. 
And spread its raptures all abroad/^ 

Her natural temper was very amiable. The 
milk of human kindness flowed through her 
soul. Religion appeared to be planted in a 
favourable soil, and to exhibit its most lovely 
fruits. But this amiability of temper, while it 
was a great advantage to her, as sanctified by 
Divine grace, proved, in some degree, a snare by 
leading her to take the most favourable view of 
others, so as to be in danger of being imposed 
upon by designing persons. This led to a false 
step in the most important relations in life. A 
young man sought her acquaintance. He knew 
that such was her spirit of piety that unless she 
had reason to think that he was the subject of 
religion, on principle she would have refused 
him, for she would decidedly consider herself at 
liberty to ^' marry only in the Lord.^^ He there- 
fore became a diligent attendant on the means 
of grace, both public and social; put on the 
appearance, and uttered sometimes the lan- 
guage of serious piety. His end was gained. 
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She believed him to be sincere, and they were 
married. 

But it was not long ere the mask was thrown 
off; in the close intercourse of daily hfe Mrs. 
Smith soon found that her partner did not 
sympathize with her spirit of piety and devotion. 
It became a great grief to her tender heart. She 
felt as if she had committed a great sin against 
her Lord by becoming so closely united to one 
who was not united to Him. It proved the 1)rial 
of all her future days. But she was the affec- 
tionate, faithfiil wife, through all. Her prayers, 
her entreaties, her tears, often testified her anxiety 
for the spiritual good of her partner; but all 
proved in vain to him. Still, she rose to the 
exigencies of her situation. She felt her special 
need of great grace from her God. It was sought 
and obtained ; and under the combined influence 
of the disciphne of Providence, and the means of 
grace on which she set a high value, with a con- 
tinued susceptibility of mind to Divine impres- 
sions, she became one of the most remarkable 
instances in the Church of eminent attainments in 
the divine life, drank deeply into the spirit of 
the gospel, had high enjoyment in sacred privi- 
leges. Her Sabbaths were days of high and 
hallowed interest. She had much secret com- 
munion with God. Amidst the cares of an in- 
creasing family, with the pressing duties of a 
wife and mother, she maintained her Christian 
consistency, and manifested much of the spirit of 
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a true follower of Christ. She became usefiil to 
others ; the pious dehghted in her converse ; the 
thoughtful and inquiring resorted to her for aid. 
Her devout attention in the sanctuary, her value 
for its services, the pleasuri and profit she 
derived from them, greatly encouraged her 
pastor. The path of this just one was '' as the 
shining light, which shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day.'' All was blended with 
much humiUty, self-diffidence, and meekness of 
spirit. 

But she was reserved for a remarkable dis- 
play of what Divine grace can do in a season of 
peculiar trial, and of what rehgion is in its power 
and glory in the time when it is most needed. 
The affliction which brought her down to death 
was the dreadful disease of cancer, and that of a 
kind the most trying and painful. For many 
months she suffered exceedingly. Through the 
whole her patience, resignation, consolation, yea, 
enjoyment, were most remarkable. The pastor 
observed that " it appeared as if God had heated 
the furnace seven-fold hotter to try the faith and 
patience of his favourite servant, and to make 
her graces to shine the brighter.'' Numbers 
resorted to her bed of affliction, to be edified 
and astonished at what they witnessed there. 
She died in the fiall possession of the faith and 
hope of the gospel, and with the full anticipation 
of entering into the joy of her Lord. For years 
she had been accustomed to speak with great 
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calnmess of dying as ^' going home ;*' then she 
saw that " the Lord God would be her everlast- 
ing light, and the days of her mourning would 
be ended.^^ 

A crowded congregation was gathered to- 
gether to hear her funeral sermon, when the 
pastor chose a passage expressive of eminent 
piety and assured hope — 1 John iii. 19 : ^' And 
hereby we know that we are of the truth, and 
shall assure our hearts before Him /* in which he 
pointed out the various causes which, under G od, 
contributed to her eminence in the divine life ; 
and he showed what were the results of these 
high attainments in the assured hope possessed, 
in the bright exhibition of the Christian temper, 
in the great supports received under trial, with 
much usefulness to others. 

To have had such a case, of one training up 
under the same stated ministry, evidently deriv- 
ing much of its nourishment and vigour from the 
public ordinances of Divine grace, as well as from 
more private intercourse with God, was enough 
to cheer and rejoice the heart of the pastor, and 
to animate him in his work. 

This was a remarkable case, but it was far 
from being the only instance of eminent piety that 
appeared in this Church of Christ, 

There were several others who exhibited much 
of the Christian temper, were remarkable for the 
spirit of devotion, for general consistency of 
conduct, and for advancing conformity to the 
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Redeemer. Several such examples we shall find 
in the records of the church, or in the accounts 
given of some of its members in the funeral ser- 
mons preached after their removal from this 
world. 



CHAPTER VI. 

SEASONS OP PERSONAL APFLICTFON IMPROVED. 

A SERIOUS interruption of pastoral labour by a 
season of affliction is sometimes blest to answer 
most important designs. On an attached con- 
gregation it is productive of good^ as leading to 
increasing thoughtftilness, more earnest prayer, 
and greater seriousness in improving the services 
of the sanctuary to the great purposes for which 
they are given. After such a season the pastor 
comes forth with an increase of humility, faith, 
affection, and fervency, as the result of his ex- 
perience in the chamber of affliction. 

In the early part of the year 1785, Mr. Toller 
was laid aside for a number of weeks by a dan- 
gerous attack of fever. In the first public service 
of the sanctuary after his restoration, he preached 
with peculiar .solemnity and affection from Acts 
XX. 24 — ^^ None of these things move me,^' etc* 
He introduced the subject by observing — " Your 
minister, my friends, once more stands before 
you a monument of sparing mercy, and you 
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are this day receiving him from the hand of Grod 
as one alire from the dead. Methinks it is 
natoral for each of you to ask me — Sir, you have 
been at the edge of the grave^ you have looked^ 
80 it were, into eternity ; what have you discovered 
there ? What have you to tell us on your return? 
You have been long confined to the instructive 
chamber of affliction^ what have you learned 
there ? How did you find things ? Was that 
religion you have been recommending to us 
almost this nine years all a broken reed, and an 
empty vision ? Or, when it came to the trial, 
was it that to you experimentally which you have 
been so long representing it to us doctrinally? 
Did you find your own preaching realized and 
confirmed by what you have gone through ? And 
can you speak more especially for the gospel as 
all in all than ever you could before ? In reply 
to these queries I have nothing to say about 
rapturous enjoyments, and great ecstacies, in my 
illness. But thus much I can assure you : I am 
BO for convincingly confirmed in the truth and 
excellency of the gospel, and have so far felt its 
power and supports in the near view of eternity, 
that I can think of no language that more folly 
expresses the sentiments of my heart than that 
of the text — ^None of these things move me, 
neither count I my life dear unto myself that I 
may finish my course with joy, and the ministry 
that I have received of the Lord Jesus to testify 
the Gospel of the grace of God/ I have not 
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time to dwell much on the connection. It is a 
noble and heroic declaration of the greatest of 
the apostles in prospect of bonds, and imprison- 
ment, and death; and it is a clause in that 
moving speech he made to the elders of Ephesus 
when he took his final farewell/' 

The text, it was observed, suggests two 
thoughts — ^viz., that there is such a thing as a 
joyful close to life, and that the greatest and best 
of men esteem life as nothing but as subservient 
to such a close. These thoughts were fully illus- 
trated in a number of particulars, and then some 
directions were given, which a season of affliction 
would furnish, to secure, through Divine grace, 
such a close to life. Amongst other directions 
this Was most impressively presented : — " Dread 
the thought of death-bed repentance. I had 
almost as soon hear a man talk about wish- 
ing never to be religious at all, as beginning to 
be so upon a death-bed. You will never finish 
your course with joy if you have anything to do 
then but to die. Oh, defer nothing important 
till then. ' Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, 
do it with thy might.' Oh, when you come to 
that interesting period, instead of having to 
begin to think of the gospel, and applying to the 
gospel, you will need all the comfort the gospel 
can give to calm your dying fears, and support 
your fainting heart. Instead of applying first to 
the gospel, you will need all that there is in the 
gospel to be applied to you. Oh, I thought when 
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at the worst, surely a hundred times, if I had never 
begun to think in earnest about my soul, if I had 
never apphed in earnest to the gospel till now, I 
should have been the most miserable wretch alive. 
I never saw the folly and danger of depending 
upon a death-bed repentance in such a light in 
my life, and I determined, if God should restore 
me to life and labour, I would spend my first 
breath in warning against it. And I feel as 
though, while I have a tongue to speak, or air to 
breathe, I should solemnly remonstrate against 
the dangerous and damning delusion. ^Now is 
the accepted time.^ ^' 

The sermon was closed in the following 
manner: — "To conclude, I will suppose for a 
moment that my late affliction had been fatal, 
and that my body had been laid a month ago in 
yonder graveyard, but that God had despatched 
my separate spirit from the eternal world to ap- 
pear once more among you in this pulpit this 
day, and, with all the solenmity of a departed 
pastor, permitted me just to deliver one more 
sermon, and that sermon the very one you have 
now heard ; oh, what a scene this congregation 
would have presented — every eye fixed, every 
heart trembling, and every conscience pierced, 
and every one of you going away saying, ^ I shall 
never forget this scene, never lose the impres- 
sions of this sermon.' Ah, my friends, let me 
tell you, a Uving minister, with this book in his 
hand, is an object of greater solemnity — comes 
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backed by greater authority, and more command- 
ingly claims your attention, than though ghosts 
were to turn preachers, and your departed pastors 
rise from the dead. And ^ if you hear not Moses 
and the prophets,^ Christ and his living ministers, 
^ neither will you be persuaded though one rose 
from the dead/ With respect to self, my Master 
has shaken me over the grave. He has given me 
a friendly warning that my tabernacle totters, 
and I consider the affliction as saying, Make the 
best of future time ; work while it is day. I be- 
lieve it is but a short reprieve. I cannot expect 
to continue with you many years. Oh, that while 
I live, I may really live. But if I had but a 
quarter of an hour to spend, 1^11 tell you how I 
would employ it : First, in throwing myself upon 
the gospel, and then I would pant out my dying 
breath in recommending Christianity to you, in 
guarding you against the dreadful dangers of an 
intoxicating world and deceiving heart, that 
Christ may be as all in all to you in life and 
death, health and sickness, time and eternity. 
Amen.^^ 

In connection with this subject of ^^ personal 
affiction,^' it may be proper to refer to another 
instance of this nature, which occurred many 
years after the preceding. During the next 
twenty-four years Mr. Toller went on without 
interruption in his work. At the end of that 
period he was laid aside for a Sabbath by a 
short but rather severe affliction, so that, in his 

3 
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own apprehension^ life seemed to be in suspense 
for a few days. 

The first discourse he deUvered to his people 
after this was founded on the expressive words 
of the apostle — ^^ For I am in a strait betwixt 
two, having a desire to depart and to be with 
Christ, which is far better; nevertheless, to 
abide in the flesh is more needful for you.^' At 
this time he had domestic ties in his partner and 
their rising family, which seemed to bind him to 
life ; while the connection between himself and his 
people was most harmonious ; hence, after describ- 
ing the temper of the apostle, he referred to his 
own case in the following terms : — *^ During the 
late affliction I am conscious but of two ties that 
would have kept me below, and that created any 
strait at all as to wishing to stay, and they were 
my family, and you my flock. If I could humbly 
attain to a good hope through grace that all was 
safe, essentially safe, for eternity, I should have 
felt nothing a weight upon my departure but my 
family, and you my flock — ^nothing to tempt, to 
invite, or direct my stay. But ^ the fondness of 
a creature^ s love, how strong it strikes the senso.^ 

^ Our dearest joys, and nearest friends. 
The partners of our blood. 
How they divide our wavering hearts !^ 

And after so many years' residence and service, 
and intercourse among you, and receiving so 
many kindnesses &om you, the separation must 
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be supposed, necessarily supposed, lo be painful. 
And yet, if I could have been fully assured that 
my family would be well, and piously, and suc- 
cessfully educated, and comfortably provided for 
in life ; if I could have reason to believe that 
Providence were preparing for you a pastor after 
his own heart, that should fill up this office better, 
and be a greater blessing, to whom I might hand 
over the congregation in prosperity and peace, 
and with a prospect of greater improvement and 
usefulness ; if it were possible that I could have 
been assured of these two important points, in 
connection, as I say, with a calm and comfortable 
and good hope through grace, I think I should 
have felt no other tie at all, the strait would have 
been all dissolved, and I should have been cor- 
dially willing to depart. I am convinced of no 
other motive why I should wish to live/^ 

The following was the closing part of the 
discourse : — ^^ In proportion as the day of depar- 
ture must be expected to approach, how desirable 
it is that the spirit of the apostle should gradually 
grow and increase upon us, that there should be 
an increasing sense of the preference of depar- 
ture, as being with Christ, and yet an increasing 
willingness to continue here as long as Provi- 
dence shall deem it needful, that if there be any 
strait at all upon the subject, it should be a strait 
between the blessedness of heaven and usefulness 
on earth, that everything else give way to these. 
In this view I consider myself as appearing 
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among you this day in very serious and important 
circumstances indeed. It is now nearly thirty- 
three years since I came to reside among you, 
With the exception of a lingering fever which 
attacked me many years ago, but which many of 
you remember, I have never been laid aside from 
public service during nearly 'the whole of that 
time, for the last twenty-four years this month — 
not a single Sabbath or half-day service. Per- 
haps there is not one minister in a hundred who 
has in this respect been thus favoured. I cannot 
expect such a favour to be continued. Indeed, 
this uninterrupted series of service has now been 
broken in upon, and I must expect, and you must 
expect, this interruption to be the forerunner of 
others. I take this last iQness, at my time of 
Ufe, as a friendly warning from above, that what 
may be the bulk of my service upon earth, and 
among you, is past through ; that what may yet 
remain will probably be but as the fragment, a 
remnant of exertion and of usefulness. Thirty- 
three years of public duty, and twenty -four years 
of uninterrupted service, is a long stride in a 
man^s life. It cuts off a large proportion of that 
span of existence which is the lot of frail and 
dying mortals. It cannot, ought not to be ex- 
pected, therefore, by you or me, that the time of 
our separation will be very distant. I have lived 
far beyond the period of all my predecessors here 
but one, and very, very nearly am I treading upon 
his heels in this respect. My great and almost sole 
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desire and concern is, that whether the remnant 
of my days, and my capacity for exertion, be 
longer or shorter, the remaining time may be a 
serious, peculiarly serious, time with us both; 
that it may be the height of my ambition that 
my latter days, so far as health and strength will 
admit, may be filled up with study, and labour, 
and exertions of usefulness ; and that you may 
attend with increasing seriousness and anxiety 
for improvement, knowing that you are hearing 
a declining minister, in the wane of his days, who 
may soon be a dying one, and cannot be ex- 
pected to be with you long, as he has been with 
you longer than most ; so that, on the one hand, 
I may watch for your souls as one that must soon 
be called to give an account, and that, on the 
other hand, you may give the more earnest heed 
to the things that are spoken, lest at any time 
you should let them slip. And may you be my 
hope, and joy, and crown of rejoicing, in the pre- 
sence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming, 
that we may preach and hear as a dying preacher 
to dying hearers, with the hope of being raised 
and Uving together with Christ, which will be 
far better than abiding in the flesh/^ 



CHAPTER Vn. 

EARLY DEATH OP A BELOVED WIPE. 

It was in the year 1793, Mr. Toller married Miss 
Elizabeth Gale, daughter of Mr. William Grale^ 
of Cranford, near Kettering. During the short 
continuance of the union then formed, he appears 
to have enjoyed a high degree of connubial 
felicity. But not long after the birth of their 
second child, the wife fin.d mother betrayed 
symptoms of consumption, and after languishing 
for a considerable time under the attacks of that 
incurable malady, through the whole of which 
her ardent attachment to her husband, and her 
profound submission to the will of God were 
most conspicuous, she expired on the 15th of 
September, 1796. The Sabbath aftei^ her inter- 
ment the bereaved husband expressed the feelings 
of his heart to his people, who he knew tenderly 
sympathized with him under his trials, in a sermon 
from 2 Cor. iv. 9, ^^Cast down, but not destroyed.'^ 
In the first part of that discourse, he gave the 
following touching descriptions of a trial like 
that through which he had passed : — ^^ The death 
of a dear friend,^^ was his first observation, '' is 
an event extremely cutting to the tenderest 
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feelings of the human heart. Here, I need only 
dwell a little on the nature of our connections 
with one another, and. appeal to the experience 
of those who have lost a friend to evince the 
truth of it. We are so formed by Providence 
that it is almost impossible to be totally in- 
different to each other; at least, a man must 
have brought himself to a dreadful pitch of de- 
pravity, before he can have sunk to a state of 
total selfishness, so as to be entirely insensible to 
the cases of others. There is within us a social 
principlcj that leads us to take an interest in the 
lives and deaths of om* fellow creatures. If we 
read in a newspaper of a distant death, we shall 
often involuntarily feel a momentary sensation 
of pensiveness and thoughtful reflection. K a 
neighbour in the town departs with whom 
we have little or no personal acquaintance, we 
are disposed to see his funeral pass the streets, 
or to look at his deserted house or mourning 
family, with a degree of commiseration and 
concern. Still more if a fellow worshipper, or 
fellow Christian with whom we have prayed and 
heard under the same roof for years, or sat at 
the same sacramental table, is taken from his 
pla<3e by death, we find it has a very sensible 
effect; it sets us a thinking vidth more than 
ordinary seriousness, and we sometimes follow 
his corpse to his long home in tears, K this 
be true in cases like these, much more does 
it strike home when death comes to look in 
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at our own windows, and knock at our own 
doors. If only an infant is dismissed from its 
little tender tabernacle, if it is under our own 
roof, and in our own connections, though judg- 
ment and principle may prevent us from grieving 
much, yet we cannot help feeling. But when 
the venerable head of a wise, affectionate, 
honoured parent comes to be laid in the dust, 
and you can hear their counsels, and enjoy the 
happiness of their prayers no more; — when an 
amiable sister, or rising and improving brother, 
come to be snatched away to an untimely grave, 
we feel the blow of death far stronger — ^we feel 
them strike upon our heart-strings— and we 
know that we bury more than a fellow creature, 
or a common friend. But I am verily persuaded 
that it is possible to bury a fellow creature, a 
common friend, a fellow Christian, nay, a father, 
a mother, a brother, a sister, an infant child, and 
yet, comparatively speaking, after all, not know 
what it is to bury a friend. I mean, there is one 
stroke more the King of Terrors has in reserve 
that outcuts all the rest, the pungency of which 
swallows up the feeling of all the others. Because, 
in the former cases you bury others, in this you 
die yourself, and yet survive. You feel at times 
as if the last enemy were cleaving you asunder, 
separating bone from bone, and flesh from flesh-— 
disjoining you from yourself; and there is a sense 
in which his hand is ^ quick and powerful, Bepa<- 
ati ng the soul and the spirit, parting even to the 
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dividing asunder of soul and spirit, the joints and the 
marrow/ And many a one that has lost a beloved 
partner ha& found, that though the expression is 
strong it is full of meaning, when such friends 
part, ^^tis the survivor dies/ To confirm all 
this I need only a few moments farther appeal 
to experience. Are any here that have ever lost 
a friend, such a kind of friend ? You only are 
competent judges of what I mean, and how true 
it is. And I need not tell you what it is to be 
cast down under such events, I need not tell 
you with what alarm of mind one first observes 
the threatening symptoms of disease — ^with what 
agony of suspense one watches the effect of 
remedies — with what agitation one^s mind is 
tossed about by the fluctuations of disease, now 
lifted up with hope, now again cast down with 
depression. I neecj not tell you, as the danger 
still increases, vrith what perplexity and restless- 
ness of mind one looks about, unable to discern 
what advice to ask, or what advice to take — ^now 
this seems best, and then that, and then again 
none seems right. I need not tell you who have 
lost a friend, how the tender looks, the affec- 
tionate grasp of the dear declining object, or the 
submissive consoling hints they drop, go through 
and through you. Those very words of comfort 
are like goads that pierce your heart. I need 
not tell you that have lost a friend, what a struggle 
it is to give them up ! Ah, there^s the pinch — 
there is the wrench that is often far worse than 
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the actual day of deaths when you are constraiiied 
to resign all hope about them — ^thaVs the day 
they die as to your feelings, when you are obliged 
to consider item no longer as yours, but bespoke 
by the King of Terrors, as the property of the 
grave. When that trying scene is past, then 
what remains is to make up your mind to meet 
the day of separation. And I need not tell you 
who have lost a friend, with what feelings you 
look forward to it. You are persuaded it must 
come ; you feel as if you were willing it should 
oqme. Nay, when you realize those sleepless 
nights, those restless days, you could almost wish 
it were arrived; and yet you shrink from the 
parting moment. When it appears just at hand 
you feel as if you would put it off a little longer, 
a little longer, before that time appears when I 
shall hear that voice, and see that countenance 
no more. # And when death has done its business, 
numberless tender associations crowd in affec- 
tionate review, and recollections that keep open 
the wounds, set the fountains off a flowing, hour 
after hour; and when you enter the forsaken 
chamber, look at the empty chair where they 
sat, the garments in which they appeared, and 
the objects and places that once knew them. 
Alas ! say you, we shall know them no more for 
ever ; there are certain emotions connected with 
all this that I cannot explain to everybody, and 
that I need not explain to you that have passed 
through it, and know it by experience. 



BARLT DEATH OP A BELOVED WIPE. 43 

" But it is time tliat we turn from this gloomy 
view of things to those considerations which, 
through the grace of God, prevent the Christian 
mind from being overwhehned with such events, 
gloomy and cutting as they are, so that, though 
^cast down, he is not destroyed,^ such as 
honourable and filial views of the great Bereaver ; 
comfortable reflections in reviewing your connec- 
tions with lost Mends ; an humble consciousness 
of not having set the blessing out of its proper 
place ; hope with respect to the state of those that 
are gone ; the prospect of a speedy and joyful re- 
newal of the connection in the worid of glory, etc/^ 

On the humble consciousness of not having 
set the blessing out of its proper place, the 
preacher strikingly remarked— ^^ Suppose it were 
possible that tidings should arrive from heaven 
that the Divine Being had expired, that the Lord 
of all things had lost his being, and breathed his 
last, what would be the immediate eiffect upon 
every pious mind? Why, the destruction of 
every atom of comfort ; it would be the funeral 
of all hope, because God was the portion of his 
soul, the object of his supreme choice. Now 
consider when you bury a friend whom you have 
set out of their place, loved supremely, an event 
actually takes place that corresponds, answers 
to this. One that buries a wife or a child to 
whom he has given his heart, loved supremely, 
in fistct goes to the funeral of his god, covers up 
his deity, his portion, in the grave. And if so. 
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what has he left ? Nothing bat a broken hearty 
a sonl that refuses to be comforted* But on the 
other hand^ though you follow to the long home 
the dearest friend you have in the worlds though 
you perform the last ofiBice with a heart bursting 
with affectionate conjugal tenderness^ and tears 
stream down and water the path you tread ; yet^ 
if you can faithfully say, ' Well, I received this 
as a blessing, and I enjoyed it as a blessing, but I 
hope I enjoyed it as though I enjoyed it not. I 
looked to the hand from whence it came, con- 
sidered it as a borrowed good that I expected to 
be recalled; though I tremble, I am not sore 
afraid ; though I am cast down, I am not discon- 
solate. The essence, the substance of my happi- 
ness, is where and what it was. My God, my 
chief treasure, continues untouched. I have only 
lost a little spending money, a present temporary 
comfort. A dutiful child, or a faithful, affection- 
ate wife, appear great blessings when standing 
by themselves, or standing beside other worldly 
blessings ; but when they appear in the rank of 
the favour and presence of God, a saving interest 
in Christ, and a good hope of eternal life, even 
they dwindle aiid vanish. The light of the moon 
and the stars is pleasant, but I can do without 
them if the sun does but rise and shine about me* 
If you are but enabled to realize such sentiments 
as these, though you feel the pressure of provi- 
dential bereavements, you will experience corres- 
ponding support.^' 
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On the subject of hope with respect to the 
state of those that are gone, it was observed — ^^ I 
have often talked about this in the course of my 
ministry. I have often said, if we must bury 
friends, it is a satisfaction to bury them as sleep- 
ing in Jesus. But I have never said half enough. 
I never saw this in the light I do now. I shall 
speak more strongly than ever on this subject 
whenever it comes in my way. If I had gone to 
that grave last Monday night without hope, I do 
not know that I could ever have left it. Of all 
afflictions that can be endured, none comes up to 
that, to have the nearest friend you have in the 
world snatched from your bosom and laid in the 
grave, as the enemy of God, a stranger to Him 
who is the resurrection and the life, and to enter 
a dark and dreadfiil eternity without preparation, 
and without hope, beyond all the reach of help 
and of prayer, lying where it falls without a 
possibihty of removal, fixed as unalterably as the 
pillars of God^s throne, in spite of thousands of 
entreaties or rivers of tears. Oh, I do not wonder 
one moment that David, after all his conquests, 
wept over the recovery of his throne — ' Absa- 
lom, my son, my son Absalom, would God I had 
died for thee.^ Do not let us talk of trouble who 
sorrow not as those without hope. Though 
touched in the tenderest part, though pierced 
with ever so many external sorrows, ours is only 
like a shot in the flesh, theirs a deadly stab in 
the vitals ; ours are momentary tears that time 
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will dry up, theirs lasting sorrows that reflection 
will deepen. We have only to weep for our- 
selves ; our departed Mends do not require, do 
not need our tears ; they are got above and be- 
yond. Those that bury wicked relations, where 
they owe one tear to themselves, they owe 
hundreds to those that are gone ; and the sting 
of all is that hundreds and thousands will be of 
no avail. Well might the apostle say, ' I would 
not have you ignorant concerning them that are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not as those without hope.^ 
When we follow any friend of Jesus to the grave, 
whose integrity, whose humihty, whose submis- 
sion, whose eminence in every grace, gave us 
satisfactory evidence that they are such ; when 
we follow such to the grave, we receive from Him 
to whom they are gone the richest cordial to 
support us. They are gone from pain to ease, 
from earth to heaven, from a shoal of poor, 
perishing, imperfect, frail, and dying friends, to 
HiTTi that never changes, that never dies. The 
corruptible is dropped, that incorruption may be 
put on ; the mortal is quitted, that immortality 
may be assumed; weakness is forsaken, that 
glory may appear; and death is endured only 
that it may be swallowed up in victory. If we 
must bury such friends in tears, surely they ought 
to be tears of joy. *^ 

Then on the prospect of a speedy, glorious, 
renewed interview, and renewed connection in 
the world of glory, it is observed : — ^^ Though 
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all that I have been saying be true with respect 
to the blessedness of hope for such as are gone, 
yet, after all this, I may be cast down so as to be 
overwhelmed with distress, unless I can add 
another link to the chain, and have hope for my- 
self. For though a hope of the eternal safety and 
happiness of the friend whom one loves is a 
bright side of the cloud, yet to have no hope that 
I shall ever join them constitutes a dreadfully 
dark one indeed; parted to meet no mor^— 
separated for ever. That dear friend, indeed, 
will be rising to all eternity in hohness and bUss, 
but in a dreadful proportion I shall be sinking 
without a possibility of help or hope from them. 
But, oh, how does it gild the whole scene of a 
dear friend's departure with a glory unspeakable, 
when you can humbly hope for them and for 
yourself. These views have been inexpressibly 
soothing and consolatory to my own mind under, 
and in the prospect of the present bereavement. 
I have thought that there are three principal 
parties concerned in this providence — ^the great 
Lord of Life, my dear languishing friend, and 
myself. And I would humbly hope there is a 
blessed, indissoluble connection between us aD 
that death may seem to interrupt, but cannot 
break up. There stands the great Lord of Life 
above ; he is calling her home before me. She 
goes at his summons to her Father, but I hope my 
Father too : to her God, but I hope my God too. 
Still, then, the real connection between all the 
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parties is kept up, only seeming for a few days 
interrupted ; but in his own time He will call me 
home too ; then the whole will be complete ; the 
temporary interruption will be removed. I shall 
re-enter on the union infinitely raised, infinitely 
improved, and we shall be for ever with one 
another, and with the Lord. Here, those who 
love one another best find many embarrassing 
circumstances attend them — discover a hundred 
imperfections in each other. But there they 
shall reunite without imperfection, without sepa- 
ration, and be as the angels of God in heaven.^^ 

Mr. Toller continued a widower until the 
year 1803, when he took for his second wife 
Bhzabeth, the eldest daughter of Mr. William 
Wilkinson, of Northampton, who has survived 
her husband to the present time, in the posses- 
sion of a considerable measure of health and com- 
fort in an advanced age. In connection with this 
event, as showing how the pastor was always 
ready to give an improving turn to the important 
events of life, he preached a sermon on the " pe- 
culiar blessedness of Christian connections,^^ from 
1 Peter iii. 7 : ^^ Heirs together of the grace of 
life.^^ There are in this sermon passages of 
peculiar beauty, one or two of which we present 
to the reader : — ^^ Being heirs together of the 
grace of Ufe, adds such a sweetness to the inter- 
course of friendship. It is exceedingly pleasure- 
able when families grow up together, and pass 
through the daily avocations and duties of life 
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with mutaal esteem and affection ; when friends 
visit each other with mutual^ genuine respect 
and kind wishes ; when neighbours and towns- 
men meet occasionally in peace and harmony. 
But what a rich addition to be able to think and 
say upon just grounds. All this is only the begin- 
ning — the buddings of blessedness ; these are to 
live together, to be happy together for ever ! In 
this view there is nothing upon earth so endear- 
ing as the union of two 'persons in the nearest 
ties, who not only love each other, but who also 
^ love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity/ There 
is to such a double blessedness, not only in their 
present imion, but in the prospect of an everlast- 
ing union in blessedness, on their attaining per- 
fect happiness hereafter. So, in this view, where 
children are rising up for God, there is a gratifi- 
cation and glory in family prayer and family 
prospects, which those who love each other ever 
so well without religion know nothing of. These 
children are young, immortal princes, destined to 
reign for ever and ever. When such sit down to 
meals they may say. Thanks be to God for these 
lower daily favours, but a time is to come when 
we are to sit at a nobler, richer table, and to 
feed together upon the bread of eternal life. In 
this view, too, the communion of saints — the 
spiritual intercourse of Christian Churches — is 
exceedingly gratifying and cheering ; and a pro- 
digious rise of pleasure attends the most friendly 
meetings of neighbours and townsmen, because 

4 
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in proportion as we can hope that true Christi- 
anity exists in our hearts and lives in our Kves, 
when we surround the sacred table^ or unite in 
worship, we not only meet harmoniously and 
cordially now as others may possibly do, but we 
shall meet again, and live together in perfect 
harmony and cordiality to all eternity. In that 
state also the poor will be all made rich, the im- 
perfect all spotless, the afflicted and complaining 
all happy. We are fellow heirs, or heirs together. 
This view of future blessedness is endearing and 
delightful, because, farther. Providence has so 
ordered it that Christians should be not only 
fellow-heirs, but fellow-helpers to eternal life. 
When you see a poor man go along the streets 
well clothed, if you have a benevolent mind such 
a sight naturally aflPords you pleasure ; but what 
a rich addition to that pleasure would it be if 
God had given you the ability and the heart to 
clothe him ! If your children are comfortably 
provided for, and are doing well in the world, it 
is not only a gratification to you that they are 
so, but a rich addition to that gratification that, 
by his blessing on your industry, God has enabled 
you so to provide for them. So it is not only an 
instance of rich grace that there should be such 
a blessing as eternal life, and that Christians 
should be heirs to it, and going together to the 
possession of it; but also that God has so or- 
dered it that one shall be the means of helping 
another to it ; that an aflfectionate Yirife, by her 
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prayers and her becoming conversation and ex- 
ample, shall be the means of turning the face of 
her husband heavenward ; that a pious parent, 
by his assiduity, his prayers, and his instruction, 
shall be instrumentally the spiritual leader and 
guide of his child to the blessedness of eternal 
life ; that a faithful, laborious minister shall not 
only go to heaven himself, but shall be the 
instrument and means of drawing with him scores 
and hundreds of his poor, ignorant, sinful, dying 
fellow-creatures. And I cannot but think God 
has so graciously ordered it, because it is so emi- 
nently endearing and delightful, to reflect, not 
only that others are going to heaven as well as 
ourselves, and those that are dearest to us, but 
that He has honoured us as instruments of con- 
ducting them thither. Thus God has not deter- 
imned that I shall have but one heaven ; I am 
to have two heavens, ten heavens, a hundred 
heavens, not only in being there myself, not 
only in seeing those dearest to me there, but 
even in having been the means of conducting 
them thither. What must be the sensations of 
an individual who; on actually entering heaven, 
shall behold a wife, or a husband, or child, or 
children, and a number of Christian converts, 
dressed in all the grandeur of eternity, and tri- 
umphiug in all the blessedness of the sky ! 
Indeed, what the sensation must be arising from 
the reflection that God honoured my poor 
prayers, instructions, aad labours, in making 
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them the humble instrument of all this, is not to 
be conceived! The Scriptures give us some 
grand hints upon the subject, and that is all. 
^ They that be wise (or teachers) shall shine as 
the brightness of the firmament ; and they that 
turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever 
and ever.' ' What is our hope, or joy, or crown 
of rejoicing ? Are not even ye in the presence 
of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ? For ye 
are our glory and joy .^ ' Brethren, if any of you 
do err from the truth, and one convert him, let 
him know, that he which converteth the sinner 
from the error of his way shall save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.' This is 
enough for us. And let us only imagine as well 
as we can what their sensations must be on 
meeting in heaven ! It provides such a cordial 

when friends come to part To those 

who are the joint heirs of the grace of life, 
though death is a tender parting, and a weeping 
parting, yet it is only like bidding adieu before a 
journey, for we are to meet again by and by, 
perfectly well, far happier than here, never more 
to be annoyed by disease — ^never, never to part 
again, but to ' sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob in the kingdom of heaven,' to be ' fixed as 
pillars in the temple of God, to go no more out.' 
How this takes away the sting of death ! Chris- 
tian friends are not lost, but gone before. Thy 
brother, thy sister, thy parent, thy child, thy 
friend, thy spiritual convert, shall rise again. He 
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who is the resurrection and the life declares, ' He 
that believeth on Me, though he were dead, yet 
shaU he Hve/ '' 

In an observation by way of improvement, 
the preacher expressed himself thus : — " How 
richly and graciously has God ordered it, that 
the salvation of Christians should be linked to- 
gether ! ^ Heirs together of the grace of life/ 
It is ordered by Providence that it should be 
one of the brightest glories of eternity, that 
Christians should be blessed together. And this 
arrangement appears the more gracious,, when 
we consider that the nature of Christian happi- 
ness is directly the reverse of that of the world. 
The men of the world in a great measure place 
their happiness in monopolizing everything to 
themselves. The greatest, wealthiest man is the 
happiest man : if others are as great as I am, 
that will diminish my importance ; if others are 
as wealthy as I am, that will mar my enjoyment 
of my riches. Thus worldly men are anxious, or 
at least content, to enrich themselves at the 
expense of impoverishing others. But the nature 
of Christian happiness is directly the reverse of 
this. There is not a Christian under the canopy 
of heaven who desires to be the only saved soul. 
On the contrary, a great part of his salvation is 
wrapt up in the salvation of others ; a vast portion 
of his heaven lies in helping others thither, and 
in meeting them there at last. And a most 
sublimely glorious appointment of divine Provi- 
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dence and grace this is^ because it makes a man's 
own salvation as wide as the world of the re- 
deemed, and extends the sources of his future 
enjoyment to the farthest boundaries of heaven 
itself — the heaven of all others will be his own 
heaven. 

'^ Oh, you who understand and appreciate this 
characteristic of Christian happiness — ^you, who 
feel the noble risings and strugglings of this 
generous temper in your bosoms — ^you, who are 
ardently longing for the glory revealed in the 
Bible — ^you, who can say with humble confidence, 
^ There is laid up for me a crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall 
give me at that day,' and who rejoice in being 
able to add, ' And not to rrie only, but unto all 
them also that love his appearing/ Do not fear 
lest you should not have enough to make you 
happy. Though you should be among the least 
blessed in heaven, Mess than the least of all 
saints,' yet, if you can be happy in the happiness 
of others, there will be enough to gratify you in 
the blessedness of countless myriads of every 
age, and nation, and kindred; in beholding in- ' 
numerable ranks of angels about the throne, 
who with the perfected spirits of men are all 
engaged in serving God in his temple day and 
night ; all glowing under the smiles of the divine 
presence; all bathing in oceans of bliss; all 
breathing the heaven-bom temper of God-like 
love. Oh I if being fellow- worshippers, and 
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fellow-partakers with sucli can make you liappy, 
you will find bliss enough for eternity. Again, 
it was observed, ' How anxious should those who 
are united by the tender ties of natural affection 
be to become heirs together of such a life.' For 
though the natural, friendly, conjugal, and 
parental feelings are very amiable — ^the appoint- 
ments of a gracious Providence, and the sources 
of much enjoyment ; yet, after all, they are not 
religion. Friendly, parental, and filial attach- 
ments are not ' repentance toward God, and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ,' without which, we are 
expressly taught we must all perish. And how- 
ever pleasant your intercourse with each other 
may be; however endearing and delightful the 
union of hearts ; yet, without a title to the grace 
of life, there is no prospect of happiness beyond 
the grave. Oh, then what anxiety can be too 
intense, that we, and all our dear friends, may 
' flee for refuge to the hope set before us in the 
gospel.^ What efforts can be too great, what 
prayers too earnest, to stir up one another, and 
to draw down the blessing of a new heart and a 
right spirit ! Without this all your happiness is 
transient and short-lived; you have but a few 
days or hours to enjoy it, and all is a blank 
behind. 

^^ How terrible is the sentiment of the text 
reversed; 'Heirs together of the wages of sin 
and death.' Fellow-travellers to destruction ! 
Fellow-helpers to the regions of everlasting death ! 



56 BLESSEDNESS OF CHRISTIAN CONNSCTJONS. 

Mutually cherishing woridly dispositions, instill- 
ing corrupting and camal principles, and training 
up others for the devil ; thus making provision 
for mutual misery. They also must meet in 
another state ; but who can bear to think what 
a meeting it must be ? If parents and families, 
husbands and wives, townsmen and neighbours, 
people who have met together to hear the gospel 
meet in hell, and have been the means of leading 
each other thither — ^what looks ! what upbraid- 

ings ! what We turn with horror from the 

scene ! God forbid that any of us should ever 
realize it ! Amen/^ 



CHAPTER Vm. 

A FESTIVE OCCASION IMPEOVED. 

In the town of Kettering, as in a large number 
of places in the country, there is an annual feast, 
when a considerable number of the inhabitants 
receive the visits of their relatives, and many- 
persons come from places around. It is for 
several days a season of relaxation and festivity. 

The ministers of the place have usually 
taken the opportunity of delivering discourses 
of an admonitory character, sometimes guard- 
ing the young against the dangers to which 
they were exposed, presenting suitable directions 
for the enjoyment of eaii}hly blessings in a way 
that might be honourable to their great Author, 
and pointing to the richer provisions presented 
in the gospel for the life and happiness of the 
mind of man. 

The peculiar talent and genius of Mr. Toller 
were manifested on one of these occasions, 
especially, by a sermon that was referred to many 
years after its delivery, from the inquiry of the 
Jews recorded in John xi. 59 : '^ What think ye. 
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that He will not come to the feast ?^' After 
giving some accomit of the three principal 
Jewish feasts, with their original design, and 
their typical import, the preacher proceeded to 
observe that, " There having been amongst the 
Jews a feast called the feast of dedication, held 
in commemoration of the consecration of the 
Temple, on this Christians founded a custom of 
dedicating, or consecrating, public buildings 
called churches, and annually commemorating 
that event. In some places these commemora- 
tions are called feasts, because attended with 
entertainments and sensible joy ; in other places 
they are called wakes, because some of the primi- 
tive Christians used to keep awake the preceding 
night, and spend it in prayers and hymns, though 
it is said, since Christianity was corrupted and 
Popery advanced, some of them used to sit up 
drinking all night ; and since that period, since 
the introduction and spread of Popery, it was a 
general practice in the Church of Rome to wor- 
ship saints, that is, the spirits of the departed 
apostles or other reputed good men that had 
left this world, or to beg their interest and inter- 
cessions with God, in direct dishonour to Christ 
and opposition to the Scriptures, which represent 
Him as the only intercessor and mediator between 
God and man. And as some one saint was held in 
most places in higher reputation, and was more 
generally worshipped than others, it was usual, on 
the erection of a new church to dedicate it to 
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that saint, or consecrate it to divine worship in 
honour of that saint, or with a particular view to 
his intercession; and the day when that was 
done was kept as a festival through succeeding 
years, which was the origin of what we now call 
feasts. Thus it appears that St. Peter was the 
favourite saint with our Popish ancestors in this 
town several hundreds of years ago, since it ap- 
pears by an engraving in the front of the church 
that it was dedicated to St. Peter, and this feast 
always falls the Sabbath after St. Peter's day, or 
the reputed day of his martyrdom. Since these 
dark days of Popery have passed, and the 
glorious event of the Reformation has taken 
place, those idle, dangerous, unscriptural cere- 
monies have been banished in some considerable 
degree from the Christian world ; and yet there 
is a remnant of these Popish customs still left. 
Thus you see feasts are observed amongst us to 
this day; but now it is nothing but a social 
entertainment — ^people only meet at the feast to 
eat and drink together, without any view to 
this original superstitious rite that our ancestors 
regarded ; so much so that I dare say many of 
you did not know what was meant by Kettering 
feast any further than meeting to eat and drink 
together, and therefore I thought it was proper 
for once to give you a short histoiy of it. But 
as some of you either have, or expect to have, 
your friends about you this week, and as several 
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dsf3 of it wiQ be con^deped &s deroled to enler- 
toanment, and pkasore, and relaxatiao, I, as joor 
miziister, am concerned to grre it a spintual and 
inrpraving tnm^ and therefore would wish to 
biing^ home, and that too may think of it next 
week^ and a|)ply it to Kettering' feast, the inqniiy 
in the text, ' What think yon, wiD Jesns Christ 
come to the feast ^^ I do not mean in a literal 
and bodOj sense ; bat is there any sense in which 
Jesns Christ will be here ? Will He be spintnaDy 
and erangelically here ? Some are reach- to shake 
their heads and say, I fear not, if kept as it has 
been too often heretofore. And I am afraid, if 
the hearts of others coold be read, they wonld 
say, God forbid Jesns Christ should come here*, if 
He does He will spoil all my pleasure ; it will be 
no feast to me if He is here. And I hope ihere 
are others disposed to say. If Jesns Christ is not 
here, I have no business here ; that is no feast 
to me where He is excluded ; may that door be 
ever shut against me where He is an unwelcome 
g^st. But, to be more particular. What think 
yo, that He will not come to the feast? 

'^ I. He may be here. What should hinder ? 
There is nothing m the name of a feast to ex- 
clude Christ^s company. Indeed, if you mean 
by a feast a superstitious commemoration of 
the dedication of a church to a saint ; or if you 
mean by a feast riotous living, frothy conversa- 
tion^ gluttony, and drunkenness, Christ's presence 
' nothing to do with such a feast. But if you 
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mean by a feast a number of friends and relations 
meeting together to enjoy moderately, to talk 
rationally, and to part in good time, and in good 
temper, why should not Christ be there ? Did 
not He give us all things richly to enjoy ? Does 
He not fill our hearts with food and gladness ? 
Does He not represent thanksgiving as a most 
desirable temper ? Why then should temperate, 
grateful, rational, social enjoyment be incon- 
sistent with his presence and his company ? 

'^ There is nothing in the nature of such a 
feast mconsistent with Ohrisfs practice. He at- 
tended the marriage feast in Cana, and even 
wrought his first miracle there by turning water 
into wine, in order to honour that institution, 
and to represent that the proper and wise enjoy- 
ment of the good things of life was not incon- 
sistent with his gospel. The Son of man came 
eating and drinking, mingling with mankind, 
and entering into social life ; and He was called 
for it, very rashly and unjustly, a winebibber, a 
gluttonous man, and a Mend of publicans and 
sinners. Levi made a great feast on purpose for 
Him, and there was a great company of publicans 
and others there, and yet Jesus Christ was there. 
Then there is no inconsistency in coining to se^ 
one^s frienids, and having the company of Christ 
too— coming under a sense of his presence, en- 
joying EGim in the feast, and speaking and acting 
to his glory through it. That is having Christ 
with us at a feast, and why should that be im- 
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possible? But further, 'What think ye, will 
Jesus Christ come to the feast V 

'^ n. Suppose He should be here. Suppose 
every house in this town spends the whole of this 
feast time under a sense of his presense, enjoying 
Him in all ; and everything they say and do ulti- 
mately tends to his glory ; what then ? 

^' How dif event this feast from all former feasts ! 
How much more true enjoyment ! How still the 
streets ! how rational the conversation ! how 
peaceful and friendly the deportment in every 
house ! We shall see no spendthrifts, no drunk- 
ards reeling about, no fighting matches, hear 
no midnight uproar. Everybody will be as 
friendly, cheerful, and happy as he would wish 
to be, I will venture to say, it will be the 
best feast that was ever enjoyed here ; ten 
times as much real pleasure as has been ever 
experienced. 

'^ Again, suppose Jesus Christ should come, then 
no good man need be asha/med to be seen here. It 
is the duty and glory of a Christian to follow Jesus 
Christ^s example as strictly and resolutely as his 
shadow follows him. A Christian is bound and 
inclined in the fullest spiritual sense to adopt 
Ruth^s language to her mother in reference to 
Christ,' Whither thou goest, I will go, where thou 
lodgest I will lodge; thy people shall be my 
people, and thy God my God.' And if the enjoy- 
ments of this feast be conducted under the prece- 
dence and to the glory of Christ, no good man. 
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whose circumstances permit, need be ashamed to 
be seen here. 

^^ Again, if Jesus Christ come to the feast, what 
a damp it will be to many people^ 8 pleasure. What 
a dreadful thing it is, but the whole enjoyment of 
some people at such a time as this depends upon 
the absence of Christ, when He comes they wish 
to be gone. If the temperance of Christ is to 
carve and measure out their food, if the temper 
and precepts of Christ are to regulate their con- 
versation, if the glory of Christ is to be the end 
of their intercourse, who will may go to such a 
feast for them. If Christ be there, who will may 
be there for them. What a dreadful thing it is 
that the happiness and enjoyment of an immortal 
being, should depend upon the absence of Him 
who is the life and bUss of the soul. And yet is 
not this the case with some of you ? Supposing 
such a being as Jesus Christ was in the flesh, and 
was to make one of the party where you are to be 
to-morrow, or was suddenly to be introduced 
amidst all your enjoyment, would it not be a com- 
plete blank to your joy, and strike you dumb with 
disappointment. 

^^ If Jesus Christ was to come would not some be 
ashamed to behave, as there is too m/uch reason to 
fear they will ? If Jesus Christ in all the native 
gravity, the purity, and yet love which appeared 
in all his actions ; if He were to go from house 
to house, and company to company this feast, is 
there a person here that would not be ashamed 
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of an impure jest ? Is there a man here that 
would not be ashamed to be found in a drunken 
fit ? ashamed to be rioting or trifling, gaming, or 
banqueting, when he ought to be on his bed ? 

''Again, if Jesus Christ comes to the feast^ and 
is a welcome guest, how gratefully and happily will 
everybody go away. If Jesus Christ come to the 
feast, and his fear and love reign, there will be 
no cutting consciences, no ruffled tempers, no 
aching heads by intemperance, no plundered 
pockets, but everybody will go away satisfied 
with themselves and others, blessing God for 
his goodness, and will return with a double relish 
to their proper occupations, and will all acknow- 
ledge that they never enjoyed a feast so well before. 

'' III. But suppose Jesus Christ should not come 
to the feast. If Jesus Christ does not come, then 
I say it will not he worth corrdng to. Though the 
pleasures of Hfe, and the gratifications of sense are 
so highly valued by the world, and the more so 
as separate from the fear of God and the presence 
of Christ, they are all but as the crackling of 
thorns under a pot — ^nothing but an empty, de- 
ceitful, miserable dream, that ends in remorse and 
disappointment. Solomon, who tried everything 
tells us that ' all is vanity and vexation of spirit.' 
That if Jesus Christ is excluded from the feast, 
there wiU be nothing left, whatever enjoyment 
there may seem to be. His favour is Hfe ; in his 
presence is ftdness of joy, and to enjoy under a 
sense of Him is true enjoyment. 
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^^ K Jesus Christ will not he there^ you know 
who will — the devil will. Where Christ is absent 
the devil is present, and the same cause that ex- 
cludes Christ will admit him. He goes about as 
a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour.; and 
when the Lion of the tribe of Judah is not there 
to guard souls from his influence, they are sure 
to be his prey ; so that, depend upon it, if you 
have not Christ at your table, and in your house> 
you wiU have the devil there. And what must 
your taste be, if you can prefer his company to 
Christ^s? 

'^ Again. If Christ is not there, no good man has 
any business to be tliere. A Christian ought to tremble 
to be welcome where his Master is unwelcome. 
A good man may argue, ^ If Christ is not there, I 
am sure I shaU get no good there. Let me be 
ashamed to show my face where my Master has 
withdrawn his feet. I am to follow Him.' 

" Again. If Jesus Christ is not there, it will be 
because he is not invited. ^ B ehold, I stand at the door 
and knock; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and sup with him, 
and he with me.' If Christ is not here, it will not 
be because He is too proud to come, because He 
is too distant to come, or because there is any- 
thing in the nature of a feast to exclude Him. 
But it will be because He is not wished for, be- 
cause his presence would be a burden and 
restraint, and because you had rather have his 
room than his company. He will be willing to 

5 
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go where He is invited. When upon earth. He 
never refused a really cordial invitation, and his 
temper is the same now. He is willing to come 
to the poorest cottage, and grace the humblest 
entertainment with his presence. When poor. 
He can make a dinner of herbs better to you 
than a stalled ox. 

^^Once more. If Jesus Christ is not here, then you 
had better all have remained at home. A time will come 
when you will wish you had never come. These 
days of feasting, if Christ is not here, will be a 
poor, miserable chasm in your Hves, that perhaps 
you will think of with no pleasing reflections upon 
your deathbed. You may carry away that re- 
morse of conscience and guilt of mind you may 
not get rid of, may determine never to come 
again, and wish you had never been here. 

" But to conclude, what think ye that He will 
not come to the feast ? I answer — 

'' rV. He will — He will he here. If He is not 
here, in that evangelical, comfortable sense I have 
been explaining, there is a sense in which He 
will certainly be here — in every house, at every 
table, at all hours, in all transactions, and with 
every heart. There is a sense in which He will 
be here, welcome or unwelcome, invited or ex- 
cluded, wished for or disliked ; I mean, as the 
great supreme, all-seeing, heart- searching Judge. 
Oh realize this thought, and let it be a salutary, 
awfiil preparative for a holy guard against sin, 
and check upon your convivial hours. Think not 
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only, how should I behave if Christ were here, but 
how do I behave, for Christ is here ? His flaming 
eye is now upon me ; his recording hand is now 
before me ; and ^ He will bring every work into 
judgment, and every secret thing, whether it be 
good or whether it be evil/ Oh if this was real- 
ized, what a rational, reasonable restraint it 
would throw over our social hours ! how would it 
make us dread the boundaries of moderation ! and 
what a rational gravity and chastened circumspect 
cheerfulness would it diflFuse through these scenes 
of entertainment ! Oh think, if you do not wel- 
come Christ to your house and your heart, as a 
friend, you must admit Him as a spy and a 
judge V^ 



CHAPTER IX. 

DEATH OF RELATIVES ADMONITORY OF HIS OWN 

DEPARTURE. 

In the month of March, 1795, one Sabbath morn- 
ing the pastor chose for his subject, ^^ Blessed are 
those servants whom the Lord when He cometh 
shall find watching.^^ 

He commenced the sermon with observing, 
^^ Some of you may, possibly, a Httle wonder what 
should induce me to choose such a subject as this 
to-day. But others of you, who know that I have 
very lately lost a worthy relative by an instan- 
taneous stroke of Providence; nay, more, that 
within little more than five months I have 
buried three near relations j that almost all my 
connections, at least on my father^s side, have 
died suddenly — you, I say, will not be at all sur- 
prised or displeased that my thoughts should 
naturally recur to some such subject as this.^' 

Towards the close of the discourse, he said, 
'* The thought has often crossed my mind, that if 
one might choose, if it might please God, I should 
be glad to leave the world on a Sabbath evening. 
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especially a Sacramental Sabbath evening, when 
the labours of the day have been comfortably gone 
through. But, alas ! it is truly of little conse- 
quence ; the great thing is to be really and solidly 
ready, and to be found where and so employed, as 
one ought to be. Some are dreadfally finghtened 
at sudden death, and wish for time to repent. I 
cannot say that there appears anything terrible at 
all to me in this. In proportion as I can hope 
about the main thing, I feel no objection at all to 
a sudden departure. And to be sure, considering 
that my own father, and both his brothers, died in 
a moment, and that certain diseases often predo- 
minate and descend in families, from father to 
son, it is far from being wholly improbable that 
this may be the way of my departure. But I 
would be anxious about nothing at all, but being 
the watchful servant. ^^ 

These presentiments as to a sudden departure 
were exactly verified, as his own death was instan- 
taneous. 



CHAPTER X. 

INVITATION TO REMOVE TO ANOTHER SPHERE OF 

LABOUR. 

In congregatioiial churclies, where the right of 
choosing their own pastor is enjoyed, there are 
some members who regard the connection formed 
between the Pastor and the Church as a union 
which should not be dissolved while the pastor^s 
ability to labour is continued, if he retains his 
principles, and his Christian consistency of con- 
duct. 

But the more prevalent idea in the Churches 
is, that while it is a connection of so much weight 
and moment on the one hand, that it is by no means 
to be lightly formed ; and, on the other hand, it 
should not be lightly dissolved ; yet, in the present 
imperfect state of human nature, there may be 
many circumstances arising with a Christian pastor 
and his flock which may render it on the whole the 
best that a change should take place. The pastor 
may become fitted, as he advances in his course, 
for an advanced sphere of labour, and the people 
may be better suited by another pastor, and a 
change may in such cases be subservient to the 
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advancement of the cause of God. But where 
there is fickleness indulged by a people, and where 
a pastor is ever, for slight reasons, disposed to 
remove, we may justly conclude that things are 
not in a right state in the view of the Great Head 
of the Church, and his blessing cannot, to any 
extent, be enjoyed where fickleness and the love 
of change prevail. 

But there are cases in which the pastor 
is well Euited to his people, is happy and use- 
ful amongst them, while they are well satisfied 
with his services, and are profiting under them ; 
and yet, some other Church or Churches that 
know of his excellences, and that prize his occa- 
sional services, begin to covet the enjoyment of 
his stated labours, and try to draw him away from 
the people over whom he is placed. We greatly 
doubt the propriety of this. It may be a larger 
sphere of usefulness that is presented, it may be 
more public, more attractive, more adapted to call 
forth the talents and promote the usefiilness of 
him to whom it is presented, and it may have 
larger emoluments to offer. But, if there is no- 
thing of any moment to cause a minister to be 
dissatisfied in the position in which he has been 
placed, and he has indicated no wish to change, 
any direct and persevering efforts to remove him 
appear to be incompatible with the golden rule, 
and with the right exercise of the Christian spirit. 
But where such attempts have been made, they 
have, in some cases, been overruled for good, by 
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drawing forth, in the most interesting manner, 
the state of feeling that exists between the people 
and their pastor. 

Our present case presents a most interesting 
illustration of this kind. The reputation of the 
pastor had been extending. As a preacher he 
was attaining a high position. He had paid 
occasional visits to the metropolis. His services 
were highly appreciated by some congregations 
there, and repeated attempts were made to effect 
his removal. The offers made were refused, the 
invitations declined. Still further attempts were 
made, and the congregation at Kettering became 
anxious about the result. They determined to 
make known their feelings to their pastor, and 
this led to the presentation of the most united, 
affectionate, and earnest addresses, expressive of 
continued attachment, and of deep soHcitude, 
that they might not be deprived of services they 
so highly valued. 

After these addresses a full and final refiisal 
was given to the repeated invitations received ; 
and in making known the result to his people, 
the pastor gave utterance to the feeUngs of his 
heart in language that speaks most favourably 
both for himself and his flock. Twenty-four 
years had passed since the commencement of 
this connection, but while he frankly said, '^ I 
have many faults to remember this day before 
God — much coldness of heart, many neglects of 
duty, and much unfruitfulness in my office, yet,'' 
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he adds, ^^ I will do you the JQjBtioe to say that ^t 
have no injuries feom you to enitmerafce, no per" 
sonal ill behaviour from a single individual in all 
this time to complain of; and if you had all 
treated my Great Master with a regard propor- 
tioned to that which I have received from you, I 
should have been the happiest and most blessed 

ministe^ on earth I consider it as 

an illustrious display of the Divine goodness to 
me, and desire publicly and solemnly to give all 
the honour to the providence and grace of God, 
that after the experience and trial of near four- 
and-twenty years, after many imperfections, of 
which I am conscious, and some of which you 
must have discovered, your affectionate regard 
continues undiminished. The unanimous resist- 
ance you have given to efforts made to remove 
me, by your strong and unequivocal expressions 
of attachment, amount with me to an explicit 
voice from God, commanding my continuance^ 
If I had been more disposed to hesitate than I 
really was, the spirit of your addresses would 
have determined me at once. Whatever I may 
be called to suffer, may I never be permitted to 
fight against God. To have broken through 
these cords of love would have amounted to little 
short of it. I can truly say I hope the possessing 
the hearts of so many of my fellow-creatures and 
fellow- Christians stands for more with me than 
many thousands of gold and silver; and that 
nothing in this connection makes me so uneasy 
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j?j a humbling consciousness of not filling this 
jtation to better purpose. Brethren, pray for 
.ne/' 

What can present a more lovely specimen 
than this of the connection of a Christian 
minister with a voluntary society of Christians, 
united together simply in spiritual bonds, an 
attachment founded on spiritual principles, 
cemented by spiritual influences, continued and 
increased year after year, so that there is strong 
mutual regard between him that soweth and 
those who are reaping the finiits of his labours ! 

On one occasion the pastor gave utterance to 
the grateful feelings of his heart by observing 
'' that the greatest honour God can confer upon 
a church is to make bare his arm among them, 
and single out a number of trophies of his power 
and grace. Blessed be God if we have any such 
witnesses for Him amongst us. When I look 
back on the years I have been vith you, and the 
trembling, the weakness, the fear, and the dis- 
couragements I have gone through, I can hardly 
believe myself that it was possible that I should 
be carried on and held up to this day ; and when 
I think of the evidences we have that God has 
not withdrawn his presence, and that his ordi- 
nances are not barren, and that his gospel is not 
a dead and lifeless form, I am so conscious that 
it is nothing in me or of me that has produced 
it ; that if I know anything of my own heart I 
am disposed to cry, and may God enable you to 
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join me, ' Not unto us, Lord, not unto us, but 
unto thy name give glory for thy mercy and for 
thy truth^s sake/ And yet may we not take 
encouragement, and trust Him still ? He is the 
same omnipotent God yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. He has already done great things amongst 
us ; He can do still greater wonders than these, 
which we may Hve to see. Let us, then, trust in 
the Lord.'' 

After these events there were no more at- 
tempts made to effect a change. It became a 
settled conviction generally felt, that there the 
pastor would remain, and continue his labours 
for the good of his charge, until the Great Master 
should by his own hand dissolve the connection 
by putting an end to his services. And thus it 
proved, for they continued until the last day of 
life, when they suddenly closed, and this messen- 
ger of truth and mercy was called home the day 
after he had delivered his last message to his 
people, which no one probably at the time 
thought to be his last, but which could scarcely 
have been more appropriate if it had been fully 
understood. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A REMARKABLE CONVERSION. 

On a certain Lord^s-day, in the year 1 790, there 
was observed in the sanctuary, listening to 
the instructions of the pastor, a person whose 
attendance excited considerable surprise. The 
well-known character and habits of the man — 
this being the first time that he had entered that 
house of God — ^with the marked attention he 
paid, and the seriousness of his demeanour, struck 
all with wonder by whom he was seen. 

That man had been living at the greatest 
distance from anything good. In his early days 
he had been left very much to himself, without 
anything like a religious education. When 
young, he entered the army ; there evil propen- 
sities were indulged and strengthened. He 
became addicted to all kinds of vice, gave the 
reins to the worst passions of depraved nature ; 
was a profane swearer, a constant Sabbath breaker, 
a neglecter of all public worship, never attending 
the ministry of the gospel ; he became a scoflTer 
at everything holy, gave swing to the most vio- 
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lent and ungovernable temper, and seemed to be 
going on with rapid strides towards final ruin. 

The appearance of such a man, very seriously 
listening to the ministry of divine truth, must 
have excited attention, and have called forth 
many remarks among the people. From that 
first time, Thomas Law, for that was his name, 
became a constant hearer, and a truly improving 
hearer of the gospel through all his future life. He 
was soon noticed by an eminent Christian in the 
congregation who was constantly on the watch for 
opportunities of doing good. He mentioned the 
case to Mr. Toller, at first with great surprise, 
and soon afterwards with grateful admiration of 
what God was doing for him. It was a most 
favourable circumstance, in his state of mind 
that he was brought into the company of one of 
the most excellent, devoted, wise-hearted. Chris- 
tians then known in the place, who took a deep 
interest in his case, and became of great service 
to him in his subsequent course. 

But how comes this man at first to enter this 
sanctuary, and at length to discover this re- 
markable change ? We wiD present the account 
in the words of the pastor, as it was given in the 
sermon preached years after, on the occasion of 
his death : — ^' I will state now the extraordinary 
means adopted by divine grace, by which this 
vessel of wrath, apparently fitting fast for de- 
struction, becomes a vessel of mercy, claimed and 
fitted for eternal glory. We have instances re- 
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corded both in Scripture and more modem 
history, of surprising and eminent conversions, 
brought about by extraordinary means ; but then 
for the most part they have been extraordinary 
means, calculated and adapted to answer the 
purpose. The conversion of Peter^s hearers on 
the day of Pentecost was a surprising conversion, 
but brought about by a most pungent awakening, 
convincing address to them. The jailer^s con- 
version was a remarkable one, but, so far as means 
went, brought about by the alarming providential 
event of an earthquake. SauPs conversion to 
Christianity was wonderful, but brought about 
by the miraculous appearance of Jesus Christ. 
So Colonel Gardiner's was a very remarkable 
conversion, but brought about by either a miracu- 
lous vision, or some vivid, awakening, heart- 
harrowing dream, which had all the appearance to 
him of a miraculous vision. But what appears to me 
to make the conversion of our fiiend the most extra- 
ordinary that I ever heard of in my life, is that the 
immediate original instrument had nothing ex- 
traordinary in it, but was merely a casual acci. 
dental thought, which came from nobody knew 
where, nor what cause, and might have passed 
through his mind, or a hundred minds, a hundred 
times without any effect at all. The substance 
of what I have heard him relate is this. That 
while at work at home in his loom, his wife on 
some common errand went into the town, and 
stayed longer than he expected or intended, upon 
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which hia passion rose to a most ungovemaK I 
height, and on her return he poured out upoi. 
her the most profane and abusive language.l 
During the course of the same day, she had 
occasion to go out again, and again he thought 
she stayed too long, and he became greatly excited, 
working up himself to a most violent rage, ready to 
break out upon her most furiously on her return. 
And when he was in the height of this dreadful 
state of feeUng, suddenly and powerfully the 
thought came across his mind, ^ Ah ! you had 
more need to go on your knees and cry for mercy 
than swear at your wife/ This came with the 
force of a cannon ball, and its effect was so great, 
and so sudden, that his passion fell at once, he 
received his wife with great mildness on her 
return, and was soon constrained indeed to go 
and cry for mercy. 

After this he had a terrible heart-rending 
view of his tremendous guilt and danger. He 
was filled with anguish, and went about seeking 
some hght and guidance. In this state of mind 
he attended the preaching of the word, went from 
one place to another to see if he could hoar any- 
thing that would meet his case, point out his sin, 
show the depravity of the heart, and discover a 
way of relief to his soul. It was under these 
circumstances that he was at length seen in this 
house of God ; the subject suited his case, came 
home to his heart, and fixed him here for life. 
Most happily, in these circumstances, he happened 
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to be noticed by and to fall into the company of 
a most wise, judicious, and serious friend, ad- 
mirably qualified to converse with a person in 
this state of mind, who was one of the greatest 
ornaments of this church I ever knew, who 
might be said to be always upon the watch for 
souls, and has been an instructor and helper of 
many, and I believe was a great blessing to him. 
He mentioned him to me with tokens of surprise 
at first seeing him under this roof, and then with 
rejoicing astonishment at the great things the 
Lord seemed to be doing for him/^ 

After a time he was received with great satis- 
faction to the communion of the church; and 
from that time, during the subsequent twenty 
years of his life, he maintained a most consistent, 
honourable, exemplary course ; attending under a 
ministry which he most highly prized, he at- 
tained to great eminence in the divine life. 

The pastor used to observe ^^ that it was one 
of the most remarkable and satisfactory cases of 
conversion he ever knew. The change was most 
decided ; he was manifestly a new creature ; old 
things had passed away ; all things had become 



new.^^ 



He became remarkable for the exercise of 
those very graces which were most opposed to 
the sins in which he had formerly indulged. There 
was a wonderful ardour and piety in his devotion ; 
his whole heart seemed wrapt up in devotion 
when addressing the Divine Being Himself, or 
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joining with others ; and there was a fixed and 
settled attention in hearing the Word, which 
would have the appearance of an affectation of 
sanctity to a stranger, but which to them that 
knew him appeared all reality. In connection 
with this, there appeared to me always uncommon 
attainments in the amiableness and excellency of 
the Christian spirit and temper. How did he 
use to pray and breathe after the mind that was 
in Christ, and dwell in prayer and conversation 
on the sweet and charming excellences of the 
blessed Jesus, and long to transcribe and make 
them his own ; and his attainments in his spirit 
were of no common kind. His house, his heart, 
and his purse, might be said in a sense to be the 
resort of the poor and needy. There was a mild- 
ness, and meekness, and candour about him 
truly exemplary; a harsh censure, an unjust 
reproach, never issued from his lips. He was 
not one of those professing Christians that talk 
about Christ and his righteousness, and salvation 
by Him, but experimentally and practically make 
light of his spirit and precepts ; but the Gospel 
seemed to go down to the bottom of his soul, 
and carry its salutary influence through all the 
branches of his character. He was perfectly fair 
and honourable in all his dealings, seeking not 
his own but the good of others ; his supreme aim 
in this respect was to act upon the golden rule. 
In this view he had a good report of all men. 
One who had considerable dealings with him, and 

6 
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knew him well, said, ^^ that he that knew him 
best would value him most/' 

With this devotional, amiable, and conscien- 
tious excellency was united all the depth of 
Christian humility. How deeply did he lament 
over former sins, and bitterly deplore the remains 
of sinfiil habits, and unsubdued corruptions ! — 
almost envying the piety of early Christians ; and 
he would speak with uncommon earnestness of 
the importance of being truly religious betimes. 
And if there was a man that felt the necessity 
of a Redeemer, or that carried with him a constant 
sense of his obligations to Him, this was the man. 
" He was one of the most eminent instances,^' said 
the pastor, " I ever knew of humility, and holiness, 
grace and duty, dependence and practice — deep 
humble dependence connected with the most 
earnest efforts and aims to attain every branch of 
the Christian character, and to stand complete 
in all the will of God.'' 

When the affliction came on which terminated 
in his death, he was under considerable dejection 
of spirits for a time. This partly arose from the 
depressing nature of the disease under which he 
suffered, and partly from his recollections of 
former sins. There was every evidence that God 
had forgiven him, but he could not forgive him- 
self. And then a little religion would not satisfy 
him, even real reUgion. He saw what a Chris- 
tian should be, and what the Gospel was calcu- 
lated to make him. Imperfections were great 
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sins with him, though little with others. Breaches 
in the Christian spirit and temper were great 
points with him, which others regard as httle. 
Such things will account for the depression he 
felt. But as he got nearer home these fears and 
dejections dispersed, and died away before the 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness, and in the 
evening time it became light ; the sun went dowii 
in brightness, and his last hours of life were 
spent in nothing but thanksgiving and praise. 
The state of his mind was the most perfect com- 
posure and resignation, no will, no wish of his 
own ; and he sank to everlasting rest in the full 
unclouded exercise of a will, completely and ftilly 
swallowed up in the will of God. 

It must have been a high gratification to be 
called to witness such a case, and to have been 
the means under Grod of promoting such improve- 
ment in the divine life, and to have to rejoice 
over such consistency and Christian excellency 
even to the end, in one who had been rescued 
from such a state of depravity and wickedness. 
His death was improved by the pastor from Isa. 
xlii. 16, ^^I will bring the bUnd by a way that 
they knew not, I will lead them in paths they 
have not known; I will make darkness Kght 
before them, and crooked things straight ; these 
things will I do unto them, and will not forsake 
them.^' 



CHAPTER XII. 

IMPROVEMENT OP PROVIDENTIAL DISPENSATIONS. 

If » minister of Christ is to ^^ preach the Word, 
and to be instant in season and out of season,^^ 
he will lay hold of passing events of an impressive 
and instructive nature, and seek to make them 
subservient to the great ends of the ministry. 
While he is to ^^ watch for souls as one that must 
give account/^ he will also watch the varying 
circumstances that may arise amongst his people, 
and take advantage of those events in Providence, 
and those seasons and incidents that may be 
presented in their lives, which appear to be 
adapted to arrest attention^ to awaken the mind 
or affect the heart, and to illustrate or enforce 
the lessons of divine truth. 

This was one distinguishing excellency in the 
ministry of Mr. Toller. He did not follow the 
steps of some pastors who preach what are called 
funeral sermons on the removal of every one of 
the members of the flock, but he selected the 
most striking and usefiil cases. There were 
several occasions in which events were improved 
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that were adapted to convey the most impressive 
lessons to the young, and such seasons were 
remembered with deep interest in years to come. 
In connection with this, we will introduce the 
case of two youthful hearers, who both became 
ministers of the Gospel. We will suppose them 
to meet on a certain occasion, and thus converse : — 

A, I think I have seen you, Mr. B., as a visitor 
in the town of K , have I not ? 

B. That is very probable, though I do not 
remember to have met you before ; but I have 
some relatives residing in the place you mention, 
whom I have frequently visited, and those visits 
I have especial reason to remember. You pro- 
bably know the Independent minister there. 

A, Yes, truly, I was brought up under his 
ministry, and the impressions produced by it will 
never be effaced from my mind. 

B. My relatives sustained an interesting re- 
lation to that church. I paid a visit to them 
once, on a remarkable occasion, the effect of 
which on my own mind I can never forget. A 
young person, a Miss Mee, in a family connected 
with the congregation, had been removed by 
death. Her case was peculiar. In early life she 
manifested a spirit of true piety, devoting the 
morning of her days to God ; but under the in- 
fluence of disease on the physical system, her 
mind became deranged, and in that state she 
continued till her death. The case was a mys- 
terious and affecting one. The minister decided 
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to make an improvement of it on the Sabbath. 
There was a crowded assembly. I have a vivid 
recollection of that service. I know the spot 
where I sat, and remember how I looked, and 
listened, and felt. The passage chosen was Isa. 
Iv. 7, 8, ^^For my thoughts are not your thoughts.'^ 
The applicatory part of the sermon was remark- 
ably powerful and impressive, especially in its 
tender, touching, and fervent appeals to the 
young. 

A, Yes, I remember it well. It sunk into 
my heart, and so deepened impressions which I 
had before received, that they were never again 
entirely lost. 

JB. I came to K , at that time on a visit, 

a thoughtless lad, but then and there the truth 
which was presented with so much energy and 
affection did, by the blessing of God, so lay hold 
of my heart as to be the beginning, I trust, of a 
new life. To that season I trace the first germ 
of a divine life ; that brought me to the Saviour's 
feet, and to a decision for God. When the ser- 
vice closed my heart was fiill. I was constrained 
ere that night had passed to pour it out before 
God. And I never think on that day without 
grateful feelings that I was brought there, or 
without affectionate regards to the minister I 
then heard. 

A. It is truly interesting to me to find that 
we both heard to purpose on that day. Sitting 
under that ministry, from my earliest recoUec- 
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tions I received impressions of a religious nature, 
and many seasons do I remember, as I was rising 
up into life, when I felt much under the preach- 
ing of the Word. Prone to trifle and delay, again 
and again on the Sabbath was I aroused, and 
constrained to retire to think and to pray. On 
one occasion a powerful sermon, from ^^ Behold! 
now is the accepted time ; behold ! now is the 
day of salvation,^' so impressed me with a sense 
of the folly and dreadful danger of delay, that I 
was compelled at once to retire and to plead with 
God that I might no longer be suffered to put off 
the great concerns of salvation. Some little time 
after that, this funeral service which you have 
described took place, which brought me, I be- 
lieve, to a real decision for God. We give the 
glory to God for the grace imparted, for giving 
such quaUfications to the minister of his Word, 
for bringing us under such instructions in the 
morning of life, and for opening the heart to the 
reception of the truth. Another case comes to 
my recollection, which is that of a very promising 
young man in the medical profession, a member 
of a numerous family, who was suddenly taken 
away under affecting circumstances. 

B. You refer to Mr. George fioughton. I 
was not there at the time, but heard of the solemn 
event. 

A. That event was improved in a manner 
very characteristic of the preacher in the subject 
chosen, the mode in which it was treated, and 
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the impressive lessons drawn fi'om the subject 
and the dispensation. Most of the members of 
the family were present, and the preacher strik- 
ingly announced for his text the words, ''Thy 
brother shall rise again/^ He presented the 
following observations : — " First, that by the 
wise constitution of Providence, those ties and 
connections are formed in life on which much of 
its value and happiness depends ; then, however 
near and tender or harmonious these ties may be, 
they are always liable to the encroachments of 
that great and remorseless invader, death; and 
then, under the bereavements and separations 
occasioned by death, the prospect of a glorious 
resurrection from the dead is the great and only 
true support. ' Thy brother shall rise again.' '' 
That was a season long remembered by some 
that were present. 

J5. This calls up to my mind another case of 
a very different nature to those of which we have 
spoken, which occasioned the delivery of one of 
the most impressive sermons in the way of warn- 
ing to the young that he probably ever preached. 
A dissolute young man who attended his ministry 
was cut off in the midst of his days, the victim 
of disease brought on by the vices in which he 
had indulged. On the Sabbath afternoon after 
his interment the pastor preached from Eccles. 
ix. 12 : ''For man also knoweth not his time; 
as the fishes that are taken in an evil net, and 
as the birds that are caught in the snare, so are 
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the sons of men snared in an evil time when it 
falleth suddenly upon them/^ There were such 
powerful and impressive warnings, such fervent 
and striking entreaties in the closing parts of 
that sermon, that it was wept over and prayed 
over by many among the pious part of the people, 
who pleaded and hoped that it might never be 
forgotten. 

A, I was present on that occasion, and at- 
tempted to take down some parts of the sermon; 
but as the fervour of the preacher increased, I 
was nearly overcome. Some things in that dis- 
course I can never forget. Having since the 
preacher^s death obtained the MS. of that sermon, 
I will give the application in the closing part, 
which was delivered with peculiar fervour and 
affection. The first head of improvement was — 

^^ 1. Let young people take the alarm and 
learn the infinite danger of venturing on the 
borders of temptation. If there are any above 
others that one should humbly hope that such a 
subject might interest, and to whom it might be 
of more essential service, it is the young who 
have not yet, we trust, tasted the wormwood and 
the gall, or worn the heavy fetters of sin ; and if 
anytlimg under heaven is desirable for them, it 
is that they should understand and efficaciously 
believe what one says on such a subject. My 
dear young friends, my heart is sometimes ready 
almost to burst when I think of you in connec- 
tion with such a subject as the text; and I feel 
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as if I had never scarcely said anything to the 
purpose to you in reference to it. I feel as if I 
wanted another tongue and another language to 
speak to you with more power and conviction on 
the criticalness and importance of your present 
age and circumstances. You are rising into life 
inexperienced and unsuspicious, your passions 
vigorous, your desire of happiness strong and 
clamorous, your reason undistingniahing, you are 
ready to prefer the first object that calls itself 
pleasure, and to give yourself up to whatever 
promises happiness. But, oh, be persuaded to 
think of the consequences, by the solemn testi- 
mony of God^s Word, by the bitter experience of 
thousands that have gone before you, by the 
groans, and misery, and death of thousands more ! 
Oh, think of what is to come ! It is impossible 
you should now conceive what a rancour there is 
in the poison of sin ! What horror of soul lurks 
under its most inviting temptations ! How dan- 
gerous the first yielding to sin ! One leads on to 
another, that to another, that to another ; thus the 
most dangerous habits are formed, the heaviest 
fetters are forged, and sin twines its silken cords 
about the soul, which prove at last stronger than 
adamant, and harder to shake off than chains of 
brass. 

' ^Tis easier work if we begin 

To fear the Lord betimes ; 
While sinners that grow old in sin 

Are hardened in their crimes.' 

Oh, form a custom of thinking every day. Do 
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not leave a day without sucli thoughts as these-— 
^ Where am I ? What was I placed in this world 
for ? What other world may I expect to go to ? 
How soon may I go ? What is my great busi- 
ness in life ? Can I think of it too soon ? What 
risk do I run ? What fis 'the temptation of my 
temper, my situation, my circumstances, my con- 
nections ? What dangers surround me? Can 
I avoid them too soon ? Can I be happy in any- 
thing but the favour of Grod and meetness for a 
better world ? What will sin, will pleasure, will 
daring, will thoughtlessness do for me in a dying 
hour, or at the bar of God ? Lord, make thy 
servant truly wise. Enable me to remember my 
Creator in the days of my youth. Oh, help me to 
seek Thee early/ Such a method as this, early 
adopted, and earnestly pursued, there is reason 
to hope the Divine blessing may make essentially 
useful. ^ I love them that love Me, and they that 
seek Me early shall find Me.' Oh, it is impos- 
sible that I can describe, or you can conceive, 
the blessedness of early, sterling godliness, what 
supreme advantages it includes, what unthought 
of misery it avoids. Surely nothing can be a 
richer instance of fnendship in those who have 
known the evil of this than to take all oppor- 
tunity ,of warning their young friends of what 
they know, by painful and lasting experience, of 
the consequences of an ill-spent youth ; or that 
others should encourage them, who have known 
wisdom's ways from early life. 
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^'2. How infinitely desirable it is that those 
who havp entered on the paths of temptation 
should be enabled to stop in time ! The progress 
of sin is gradual; it sinks no man into the very 
depths of depravity at once : its habits are not 
formed at once ; its chains do not bind the soul 
to vice at once. One indulgence leads on to 
another ; one temptation is connected with an- 
other. The way of sin is a gradual descent, but 
the further it goes the steeper it grows, till at 
last the soul rushes on a precipice, and dashes 
down on the rocks of a hundred-fold destruction. 
But, blessed be God, in the beginning of temp- 
tation still there is hope ; the wanderer may be 
reclaimed, the prodigal may return, the poor 
blind self-deceiver may come to himself. The 
harvest is not past, the summer is not ended. 
It is not too late to think. The heart still re- 
lents; conscience still warns, and wrestles, and 
convicts ; Providence aflfects, the Word of God 
strikes home. Destruction is not sure ; damna- 
tion is not sealed. Oh, is there such a case here ? 
Oh, stop, stand still, dread to take another step ; 
that^s damnation's road. Oh, look down through 
the glass of the gospel ; look down, before, be- 
neath, see how many, many dead lie there ! how 
many of her guests thou art following are in the 
depths of hell ! Oh, look back; look up to a 
wiUing, gracious, inviting Saviour — ' Lord, save, 
or I perish ;' ^ Take away the heart of stone, 
give me the heart of flesh ;' ' Open mine eyes ;' 
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' Turn me, and I shall be turned/ And you that 
were once hurrying on that downward road, but 
have been restored, look back and admire and 
adore distinguishing and recovering grace. Lord, 
why did not I perish with thousands of others ? 
Why was I made to hear Thy voice, and enter 
while there^s room ? It is by the grace of God I 
am what I am ; to that grace be all the glory. 

'^ 3. What reason have we to unite in implor- 
ing gracious communications, those influences 
of Divine grace, to co-operate with the solemn 
warnings of God^s providence, and the faithfiil 
dictates of his Word, to bring both home to the 
hearts and consciences of all? It becomes 
mortals like us to exercise a respectful, awfiil 
silence, with respect to the character and fates of 
the dead. To their own Master they stand or 
fall. We have no business in the judgment seat. 
We have enough to do to judge ourselves ; and 
if we have any just view of our character we 
shall think so. But still providential dispensa- 
tions have a voice ; they are never sent for no- 
thing ; and therefore, when Providence seems to 
work out any striking, interesting instances of 
mortality, it becomes those who watch for your 
souls to turn the voice of the Word into the 
channel of that providence ; and it becomes us 
all, who have any sense of eternity, or any value 
for the souls of men, to hft up our ardent eyes 
and fervent prayers to the God of all grace that 
He would effectually carry home instruction to 
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the hearty that many may hear^ and fear^ and 
leam^ and tremble for themselves and one an- 
other ; that those who are stout-heaMjed and far 
from righteousness may be subdued by the united 
combination of solemn providences and a warning 
gospel ; that those who are tampering with temp- 
tation, and closing in with sin, may be arrested 
and plucked as brands out of the burning while 
there is hope; and that recovered souls may 
learn more and more to admire and adore ; and 
that the grace bestowed upon them may not be 
in vain ; but that they may labour more abund- 
antly, and, with increasing earnestness, seek the 
good of others, and the glory of their Lord/' 

It wants the voice and manner of the preacher 
to show what this was as delivered to a crowded 
assembly under solemn and affecting circum- 
stances. In my early days there was the affect- 
ing case of a lady dying in childbirth— Mrs. 
Addison — ^who had an affectionate husband, an 
interesting family of children, attended with 
the most pleasing prospects. It was a case that 
excited much attention, and the pastor improved 
the event by a very characteristic sermon from 
John xix. 41 : ^^ And in the garden a sepulchre .*' 

B, He would, I have no doubt, wisely accom- 
modate the passage, and discover great skill, 
beauty, and impressiveness in the remarks it 
would suggest. 

A. He observed — ^^I take up the circum- 
stance mentioned on the present occasion, viz., that 
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the body of the Eedeemer was laid in a sepulchre 
in a garden, because I think it suggests some 
natural and serious reflections peculiarly adapted 
to that particular providential dispensation which 
we are now met together to improve — such as 
these : First, that sinful and miserable as this world 
may in many respects be represented to be, yet 
there are certain spots which we pass in our way 
through it that may be compared to the frag- 
rance, and sweetness, and beauty of a garden. 
Further, that such is the wise and righteous ap- 
pointment of Providence that sometimes, even in 
the pleasantest and most prosperous garden of 
this kind, the mouth of the grave shall suddenly 
open upon us. But once more, that still the con- 
sideration that this damp and dark abode was 
once the resting-place of the Redeemer tends to 
disperse the gloom and take oflf from the abrupt- 
ness and terror of the scene.^^ If it wiU not 
weary you, I can give you two or three passages 
of much beauty from this sermon. 

B. I cannot be soon wearied with anything 
relating to the ministry of him to whom, under 
God, I owe so much. 

A. In the first part of the sermon it was 
remarked ^Hhat the number, the variety, the 
richness, the continuance of our providential 
comforts have often been such that our passage 
through a considerable part of life may be con- 
sidered as a journey through a garden. Years of 
health set over against but a few days or hours 
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or nights of pain; the constant, regular, daily 
supply, not only of the necessaries, but the 
reasonable conveniences and comforts of life; 
competent success in one's business or profes- 
sion ; the good will, and esteem, and kind offices 
of surrounding acquaintances, especially the en- 
dearing sweets of conjugal affection ; tbe union of 
hearts, the cheerful fireside, the grateful meal, 
the venerable pleasures of the family altar, the 
smile, the playfulness, the healthful looks, the 
innocent prattle, the clasping little hands of the 
group of rising young ones. Surely such scenes 
as these cannot be called the blank of life, the 
barrenness of a desert, or the briars and thorns 
of a wilderness ; no, surely they are the blossoms, 
and flowers, and fruit trees, and walks of a plea- 
sant garden. And sometimes it pleases a good 
Providence for a series of years to protract this 
tranquillity, to lengthen this walk through a 
garden of domestic enjoyment, to multiply these 
mercies, and thus stiU more and more enrich and 
adorn the sweetness of the scene, so that a man's 
case shall be the object of notice ; the smooth- 
ness of his journey the object of congratulation 
to some and of envy to others, and many shall be 
disposed to say, ^^ the lines are fallen to such in 
pleasant places.'' 

But under the second division it was remarked, 
'^ that there is never a garden in life without a 
sepulchre ; and sometimes in the pleasantest spot 
of all, where the flowers are the fairest, the pros- 
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pects the richest, the voices of the birds the 
sweetest, where you are most disposed to sit 
down and enjoy, the mouth of the ghastly grave 
shall suddenly open at your feet. At the opening 
of some agreeable avenue, or some sudden turn 
of a flowery path, instead of an arbour shall ap- 
pear a sepulchre ; instead of a bed of roses a 
resting-place of dust. And are these very un- 
common cases ? The all-consuming progress of 
decline, the ravages of fever, the sudden and 
unexpected withering of youth, and bloom, and 
beauty, from almost unknown causes — causes 
unsearchable — are these very uncommon cases ? 
The desire of the eyes taken away with a stroke, 
the sun of life going down while it is yet day, 
life vanishing like a vapour, the husband bereaved 
of the wife of his youth, a family of fatherless or 
motherless infants, or ^ Rachel weeping for her 
children because they are not.' Are these un- 
common cases ? Oh, no ; there is never a garden 
in life without a sepulchre. And not seldom, too, 
that sepulchre not discovered at a distance, not 
gradually prepared for, not expected and fore- 
seen, but starting upon you at once to shock 
your sight, arrest your steps, interrupting your 
progress, filling up your way.'' 

In the third part, in relation to the Redeemer, 
it was observed : — " In his journey through 
life He found a sepulchre in a garden by no 
means, indeed, in the sense just described, for 
^ He was despised and rejected of men, a man of 

. 7 



98 IMPROVEMENT OP 

sorrows, and acquainted with grief/ But He 
entered his tomb to reconcile us to the sight of 
ours ; He went into it to make a passage through 
it ; He lay down there as the efficient discoverer 
of the regions beyond it, with the incomparable 
words in his mouth, ^ I am the resurrection and 
the life/ He approached the sepulchre as a 
conqueror, not a victim, to draw the sting of 
death, and wrench the victory out of the hand 
of the grave, to light up a lamp that should 
illuminate the tomb through a thousand genera- 
tions, and to turn the horrors of a yawning pit 
into the calmness and sweetness of an arbour of 
repose. ' Blessed be the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, who hath begotten us again 
to a lively hope ' of an eternity of glory ' by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead/ '^ 

In the improvement it was strikingly observed, 
" that the Almighty is sometimes constrained 
thus to stand forth to select the last person you 
would think of in a family, the last in a town, 
the last in your connections, in order to ring a 
general alarm of mortality, to make thoughtless 
men think, to spread a general spirit of serious- 
ness, that it may be the universal exclamation, 
' Alas ! what is life V May this be the effect in 
the present instance ! Herein the wisdom and 
goodness of God appear. And not only are this 
wisdom and goodness apparent in such a stroke, 
from the general effect it is fitted to produce, but 
from its tendency to bring home serious impres- 
sions on particular minds, to act as a check upon 
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undue attachments, inordinate love to any human 
blessings, to promote hereby personal immediate 
piety. We can see scores of our fellow creatures 
burie4 with little emotion ; strangers carried to 
their graves without a sigh ; distant acquaintance 
or common neighbours are disposed of with the 
calm remark, ^ Ah, poor man ! he is gone ;^ nay, 
we can bury a remoter relation — an uncle, a 
grandfather, or a distant kinsman — ^without a 
warmer prayer, or an additional tear. But when 
the Almighty comes home, when He strikes an 
arrow through the heart, when He rends bone 
from our bone, flesh from our flesh ; when He 
cuts down a beloved daughter, or a wife, or a 
sister, in the bloom of years and usefulness, then 
the rod is felt, then the wound is deep, then, 
if we are capable of feeling at all, we feel indeed ; 
and for that very reason such providences are 
wise and kind, to make us feel in earnest/' 

Again, it was said, " We learn here the in- 
finite importance of personal evangelical piety, 
and religious connections. A hundred arguments 
may be brought to prove the infinite importance 
of genuine piety, but I think there is no one 
thing in the world of the kind that represents it 
in a point of view so striking, as the separation 
by death of those who loved one another before. 
When people have been cordially united in 
natural afiection, have lived in harmony together, 
may be said, in the common sense of the lan- 
guage, to have drawn together, have been com- 
panions and partners together in the cares and 
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pleasures of life for a number of years^ there 
appears to me nothing in the world so intolerable, 
strictly speaking, as the idea of separation with- 
out a well-grounded prospect, upon Christian 
principles, of meeting again ; or, with the greatest 
apprehensions of meeting in a world of woe. I 
really can scarcely wonder at any extravagance 
of grief, or any extremities that under such cir- 
cumstances people fly to. It is real, personal, 
vital religion, mutual ^ repentance towards God, 
and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ,' the love 
and choice of holiness, being 'heirs together 
of the grace of life,' fellow-partakers of the 
same hope, fellow-expectants of the same in- 
heritance, fellow-travellers to the same home. 
This is the glory of relative, of conjugal con- 
nections; this turns the grave into a bed of 
sleep when one dies ; this makes such connec- 
tions in Ufe and death mutually precious ; when 
death divides the one from the other, she is not 
lost but gone before. ' 0, death ! there is a bond 
subsisting between us which thine arm cannot 
touch, thy power cannot divide ; we shall trample 
on thy power, and rise above thy reach. Thy sister, • 
thy wife, thy daughter, shall rise again.' " 

Such were some of the most touching and 
impressive passages of this discourse. 

B. I thank you heartily for their recital, and 
am happy that we have had this opportunity to 
call to mind these scenes of days that are gone. 
Fare you well. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

THE CHARACTER OF THE PIOUS AND USEFUL 

MAIDEN LADY. 

The following sketch is given from the sermon 
preached by the pastor to improve the death of 
Miss Paul; the text chosen by herself was, Phil, i. 
23, " Having a desire to depart, and to be with 
Christ, which is far better.'^ 

^^ It appears to me,'^ said the preacher, " that 
funeral sermons should not consist of applause of 
the dead, or censures on them. In this sense 
to their own Master they stand or fall. And 
yet, merely to treat some general subject of mor- 
tality, or some topic of Christian truth on such 
occasions, seems to me to turn funeral discourses 
into unmeaning services calculated to do very 
little good. If there is nothing particular in the 
case, let no special sermon be appointed on the 
occasion at all. But where anything peculiar to 
the case, and calculated for usefrilness to the 
living can be suitably and conscientiously in- 
troduced, I think it ought to be done, and that 
this is the one special object ; and this I think 
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may be suitably and conscientionsly done on 
this occasion. 

'^ It is now fourscore years ago since the father 
of the deceased, Mr. Hugh Paul, bom within seven 
miles of this place, came to reside in this town ; 
and it is well known that for fifty years he was 
eminent here in his profession as a medical man, 
and respected for the friendliness of his disposi- 
tion. Nor was his partner in life less deserving 
of respect for her sense, and her piety, and con- 
sistency. The person whom we have just con- 
ducted to her gi'ave was the last surviving branch 
of the whole family. Except in the continuance 
of a legal relation, the name is now extinct 
amongst us. Thus does one generation pass 
away and another come. Thus will it be by and 
by with us and others. Oh, that when our 
names are erased, obliterated, forgotten amongst 
men, we may be had in remembrance before God ! 
^^I remark further, our friend that is gone 
was an unquestionable, and, I think, eminent 
instance of early piety. I suppose she could 
never remember the time when her infant mind 
was entirely uninfluenced by divine truth and 
religious principle. And under the care of ma- 
ternal piety and the public means of grace, she 
thus grew up like Samuel before the Lord, and 
could emphatically say, ^I Thy servant have 
feared the Lord fix)m my youth.' This, in con- 
nection with an amiable, natural temper^ a de- 
sirable flow of spirits, and constant access to 
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valuable means of Cliristian instruction and im- 
provement, were tlie means of opening to her a 
larger share of religious joy than most Christians 
experience. I behove few persons feasted more 
upon the truths, promises, and hopes of the 
Gospel than herself. Her soul was often fed with 
' marrow and fatness.^ ^ The joy of the Lord was 
her strength.^ And what was very remarkable, 
though a perfectly cousistent and intelligible fact 
in this connection, it appears from hints and 
memoranda in her diary, this joy never rose 
higher than under her greatest and heaviest 
trials, many of which she was exercised with 
towards the meridian of life. Glorious evidence 
of the power of religion to bear up under tribula- 
tion. ^As tribulation abounded, consolation so 
much more abounded.' Most commanding re- 
commendation of early piety, to which, under 
God, she owed a large proportion of this conso- 
lation; piety being so much her element from 
early life, growing up with her as her daily com- 
panion and delight. 

^^ This leads me to remark that her religious 
joys, when warm and exalted, were, there is 
reason to beUeve, entirely scriptural and genuine 
— ^nothing savouring of presumption, of spiritual 
pride, of ^ stand by, for I am holier than thou.' 
Nothing fanciful, visionary, or enthusiastic, but 
such as might be brought to the law and the 
testimony, and accompanied and evidenced by 
the most ardent aspirations after every part of 
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the Christian spirit and temper, and after the 
most conscientious regard to' every branch of the 
Christian conduct. For instance, I always con- 
sidered her as almost a model of filial piety. She 
was the life and stay and earthly refuge of her 
lame and aged parent for years and years ; and 
by her assiduity, her tenderness, and daily and 
nimble care, I verily believe prolonged those 
years here. She was all that a Joseph was to 
the venerable patriarch in his latter years. As 
some that hear me very weU know, at one time 
she had a very critical, difficult, delicate part to 
act under her father^ s roof, in many more respects 
than one — difficulties that drove her often to the 
throne of grace in groans and tears for wisdom 
and for grace to show her the way she should 
go i and by her principle and prudence, her mild 
and accommodating spirit, and her constant 
attention to the interests of the family, she pre- 
served it from sinking into a state of desolation — 
kept the domestic vessel from foundering and 
going down. 

" In connection with this it may be justly 
observed she was remarkable for the amiable 
graces of benevolence, and kindness, and gener- 
osity — was always ^ ready to every good work ' to 
the utmost of her power, and even beyond her 
power j it was one of her faults, and it grew upon 
her. Many of the poor will miss her. Advice, 
money, medicine, instructions, prayers, she evi- 
dently took a pleasure in dispensing and com- 
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municating, and never found herself more truly 
blest than in being a blessing. 

^^ Another circmnstance very observable in 
her was, that while her views, I beHeve, were 
truly evangelical, her piety eminent, her walk 
with God close, and her joys high, yet there was 
nothing censorious, nothing morose, severe, rough, 
and forbidding in her religion. She was an in- 
stance of the distinction between the purity, 
spirituality, and consistency of religion, and 
rigidity, Pharisaical stiffness, the affected grimace 
of sanctity, the making great crimes of Uttle 
things, straining at the gnat and swallowing the 
camel. Her religion was like her Master— open, 
candid, mild, cheerful, which rendered her in her 
best days pecuUarly agreeable, and especially 
useftd to young people. Though I believe few 
people^s conduct and deportment in company, or 
anywhere else, were more consistent, unexcep- 
tionable, or becoming than hers, yet there was 
nothing about her that threw any unamiable, 
rigid kind of gloom on any innocently cheerful 
hour. 

^^ I may remark, that after the removal of her 
parents, owing to causes not necessary to de- 
scribe, her income was straitened, and her means 
of support became scanty; but ^ trust in the 
Lord and do good, so shalt thou dwell in the 
land, and verily thou shalt be fed,^ was verified 
in her case. Her assiduous attention to her aged 
parents, her conscientious conduct and spirit, the 
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generous efforts she made, did not go without 
their reward even here. She had numerous 
fiiends abundantly able and willing to step for- 
ward, and some providential supplies of an unex- 
pected kind dropped in, which contributed to 
her comfortable support to the last; and she 
lived generally respected and beloved, and wanted 
to the last no good thing. 

'^ I have only one remark to make more. A 
person of such early and eminent piety, such 
exalted joys, and such supports, some would 
have expected to have gone off at last in tri- 
umph. But this was by no means the case. We 
are in a great degree mechanical beings. We 
are not to expect miracles, and without miracles 
our religious joys, in certain circumstances, must 
be greatly influenced by corporeal causes. Bodily 
weakness and disease brought her down gradually 
to the grave, benumbed her senses, weakened 
her mental powers, left no elasticity either in 
body or mind — ^no capacity of expressing any- 
thing of any kind. But in her circumstances 
she discovered and possessed exactly what from 
her character I expected — perfect calmness, no 
distressing fears, no high hopes, but entirely a 
looking and waiting for the salvation of God; 
which shows, however desirable dying com- 
forts may be, living influencing principles are 
greatly more important. Upon the whole, few 
persons I ever knew with more and greater ex- 
cellences and fewer faults/' 



CHAPTER XIV. 

CHARA.CTEK INFLUENCED BY A SUITABLE CONNECTION 
DECIDED BY AN AFFECTING BEREAVEMENT. 

Many are the instances that may be noticed by 
an observant mind of the influence which con- 
nections formed in early life have on the fiiture 
character and course. Nor is it less to be ob- 
served how the dispensations of Divine Provi- 
dence are rendered the means of answering the 
most important purposes. 

These points are illustrated in the description 
given of the case of Mr. Luke Nunneley. Of him 
Mr. Toller observed, respecting '^ the age to which 
he had lived, that though some do Kve and enjoy 
life, and are useful in it beyond his age, and 
though he seemed to all appearance to be built 
for longer life, and, as' he said, 'he was by no 
means tired of life, if it had pleased God to spare 
it,^ yet, rationally considered, he had lived as 
long as a wise man could be much concerned 
about living. He had seen what might be called 
the best part of life, and what might yet be sup- 
posed to remain could not, in the estimation of a 
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wise man, be of any great value. He had lived 
— and I have often heard him mention it with a 
serious spirit — ^to bring up all his family ; he had 
lived to see them settled, and for the most part 
comfortably settled, all about him, and comfort- 
ably provided for. ' Goodness and mercy had 
followed him all his days.' There was no par- 
ticular object he had in life ; and in that view it 
might be said comparatively, that ' with long life 
God had satisfied him/ and therefore he said, 
while he was sensible, ^ that he had no will of his 
own, and that he was perfectly willing to Kve 
and wiUing to die.' One of the most desirable 
tempers to which a good man can attain, willing 
either to live or die as it may please Gt)d. 

^^ But in him we have an instance of the im- 
portance of gracious and respectable connections 
of the nearest kind in early life. He was left 
master of his house when quite young, in fall 
health and spirits, and of a cheerful turn, and in 
a business in some respects ensnaring. In these 
circumstances, which might have been of the 
most dangerous consequence, a gracious Provi- 
dence interposed to lead him to a connection 
with an amiable, prudent, pious companion, who 
was a blessing to him all through life ; and in 
that particular view a most important and critical 
blessing, at that time, when so much depended 
on the connection formed. ^ Acknowledge God,' 
young people, ' in all your ways.' 

" But what is still more striking, not only 
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was the bestowment of this amiable companion a 
blessing to him, but I believe, in the course of a 
gracious, mysterious Providence, her removal by 
death was a still more important blessing, because 
the greatness of the loss became a gein to his 
best interests. Bereaved of so near a friend, left 
with a yoimg and rising family, the depth of the 
aJHiction drove him to his God, and, I believe, 
effected that full, decisive, spiritual change which 
was the one thing he wanted. Before, he was an 
amiable, respectable character in most respects ; 
in some things too much conformed to the world, 
too easily drawn aside in some things, not the 
decision of the Christian character, ^ on the 
Lord^s side.^ The decision, the consistency of 
the Christian, seemed wanting. And I beheve 
verily that that deeply wounding stroke was the 
instrument of answering the great end. Ever 
since he was a different man iij. point of piety, 
decision, and consistency. I remember mention- 
ing in confidential conversation that that stroke 
was the means of giving Christian decision to his 
character. ^ Oh,^ he said, ^ what must I have 
been to have needed such a stroke as that to 
bring me over to God, and Christ, and consistent 
Christianity.' '' 

When the stroke by which Mrs. Nunneley 
was cut down took place, the pastor, in making 
an improvement of that event, observed : — '^ We 
should learn what is our highest wisdom, and 
what our only refuge under rebuking provi- 
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dences : not to quarrel with God— that is pre- 
sumptuous and dangerous ; not to sink into 
despondency and distrust — that is unnecessary 
and useless; not to despise the chastening of 
the Lord — that is insolence and blasphemy ; but 
to think on our ways, and turn our feet unto 
God^s testimonies. 

^^ In this view, nothing in the world is so de- 
sirable as an evangelical turn to this providence 
with reference to the near relatives of the 
deceased, and more immediately to the surviving 
husband. It is not a slight or common provi- 
dence with which he is exercised; his nearest 
bosom companion unexpectedly and awfiiUy 
wrenched from him in the prime of life, and in 
the midst of her usefulness, when her life was 
most important to her family, and most dear to 
him. It is, humanly speaking, one of the loudest 
voices to him that Providence itself could have 
uttered. And shall such a voice speak utterly in 
vain ? Shall a mere painful sense of the great- 
ness of the loss, and a few tears of natural affec- 
tion suffice, and let such a Providence pass by ? 
I would fain believe and hope that he cannot be 
satisfied with such a thought, and that he has 
chosen the subject now before us* with a humble, 
hearty view, to be assisted by Divine grace in 
turning to the Lord in the fullest sense, with fall 

* The text chosen by the bereaved husband 
was Hosea vi. 1 . 
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purpose of heart, that the wounds he has received 
may be evangelically, and only evangelically, 
healed. A double tide of care is passing in upon 
him— the care of a young and rising family— in 
a tempting and a changing world. How de- 
sirable is it that by daily instruction to them, 
daily prayer for and with them, and daily 
example before them, he should be enabled to 
bring home the passage he has chosen on this 
occasion to them — ^ Come and let us,^ as a family 
at large, ^ return unto the Lord, for He hath torn, 
and He will heal ; He hath smitten, and He will 
bind us up.^ May the children remember their 
Creator betimes, and reflect that they must one 
day meet their departed mother again; and if 
she has talked with them, or wept over them, or 
prayed with them for their souPs good, may they 
so think of it, and seriously mind it now, that 
they may not be ashamed to meet her then. 
May the surviving relatives in elder life, as the 
streams fail, be led nearer to the fountain ; and 
in proportion as heart and flesh fail, time, and 
the world, earthly connections, and earthly bless- 
ings, give way and vanish, be enabled to cleave 
closer and closer to the unchanging God^ as the 
strength of their heart, and their portion for 
ever \" 

It is manifest that these faithful and affec- 
tionate appeals were iiot in vain; the fature days 
of the bereaved husband were more entirely 
dedicated to God. 
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^^One thing perhaps, some may think wanting, 
as evidential of his decision, viz., that though as 
a private Christian he assumed a profession, and 
decision, and consistency, he never publicly ap- 
peared on the Lord's side by joining in the sacred 
ordinance of the Lord's Supper. I have often 
exceedingly regretted, for his own sake, and his 
family, that he never did. But I have no doubt 
thab the omission was not from neglect of duty, 
but excessive modesty, a deep sense of unworthi- 
ness, an unwarrantable awe of a lively and edify- 
ing ordinance, and a too literal interpretation of 
an awful passage of Scripture. In this view, I 
hope he wiU be no example to his survivmg 
family, through extreme deference to his conduct. 
This is injurious to the edification of the indi- 
vidual, to the honour of Christianity, and the 
advancement of the Church of Christ.'' 

^^Another thing to be observed is, that he was 
truly the just and upright man. I think, not 
only where there is a general consistency in the 
Christian graces does the character shine, but it 
shines likewise when a man is eminent for some 
particular grace, which his particular sphere in 
life more especially calls for. In the line of life 
in which our friend moved, justice, firmness of 
mind, integrity in conduct, and truth in words, 
was a most important grace. Now, from all that 
I have ever heard, in this particular his conduct 
shone. Many a time have I heard hini spoken 
of with high respect in this particular view in 
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promiscuous company. And on this account, in 
valuing the property of others, in cases of arbitra- 
tion,, where knowledge and integrity are the 
grand qualifications, he was often employed and 
occupied. 

^^ One thing more I say, that our hope about 
our friend arises entirely from his character and 
principles in life and health, and from nothing 
which proceeded from him when the dying hour 
approached. For though some time decHning, 
yet when the dying hour advanced, if the great 
work had not been done before, nothing could 
have been done then ; for there was merely the 
remnant of himself both in body and mind — 
nothing but a languishing body, and a mind 
sinking into ruins. Before he got too ill to be 
conversed with, I asked him whether he could 
lift up his heart to God in prayer. His answer 
was, ^My prayers are nothing but thoughts.^ 
On another occasion when I asked him whether 
his mind was calm, his answer was, ^ I don't 
know whether I have any mind at all.' Such 
was his incapacity for reflection. Yet no fear 
of death, and nothing to do but to die. And 
nothing appeared to give any pleasure but hear- 
ing and speaking of Jesus Christ,'' 
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CHAPTER XV. 

TWO AGED DEACONS OF THE CHURCH REMOVED — 
THEIR CHARACTER DESCRIBED. 

It will be generally allowed by those who are 
acquainted with the constitution and working of 
congregational churches, that it is a great advan- 
tage to a Christian pastor, and to the church 
over which he presides, to have suitable persons 
to fill the deacons^ office, to take charge of the 
secular affairs of the church, and to exert a use- 
ful influence in promoting its spiritual prosperity. 
How valuable are men of sterling integrity, of 
sound practical wisdom, filled with the spirit of 
evangelical truth and piety. The want of such 
men is deeply felt in many churches. Still, there 
are a large proportion of men of the right spirit 
and character that are called to this office ; and 
well will it be when they can be found in all the 
churches of the saints. 

We have the opportunity of presenting here 
a sketch of the character of two deacons of the 
church at Kettering, who filled that office for 
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many years with credit to themselves, comfort to 
the pastor, and advantage to the flock. 

In the year 1809, Mr. John Hennell, who had 
been for many years connected with the Church, 
was removed by death. He had stood very high 
in general esteem, and had been on intimate 
terms of friendship with the pastor. The event 
was improved in a discourse from John iii. 12 : 
^^ Demetrius hath good report of all men, and of 
the truth itself; yea, and we also bear record, 
and ye know that our record is true.^^ At the 
close the following account was given of the 
departed : — " I cannot but think, and I speak 
before God when I say it, without any known 
bias or selfish motives, for I never uttered a 
sentence in my life that came more from the 
sincerity of my heart, that the general acquaint- 
ance, the particular associates, and especially the 
surviving family of our deceased friend, have in 
his character that he has left behind him a very 
valuable, consistent, and excellent model of imi- 
tation, so far as any mere human example ought 
to be so. Ye are witnesses (and God also) that 
are now here, and many more elsewhere, what, 
his reputation in the world has been; in one 
word, few, I believe, were more generally re- 
spected. This Christian society can witness to 
his reputation in the Church of Christ, with vvhich 
he was connected near thirty years. Eis piety, 
his peaceableness, his kindness and candour, his 
love of good men, his disposition to do good; 
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the value that you put upon his presence, and 
prayers, and example, in our reKgious solemnities, 
private as weU as public, I think may be con- 
sidered as what the Apostle calls, in the case of 
Demetrius, ^ a good report of the truth itself/ 
To which I may, and ought while thus publicly 
speaking, to add with the Apostle, ' and we also 
bear witness/ I lived under his roof for eight 
years, and saw him in all the situations described 
just now, and I think in this instance you will 
hardly question the motive or solemnity of my 
testimony, when I say I also bear record (and 
on this public occasion, circumstanced as I have 
been, I dare not suppress it), I also bear record 
that so far as one man can say for another, truly 
it was so. There have been greater men than 
he, more eminent, more conspicuous, more usefiil 
Christians ; but, for a man in a private sphere of 
life, there was that harmonious assemblage of the 
Christian graces, that consistency of principle 
with practice, that combination of good sense and 
good temper, that union of the amiable with the 
useful, that connection between integrity and 
benevolence, purity with liberality, the junction 
of seriousness with cheerfiilness, not often to be 
met with, that greatly recommended itself and 
his religion, and rendered his character highly 
respectable, and his company generally accep- 
table, among all ages and classes, and descriptions 
of people whose company and opinions are of 
any value at all. He had faults^ no doubt^ but 
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wliatever they were, I never knew any instance 
in which they came more manifestly under the 
imperfections of a good man. Whatever they 
were, they were not of a prominent and definite 
kind, not of a tangible and glaring kind; they 
were not what a spectator could easily lay hold 
of and define, and say this is Mr. H.^s great fault. 
And, though I have been acquainted with him so 
long, and lived under his roof eight years, if I 
were to sit down with the severity of a censor to 
discover and to blazon them, I do not know what 
I should particularly fix upon. In him the faults 
and imperfections he had were so diluted and 
difiused through the character, and blended with 
his excellences, that it would not be easy to de- 
fine them. And it gives me no small pleasure to 
reflect, that through all my long acquaintance, 
and during eight years^ intimacy of intercourse, 
I can say not a single angry or harsh word ever 
passed between us ; friendship never interrupted 
for a moment. And amidst all the variety of 
intercourse between us, serious and cheerful, 
though it might have been more improving and 
useful, yet nothing lies with any particular sense 
of guilt upon my mind. 

" To this I cannot but add that his friends, 
his family, his children in particular, with such 
an example before them in connection with his 
prayers, his instructions, his parental anxiety and 
aflFection, will have much to answer for in another 
world, and will be inexcusable indeed if such a 
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character so circumstanced should be presented 
to their observation and inspection in vain/^ 

Some time after the preceding event, the 
most aged deacon of the church, who had sus- 
tained the oflSce for the greatest number of years, 
was removed by death, Mr. Nathaniel CoUis. Of 
him the pastor gave the following account: — 
" Our deceased friend has been an inhabitant 
of this world more than eighty-three years, an 
inhabitant of this town more than seventy years, 
a member of this church sixty-two, and a deacon 
of this church fifty- three years. His life has pro- 
ceeded in an even, uniform tenor for the most 
part ; there is little extraordinary to relate of 
him either in secular or religious affairs. What 
his reputation in the church has been, character 
in the world, and the general respect in which 
for so many years he has been held, many of you 
are witnesses, and God also. 

" I shall decline, as I always do on these 
occasions, to draw a full character of him ; it is 
not the object of a funeral sermon ; it is not the 
business of a fallible mortal; characters should 
live in people^ s memory, survive in their conse- 
quences, and plead their own cause, in the 
consciences and reflections of those who knew 
them best. The applause or censure of mortals 
is of little consequence either one way or an- 
other. 

'^ There are, however, two or three things 
which I shall say, the mention of which may be 
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useful, whicli I conscientiously think to be true, 
and with respect to which I can certainly hold 
him up to view, and say, ^ Behold an Israelite, 
indeed, in whom is no guile/ Now, if I were 
to hold him up as a man of brilliant talents, 
profound knowledge, enlarged mind, expansive 
views of rehgious subjects, or eminence in the 
amiableness and sweetness of the Christian 
temper, I should speak against the convictions 
of my own mind. But there was good solid 
sense, general useful knowledge, acquaintance 
with men and things, a capacity of attention, of 
understanding, contriving, and giving advice in 
the necessary affairs of the world; these were 
much more his than they are with many. And 
with regard to better things, his grand distin- 
guishing excellence, I am persuaded, was the 
deep, firm, fast, grasping hold that Christian 
principle had of his character, so as to answer to 
the concise view given of his namesake in the 
text, ^ An Israelite indeed in whom is no guile.* 
As much as any man I know. Christian principle 
was in his case like a nail fastened in a sure 
place ; so that I have sometimes said there was 
not a man in the world whose total apostasy 
from Christianity I should be more surprised at 
than his. If he had abandoned Christianity and 
turned out a reprobate, I should have been more 
disposed to say than of any other man, ' Lord, 
what is man,^ ^ Surely all men are liars.* Hia 
was a Christianity more especially and emphati- 
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cally of Christian principle; this was the great 
excellency in his character. And though the most 
partial of his friends cannot say that this was 
always in visible exercise in his spirit and temper, 
and when anything to his prejudice grated upon 
his natural disposition, yet the genuine principle 
was sure to bring him about to the right point at 
last ; only give time for it to operate. So that 
he always appeared to most advantage the longer 
time he had to make up his mind and determine 
upon action. Bad men, when they do anything 
good, it is from impulse ; they do not do it from 
principle. When he did good, it was from prin- 
ciple ; when he said or did wrong, it was from 
sudden impulse; so that his mind was in this 
respect something like the compass on board a 
ship — the agitation of the water may shake and 
toss the needle for a while, but when tlje swell 
subsides it is sure to return to its point due north. 
You know where to find it at last. 

'^ Another circumstance of importance to men- 
tion, ' Behold an Israelite indeed,^ is, that though 
not naturally of a generous, liberal, distributing, 
beneficent spirit, yet he did a vast deal of good 
with his property, as well as by his advice and 
counsel, during his lifetime, 

^^Some people make all their beneficence 
posthumous. Let them have ever so much they 
do but little with it till they are laid iur their 
graves. All their kindness to others is sealed 
up in their last will and testament. Not so with 
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him. A very good proportion of a very com- 
fortable income was dispersed and given to the 
poor, and appropriated to the cause of God and 
benevolence ; so that I have sometimes told him, 
' you are determined to act so that people shall 
not wish for your death/ 

^^Here again, ^Behold an Israelite indeed/ 
imitate him so far as the number and calls of a 
family consistently admit. This is the true art 
of enjoying what you have, to be beneficent with 
it while you live. There is then that true 
blessedness, ^ It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.' ' Cast thy bread upon the waters, and 
thou shalt find it after many days.' 

^^ Another trait worthy of attention was the 
great and important grace of Christian contri- 
tion. Sometimes he would speak harshly and 
unadvisedly with his lips, and suffer his natural 
temper to get the better of principle. But where 
this was materially the case, he could not be 
easy without acknowledging his fault, and, in 
some sense, or in some way or other, making 
restitution by acknowledgment, by granting 
some favour at first refused. 'In many things 
we offend all,' but an humble and a contrite heart 
is a great attainment, and what we are told God 
will not despise. 

''His piety had nothing in it rapturous or 
exhilarating, but more of the calm and steady 
exercise of devotional principle. More of the 
calmness of a bright moonhght than a flash of 
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lightning from a thunder cloud, expressing itself 
in the constancy and depth of his closet exer- 
cises, and the regularity of his attendance on all 
occasions, public and private, Lord^s-days and 
week-days, / in this place, where his presence and 
prayers will long be remembered and regretfully 
missed. 

^^ In most respects his latter end corresponded 
to this description of his case. For some months 
his constitution had been observed to be breaking 
up. But by those who had the best opportuni- 
ties of observing, I am told his mind appeared 
to be ripening and rising toward immortahty. 
While ^ the outward man was decaying, the in- 
ward man was renewing day by day.' His last 
illness was short, but the conflict was very severe, 
and the extreme pain he passed through mate- 
rially and necessarily tended to throw a shade 
over his sensible comforts, and prevented the 
pleasure of his friends on visiting him and hear- 
ing his conversation. While he could freely 
converse, his discourse was very savoury and 
edifying. He took an affectionate leave of many 
of us, prayed for our happiness, and the prosperity 
of this and the whole Church of Christ, and bore 
his dying testimony to the supports and efl3.cacy 
of Christian principles ; and at length, after the 
last painful struggle, sank, we trust to everlast- 
ing rest, that rest that remaineth to the people 
of God. 

" Conscientiously, therefore, I conclude with 
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the exliortation of the Psalmist, united to the 
commandment of the text, as addressed to his 
surviving relatives, to this Christian Church, and 
the whole assembly — ^ Mark,' if not the perfect 
man, yet ^ the Israelite indeed,' ^ and behold 
the upright, for the end of that man is peace/ '' 



CHAPTER XVI. 

CHRISTIAN MEEKNESS EXEMPLIFIED. 

At the commencement of the year 1804, Mrs. 
Pell, an aged member of the church, who had 
been distinguished by her Christian meekness, 
was removed by death. This event was improved 
by the pastor from Psalm cxlix. 4 : " He will 
beautify the meek with salvation/^ After he had 
set forth, in a clear and discriminating manner, 
the grace of Christian meekness, and illustrated 
the blessedness insured to such, he observed 
towards the close : — ^^ How important is this 
beautiful and blessed spirit of meekness in do- 
mestic life. Probably not all the wealth and 
property of the world, not health itself, that 
great human blessing, contributes so much to the 
real enjoyment of a family, the true happiness of 
domestic life, as the prevalence of this important 
temper. Hence the apostle^s representation re- 
commends it particularly to the heads of families 
in such strong terms of approbation, calling it 
^ the ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which 
in the sight of God is of great price,' as infinitely 
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more valuable than the vain decorations of gold, 
and pearls, and splendid attire. 

^* In this connection, I understand that you, 
the nearest relatives of the deceased, have had 
uncommon reason to be thankful for many years, 
flow many hours of peace and days of domestic 
concord must she have been the means of secur- 
ing to you as a family, in consequence of the 
constant habit of discovering so happy a temper ! 
How different a house would it have been had 
she been a fiiry or a scold ! What an incalcu- 
lable blessing must she have been in this respect 
to her partner in life, for forty- two years of 
cohabitation to have to say that she was scarcely 
ever seen out of temper ! Well might he have 
been, as I understand was the case, an object of 
envy to many others in this respect ; and as you 
have reason to believe that this was not insensi- 
bility and stupidity, but connected with rehgious 
principle, and the active virtues of the good wife, 
the good mother, the good neighbour, the good 
Christian. What abundant reason to be thankful 
for such a mother, such a wife, such a friend. 
^ Go you and do likewise.' Be concerned that 
her mantle of meekness and of peace may drop 
upon you, that you may go and bless other 
houses as she has blessed yours. Let her spirit 
survive, let her example Kve in your temper and 
your deporttuent. And if such a spirit did pre- 
vail, and such an example had its effect, how 
many other families would be equally happy. 



126 CBEISTIAS JOXKSVaS KTEMFUFIKD. 

where there is little more than ' contention now, 
and every evil work,' for ' where envy and strife 
and discord are, there is contention/ ' Better 
is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled 
ox, and hatred therewith/ How cahn and sweet 
is the dying bed when softened by the habit of 
Christian meekness ! The old divines nsed to 
make a distinction between habitual and actual 
readiness for death. And there seems to be some 
ground for it. A man may be habitually ready, 
may possess the principle of religion within him, 
and this may have a prevailing practical sway, 
and thus ensure the safety of his state, and make 
him habitually ready ; but he may be incidentally 
in such a frame and immediate temper of mind 
as to be very unfit to meet death, especially sudden 
death. Now there is no disposition which, under 
God, tends to maintain and preserve so eflTectually 
both an habitual and actual readiness for death 
as the predominance of the meek, and humble, 
and lowly spirit, the exercise of a peaceful, mild^ 
and gentle temper. It is just the temper with 
which one would wish to lie down on a dying 
bed, the temper of all others in which one would 
be least alarmed at sudden death, in which it 
would be least of a surprise to us. In this view 
there is something very pleasing in the departure 
of our aged friend. It was certainly sudden, 
having but the warning of a few hodrs, being in 
her usual health last Sabbath-day, and now in 
her graye. Yet though the approach of death 
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was SO rapid, yet all was perfectly serene ; almost 
literally like falling asleep — sleeping away into 
eternity. And though no doubt the nature of 
the disorder had a considerable influence in this 
respect, yet it is very probable that her meek, 
and resigned, and pious spirit might have a share, 
and a very important one too, in contributing to 
making the descent into the grave so gentle. 

' They die in Jesus, and are blest. 
How soft their slumbers are.' 

^ Our friend Lazarus sleepeth.' ^ Them that sleep 
in Jesus, will God bring with Him.' '' 



CHAPTER XVn. 

MENTAL DEBANaBMENT^ FOLLOWED BY A HAPPY ' 

BECOVBBY. 

One of tbe most terrible of those calamities to 
which human nature is liable^ viz., mental de- 
rangement, came upon one of the female mem- 
bers of the church, Mrs. Mee. After it had con- 
tinued about seven years there was a sudden 
restoration to the use of reason, and to spiritual 
tranquillity and enjoyment. She died in the 
year 1804, and the event was improved from Psalm 
XXX. 5 : " Weeping may endure for a night, but 
joy cometh in the morning.^' And thus the case 
was briefly described : — " I direct your attention 
to the language we have read, because I think 
there is a very remarkable correspondence be- 
tween the peculiarities of the case before us and 
the sentiment conveyed in our text. The person 
whose corpse now lies in view has for a con- 
siderable part of the latter years of life, no less 
than seven, laboured under the most dreadful 
providential affiction with which it ever pleases 
Grod to visit the frail and fallen children of men^ 
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viz. ^mental malady, a malady most of all others 
to be dreaded, both personally and domestically. 
This series of years has constituted a night, 
a long and distressing night — emphatically a 
night of weeping, of darkness deep and dreadful. 

^^In the course of Providence, for the last 
sixteen or eighteen months it has pleased God to 
restore her captivity, to command the day to 
break, and the shadows to flee away. In a kind 
of insensible, invisible way, the scattered powers 
of nature were recruited, the hght of reason and 
reflection gradually came on, and a welcome, 
joyfiil morning it brought; for though almost 
immediately succeeded by corporeal languor and 
weakness, yet I beUeve a sense of the greatness 
of delivering mercy from the one affliction almost 
swallowed up the comparative Ughtness of the 
other. And though for a considerable time pro- 
videntially sinking in constitution, yet it must 
be a great satisfaction to her friends, as well as to 
herself, that she went down to the grave in 
peace, capable of reflecting, and of knowing 
whither she was going, and of enjoying the hope 
of glory. 

''We may learn the sovereignty of God in 
his dealings with his servants and the mys- 
teriousness of his plans. Who that saw the poor 
maniac in the days of darkness, extravagance, 
and distraction, and heard the language of such 
a one, could be brought to believe, this is one 
of ' the heirs of God, the joint-heirs of Christ / 

9 
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that this is one that He loves ? And yet so it is. 
^ His judgments are a great deep/ ' His way is 
in the sea^ his path in the great waters^ his foot- 
steps we cannot trace/ 

^ Terrors attend the wondrous way 
That brings his mercies down/ 

Our business is to look on, acquiesce, and adore, 
satisfied with the thought that, ^ though clouds 
and darkness are round about Him, righteousness 
and judgment are the habitation of his throne/ 
^ All the paths of the Lord are mercy and truth 
to those that keep his covenant and his testi- 
monies/ 

"Let none amidst the darkness of the gloomiest, 
most weeping night, despair. This I had, as an 
express injunction some little time since, most 
urgently to press upon my hearers on this occa- 
sion. ^ Tell them,^ she said, ^ never, never to 
despair of Divine goodness/ Her case had long 
been given up as hopeless, all the use of means 
laid aside. It was all midnight darkness, without 
a ray of light and hope ; bat ^ in the mount of 
the Lord it was seen.^ Without any visible cause, 
without any secondary instruments, shattered 
reason rallied, the powers of the mind resumed 
their tone, day-break and light returned ; a season 
of deliverance so great that none, none ought 
ever to despair. 

"Amidst great weakness, infirmity, and 
decline, in every other respectj^ it was very 
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edifying to hear her speak in the strongest and 
most exalted language she was capable of using, 
of the goodness of God and the blessedness of 
Christian hope, when looking into another world ; 
and exceedingly encouraging and consoling to 
see a bark that had been so dreadfully tossed 
and weather-beaten by the severest storms of 
life, sail with so gentle a breeze, and with so 
much calmness and serenity into the harbour of 
peace. 

" Though from the moment of derangement 
principle becomes dormant, and all responsibility 
ceases, and all accountableness is at an end, as 
much as with a corpse in the grave, for in this 
case it is a kind of living, breathing death ; yet 
I cannot but congratulate her friends on the light 
that broke forth in the evening tide ; though 
there would have been no doubts to shock one^s 
principle, or shake one^s hope, if the reverse had 
been the case ; yet, as it was, it was far more 
pleasurable to the feelings of surviving relatives, 
and the goodness of God is most gratefully to be 
acknowledged. 

" How doubly delightful must the morning of 
eternity be where the preceding night has been 
covered with deep and universal darkness. Joseph, 
sitting near Pharaoh^s throne, must have ap- 
peared doubly glorious in contrast with the gloom 
of the preceding dungeon. The resurrection of 
the Saviour must have been doubly sweet to his 
followers in contrast with the despondency of his 
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preceding crucifixion. And oh, what must the Kght 
of eternal life be to him that has been in spiritual 
darkness and bitterness of soul below ! What a 
morning in contrast with such a night ! Heaven 
must be heaven indeed to such a one ! Who 
can describe or conceive his sensations or emo- 
tions ? ^ beauty indeed exchanged for ashes, the 
oil of joy for mourning, the garments of praise 
for the spirit of heaviness.' ' The days of dark- 
ness and mourning terminate in the everlasting 
light, and thy God thy glory.' '' 



CHAPTER XVm. 

BBFLBCTIONS ON THIRTY YEAES OF PASTORAL LABOUR, 
AND AN IMPROVEMENT OP THE FORTIETH ANNI- 
VERSARY OP THE MINISTRY. 

On the 15th of June, 1806, a sermon was preached 
on Acts xxvi. 22 : ^^ Having therefore obtained 
help* of God, I continue unto this day/' It was 
introduced by the following remarks : — '^ It 
happens that in our regular expository course this 
passage comes before us, at the close of a week 
of very serious reflection and meditation by my- 
self; I mean, because last Thursday it was just 
fifty years since I came into the world, and 
just thirty since I came to reside as minister 
in this place, so that you will not wonder that 
my thoughts should run on such a subject as this, 
and will not wish that they should run in any 
other channel. ^ Having obtained help of Gk>d, 
I continue to this day.' '' 

After discoursing on the passage for the 
purpose of general edification, he closed with 
the following remarks : — ^^ In this connection, 
as having filled up half a century of my existence 
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in this world, and thirty years of ministerial 
service amongst yon, I cannot but consider it as 
a very important era in my own life. A man 
turned of fifty ought to consider himself as on 
the other side the hill of life — ^as having turned a 
kind of comer in existence, and certainly got 
beyond, and perhaps very far beyond, the half 
of his present being. And a man that has been 
thirty years a minister amongst the same people, 
considering what life generally extends to, and 
how very few ministers reside so long in one 
place, if in the world, ought to consider his 
pastoral relation in the same light, as on a 
descending scale. However, it is a great and 
unspeakable mercy, for which I know not how 
to be thankAil enough, that I can stand up among 
you, and can with so much reason repeat such a 
passage as the text, ' Having therefore obtained 
help of God, I continue to this day.' There is 
unspeakable reason to be thankful, that for all 
this series of years, with the exception of the 
interruption of a fever about twenty years ago, 
I have never been laid aside by illness for all 
this thirty years but one single Sabbath, and 
that was a few weeks after I came. What 
perhaps hardly any minister in the kingdom can 
say beside, for the same number of years. 

^' Another ground of thankfulness in connec- 
tion with the text, and the helping hand of God, 
is, that though I have often ascended this pulpib 
with a heavy and burdened heart, yet it has not 
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been in consequence of your ill usage or untind- 
ness. I have nothing but respect and kindness 
of this sort to reflect upon. Here, I would 
acknowledge the hand of God. And not less, 
that for so many years the spirit of harmony, 
and mutual concord, and peace, has been pre- 
served amongst us, and that no form of discord 
has been permitted to break in upon us and sow 
its baneful poison. 

^' But most of all, if we can hope that while 
a large proportion of the assembly has been 
removed, some, perhaps many, by the blessing 
of Divine grace upon the means, have been 
meetened for a removal to a higher assembly 
above, and their places have been filled up by 
others, so that the ways of Zion do not mourn, 
nor is the house of God forsaken. 

'^As to what remains of life to me, or of 
labour amongst you, God alone is to determine ; 
but it is our mutual comfort that He is to deter- 
mine this who has wonderfully helped both even 
to this day. Whether our continuance in life, 
or together, be longer or shorter, do not let us 
be much concerned^ but let us swallow up all 
our anxiety in something more important — ^that 
while I live to preach to you I may be more in 
earnest, more serious, more spiritual, more faith- 
ftQ in the work, more of ^ a workman that needeth 
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of 
truth.^ And while you live to hear my voice, that 
you may be more attentive, more improving. 
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more circumspect, more exemplary; that when- 
ever we die, we may alike die in the Lord, and 
that the present and the former pastors, and 
members of this church and congregation, may 
all unite at last joining with one another, and 
^the general assembly and church of the first- 
bom written in heaven,' and be presented a 
'glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, 
or any such thing, but holy and without blemish,' 
' and be for ever with one another, and with the 
Lord/ '' Amen. 

Another ten years passed away, and the 
fortieth anniversary of Mr. Toller's ministry 
arrived. Peculiar interest was given to this 
occasion from the circumstance of the Sabbath 
falling on the very same day when, forty years 
before, he delivered his first discourses in that 
place. On the morning of that Sabbath a special 
interest was given to the service, partly from the 
solemnity of the subject treated — "responsibiUty ;" 
partly from the plain, impressive, and searching 
manner in which it was presented ; and partly 
from the evident weight with which it pressed 
on the pastor's miad, and the humility and ten- 
derness of his spirit. 

The title he has given to the sermon is, " Final 
responsibility to God an awakening consideration 
to a minister and his flock after a long connec- 
tion. The fortieth anniversary of my minis- 
try here." The text is Bom. xiv. 12 : ^' So then 
every one of us shall give account of himself to 



OF PA6T0BAL LABOUB. 137 

God.'* Preached on Sabbath morning, October 
1st, 1815. It commences thus : — ^^ On the first 
of October, 1775, I preached my first sermon 
within these walls. A circumstance so remark- 
able, as that this Sabbath should fall exactly 
forfy years from that time to a day, is too 
interesting to be passed by without notice. The 
great question was, what view of the case would 
be most calculated to render it truly improving 
to you and to myself? And here the thought 
struck into the mind at once in connection with 
the passage just read, responsibility. "What shall 
I and my flock have to answer for after so long a 
connection, and so many years of intercourse as 
minister and people ?'' 

The sermon included a very clear and im- 
pressive discussion of the following inquiries, viz, 
first, ^^ How does it appear that any such thing 
as the text expresses, and what I call respon- 
sibility exists? 'and wherein does it consist? 
Then to whom individually and personally does 
this responsibility attach ? ^ Himself.^ Then, 
how far will this responsibility extend ? ' to every 
one.' Then, at whose tribunal are we thus 
responsible, where the whole with all its tremen- 
dous consequences will ultimately terminate ? 
^ God's.' ^ So then every one of us shall give 
account of himself to God.' " 

After these points had been illustrated with 
considerable power and pathos, the preacher 
observed : — ^' What remains is to conclude with 
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seeing what effect this great doctrine of respon- 
sibiUty is calculated to produce on our minds, in 
connection with the fact now adverted to, and our 
long connection with each other in this capaciiy. 
^^ 1. Such a subject might well throw an un- 
faithful minister, and an unprofitable people, into 
all the depths of consternation and horror, in the 
prospect of the final account. If I have been 
preaching all these years for mere honour ; if I 
have been labouring for filthy lucre's sake ; if I 
have been supremely setting up myself and not 
preaching Christ Jesus ; if fame and popularity, 
mere credit, and being cried up, have been my 
great objects ; if I have wilfully kept back any 
part of the counsel of God, perverted and ren- 
dered of none effect the Word of God, to answer 
some sinister purpose; if I have wilfully neg- 
lected to instruct, to reprove, and exhort ; if I 
have sought not you but yours ; if I have offered 
to God what has cost me nothing, taking no 
pains, not searching the Scriptures to bring out 
of that treasury things new and old ; if I have 
through indifference and indolence provided 
nothing but chaff and husks for the household 
of God, instead of children's bread, the bread of 
God ; in short, if I have substituted anything in 
the room of the pure gospel, so far as I have been 
enabled to understand it, and have done the work 
of the Lord negligently, with unfruitfulness and 
unfaithfulness, without any watchfulness for souls, 
or any regard to my fiinal account ; if this be the 
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case^ I am this moment the most awful character 
under this roof. There is not a person here 
more unfit to be in this pulpit than myself ; but 
I ought, from this moment, to go down from this 
place and hide my head, and call upon rocks and 
hills to fall upon me, and cover me from the wrath 
of the Lamb when He comes, to whom I shall be 
obliged to give an account. Oh, what an account ! 
" On the other hand, if there be any here who 
set out with me in my ministerial course, and 
have attended here all these years, spent all these 
Sabbaths, or the greater part of them, heard all 
these sermons ; or, if that be not the case, have 
in later years risen up amongst us, and taken an 
external part in this ministry, whether the time 
has been longer or shorter in these respects — 
yet, have lived all these years, and heard all these 
sermons, and spent all these Sabbaths in vain ; 
no prayers joined in or offered on their own 
account ; no word reached their consciences ; no 
sermon heard or remembered to any purpose; 
still the heart hard, the life unprofitable, the will 
unbending, sins indulged, bad habits produced, 
wicked counsels followed, the soul as nearly a 
wilderness of thorns as at the hearing of the first 
sermon; nay, worse and worse, more stout- 
hearted, fiirther off from peace, and now seem to 
be twice dead, plucked up by the roots ; conscience 
seared, nothing touches, nothing interests, nothing 
influences. Of such it may be said, ^ It would 
have been good for you that you had never been 
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bom/ Nothing before you but a ' certain fear- 
ful looking for of judgment and fiery indignation, 
that shall devour the adversaries/ You must 
expect that the axe is lying at the root of the 
tree. The command is issued, ' Cut it down, 
why cumbereth it the ground V ^ Cast ye the 
unprofitable servant into outer darkness/ never 
to have another minister whose message to reject, 
nor another set of privileges to abuse. 

" 2. Even if this be not the case, either with 
respect to the minister or the people, yet it is 
impossible to think of such a subject as this 
without heart-abasing humility, and falling at the 
feet of the Judge crying for mercy. Wheh I 
look back from this awful, and interesting, and 
critical spot to which I am now arrived, as in the 
sixtieth year of my age, and the fortieth of my 
ministry here, I am sometimes at a loss to know 
how I ought to feel, and I can hardly tell any- 
body how I do feel. But when I think of the 
grand outlines of a minister's essential character 
as described in Scripture, faithfully labouring in 
the vineyard of God, declaring the whole counsel 
of God, giving to every one his portion in due 
season, making in this sense full proof of his 
ministry, preaching Christ Jesus and not him- 
self, doctrine and practice. When I think of the 
great definite, public, declared duties of the 
minister, administering ordinances as he has 
ability, making the Sabbath a day of real solenm 
business, preaching the Word, reproving, re-. 
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buking, exhorting, watching opportunities and 
seasons for instmcting, converting, and saving 
souls, endeavouring as much as possible the 
good of the hearers, I cannot despair. I cannot 
but hope that my Master, if He could not consis- 
tently say, ' Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vant,' yet would not spurn me from the foot of 
mercy ; though no merits to plead, no reward to 
expect, but humbly hoping, amidst all defects, I 
might be treated as the subject of mercy. 

But on the other hand, when I think of the 
indefinite duties of the ministry not prescribed 
but impHed in the Word of God, and think of 
the large field of possible improvement and use- 
Ailness, of indefinite means, such as private 
admonition, personal instruction, not opportuni- 
ties in season but out of season also, of doing 
good to all as we have opportunity, negatively 
the sum of good has not been done that might 
have been done, I see cause to cover my head 
with confusion, to look to the cross pleading for 
mercy. ^ If thou. Lord, shouldest mark iniquity, 

Lord, who could stand?' ^ Enter not into 
judgment with thy servant, Lord.' And so do 

1 turn to you as my hearers. Now, though you 
do not class yourselves amongst the despisers, 
the neglecters, the contemners of the message of 
the minister, or the minister's Master, and can- 
not condenm yourselves as entirely unprofitable, 
as generally unfruitful, and as deserving a por- 
tion with the hypocrites and unbelievers; yet. 
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when you think how much good you might have 
got, how much improvement you might have 
made, how much you might have been led to 
active usefulness, to real progress, to genuine 
advancement than you have been, I think you 
may see cause to take your station by your 
minister this day, and to join with him in his hu- 
miliation and prayers for mercy. And once more — 
^' 3. There is enough in such a subject to 
stimulate us towards the close of this long con- 
nection (not to be expected to last much longer) 
to deeper devotion, greater exertion, more dili- 
gence, more zeal, in our mutual measure of 
service under the blessing of God. Consider 
such a subject as this, and such a season as this 
day, as a call to a throne of grace, to more inces- 
sant applications for mercy on our own behalf, 
and on behalf of each other, that we wrestle 
together ¥dth God for each other; that we 
study the things which make for peace, and 
things whereby we may edify one another ; ex- 
horting one another daily, praying with and for 
one another ; and that the great object and the 
ultimate aim of aU our prayers and all our exer- 
tions be, that your minister may be faithful, and 
deliver up his account with joy and not with 
grief; and that we may realize that declaration 
of the apostle, ' What is our hope, or joy, or 
grown of rejoicing? Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at his coming ? 
For ye are our glory and joy/ Amen/' 



CHAPTEE XIX. 

EAELT AND BMmENT PIETY. 

There is a class of persons in the Gliurclies of 
Christ of whom it may be truly said, '^ They 
feared the Lord from their youth,^^ and " they 
feared the Lord greatly.'^ Early piety was fol- 
lowed by eminent piety, and the latter appeared 
to have a connection with the former. Several 
instances of this nature appeared under the 
ministry of Mr. Toller. 

The case of Mrs. Gibbon is one in point. 
"Religion,^' it is stated, "was her early choice, 
and an early principle within, and it had an 
habitual practical influence on her character and 
life. With her, reHgion did not consist in a mere 
eictemal, complimentary form of attending pubUc 
duty, but she was fond of the closet, a lover of 
reHgious retirement. Her sweetest, richest mo- 
ments were there. And in connection with this, 
her profiting by public services appeared, and the 
improvement she made of the reUgious advan- 
tages she had, and the Sabbaths she enjoyed. 
The consequence was, a consistency of conduct. 
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an evident concern to ' acknowledge €rod in all 
her ways/ a concern to attain to the fnlness of 
the Christian character ; so that no person in her 
line^ and by those that knew her^ was more 
respected and beloved. And she fonnd her 
account in all this^ for the ultimate result was a 
sweet and sacred serenity of mind^ though amidst 
acute pain and heavy suffering towards the close 
of life. Yet there was a calm^ predominant^ 
cheerful hope, blended with deep humility and 
unfeigned Christian diffidence; no enthusiastic 
delight, no wild rapture, no dubious uncertain 
joy, but a humble, holy 'looking for the mercy of 
the Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life,' together 
with the manifestation of the most affectionate 
regard to the kindness of her friends, and giving 
the best advice to her young attendants and rela- 
tives about her.'' 

" I have had put iato my hands," said the 
pastor, " a bundle of MS. papers, containing an 
abstract of the sermons she heard, written in her 
closet after her return from the sanctuary. These 
are here and there interspersed with meditations, 
ejaculations, and serious remarks, which, though 
comparatively short, gave me a most satisfactory 
view, so far as anything of the kind can do, of 
the depth, the sobriety, the sedateness, the 
seriousness, judiciousness, the effdlgence of her 
piety. And I could not satisfy myself without 
applying for leave from the surviving and be- 
reaved husband to transcribe and publicly read 
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one paragraph, expressive of the state of her 
mind in the most serious and critical circum- 
stances, and the happy state of preparation she 
appears to have been in for the melancholy catas- 
trophe which has occurred (she died after giving 
birth to her first child), and for the consoHng 
views which present themselves to her surviving 
friends, in connection with the loss which they 
have sustained. It was written last month on 
our Sacrament day. She was not capable of 
being out during the whole service, and there- 
fore she left home at the commencement of the 
sacramental service, and sat down for the last 
time at the ordinance of the Lord^s Supper, and 
I suppose what I am about to read was written 
during the time of the usual afternoon service, 
and before that of the sacramental hour : — ^ It is 
five years this day since I first sat down at the 
table of the Lord. I have been looking back to 
that interesting period when I hope with sincerity 
I gave up myself to Him. But what a variety of 
events have passed since then ! — afflictions, sick- 
ness, the death of near and valued firiends, new 
connections formed, surrounded with many, many 
mercies, and this day placed in a more interest- 
ing, more critical state than ever, being on the 
eve of becoming a mother, yet mourning over 
the loss of a sister who four days ago was a happy 
mother of six children, but is now a corpse. How 
mysterious are the ways of Providence, and his 
paths indeed past finding out ! With the deepest 
humility and abasement would I say, ' Not my 

10 
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will, but thine be done ;' ^ Do with me as seemeth 
Thee good/ Make me entirely resigned to all 
thy will, meekly submitting to all Thou shalt 
appoint. Thou, Lord, in thy sovereign good- 
ness, alone knowest what is best for me and 
mine. Do with me what Thou pleasest, but lay 
no more upon me than I may be enabled to bear. 
Inwardly support my soul with the comforts of 
religion. Enable me now once more sincerely 
and unreservedly to yield myself and the powers 
of my mind to Thee at thy table. I go and 
realize that tender Redeemer who suffered and 
bled for sinners. Oh, may it be a time of re- 
freshing from above. May the blessed Spirit 
influence my heart, humble, quicken, and ani- 
mate me ! I would mourn that I feel so little of 
real religion daily iufluence my conduct. Lord, 
form the image of thy Son more evidently in my 
heart. Make me live to Thee more and more. 
Form in me all that rich assembly of graces 
which was so conspicuous in the great Redeemer. 
And, oh, save me from myself, my worldly and sin- 
ful self, and meeten me for the change of worlds, 
that when death comes it may be no surprise. 
May thy best blessings rest upon the head and 
the heart of my dear husband; sanctify this 
affliction to his soul, and may it prove a lasting 
good. And may this dear infant, if it ever sees 
the light, be thine for ever. Bless all our dear 
friends, and may this loud, affecting voice'' (oh, 
how much louder since !) "be h^rd by none in 
vain. Amen.'' 



CHAPTER XX. 

CONNECTION WITH THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN 

BIBLE SOCIETY. 

In the life of a Christian pastor, spent chiefly in 
a smaU provincial town, it might be supposed 
that there would not be much change, or much 
of an exciting nature. The stated labours of the 
pulpit being confined to one congregation, with 
occasional services principally in one denomina- 
tion of Christians, not because his spirit was 
confined, but on account of the usages of reli- 
gious societies amongst us, his influence might 
appear not to extend very widely. But some- 
times an event takes place which breaks in upon 
the accustomed routine, and which tends to make 
the pastor known in other circles, and enlarges 
his sphere of influence. Such an event to Mr. 
Toller was the formation of an auxiliary to the 
British and Foreign Bible Society for the county 
in which he resided. 

He was invited to become one of the secre- 
taries of that society, and with all his heart he 
entered into the design of the institution, regard- 
ing it as the greatest institution of the day. The 
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Bible Society, by the simplicity of its object, and 
the comprehensive Catholicism of its constitution, 
was so consonant to the unbounded liberality of 
his views as to command his unqualified approba- 
tion. On the day when the first meeting of the 
society was held in Northampton, when the Duke 
of Grafton was in the chair, some of the most 
eminent of the nobility and clergy of the county 
present, and the secretaries of the parent society, 
he became known in circles from which before he 
had been hidden or excluded. A large and 
highly respectable audience was assembled, and 
our dissenting secretary delivered a speech 
beyond any other that was presented on that 
occasion. ^^ The sensation produced by it,^^ one 
observed, "would never be forgotten.^' It 
was in some respects like a new era in his his- 
tory, for by his remarkable addresses at public 
meetings held in different places in the county, 
he gave quite an impulse to the society during 
the first years of its history in this vicinity. 

In the introductory part of his speech, de- 
livered at the first meeting, he observes " that 
nothing appears so well calculated to draw Chris- 
tians together as the junction of zeal and exer- 
tion amongst different ranks and denominations 
in pursuit of some grand absorbing object, which 
shall throw lesser differences into the shade, and 
carry all before it by the mere weight of intrinsic 
merit. On these grounds the British and Foreign 
Bible Society appears to me to be the best human 
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institution in existence; every argument which 
is adduced in favour of other religious institutions 
will support this, and no objection which is made 
to others will justly apply to this/' 

Some fine passages occur on the utility of 
circulating the Scriptures, where it was observed: 
^— '^ The utility of dispersing the Scriptures is 
not only obvious, but the extent of that utility is 
illimitable, and that both individually and gene- 
rally. GHive a poor man food, raiment, a com- 
fortable home, and you can form a full estimate 
of the value of these blessings ; and could you 
make him a present of a gold mine, though ap- 
parently an inexhaustible blessing, yet beyond 
the means of procuring him the comforts of 
life, it might prove little more than a source of 
snares and cares to him. But when you put a 
Bible into his hand, you give him the golden key 
which, if properly applied, will unlock the riches 
of the universe to him ; you impart an inherit- 
ance to him, which, in proportion as it is received 
and prized, will descend to his children, not only 
to the third and fourth, but to the thousandth 
generation, and still remain unimpaired. In a 
general sense, likewise, the utility of this insti- 
tution is unlimited. It has been said by a great 
mathematical calculator that a single penny put 
out at compound interest at the commencement 
of the Christian era would have amounted at the 
present day to the value of many globes of solid 
gold as large as the planet which we inhabit. In 
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the same glorious kind of ratio would the Word 
of God run and be glorified had it but free 
course ; not indeed in a way of pecuniary accu- 
mulation, but salutary diffusion. In this respect 
its capacity of increase is like the element of fire, 
which spreads and flashes in every direction, and 
assimilates all the combustible materials within 
its reach. There is a capacity of diffusion in the 
Divine Word, which, when put in motion by 
adequate causes, would enwrap the globe, till 
not another rational being were left to receive it, 
or another soul remaining unsaved by it.'' 

One part of this speech contained a particular 
address to the noble chairman, contrasting his 
then situation with that which he occupied in the 
House of Lords, a task which, difficult as it was, 
he performed with a dignity, pathos, and de- 
corum that astonished and delighted the audi- 
tory. Its effect on the Duke himself was to draw 
tears from his eyes, and induce him to double his 
original donation. 

^^ I am confident I shall not offend your Grace 
if I venture to affirm that you never appeared in a 
situation more truly dignified than at the present 
moment. As a member of the great Senate of 
the nation (unquestionably the most illustrious 
civil assembly in the realm), you appear under 
the honourable title of a British peer, but here 
under the still more dignified character of a 
Christian beHever; there you take your seat as 
one of a body of legislators to an individual em- 
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pire, but here as a finend to a perisliiiig world ; 
there you are the subject of a venerable, but alas ! 
disabled earthly sovereign, here you appear as 
the loyal subject of the blessed and only Poten- 
tate, the King of kings, the Lord of lords, who 
only hath immortality ; there you are stationed 
as a counsellor, consulting the well-being of the 
country, but here you preside at the head of a 
band of advocates in the cause of human salva- 
tion; nor would an angel from heaven think 
himself demeaned by occupying the chair your 
Grace fills on an occasion like this ; for if there be 
joy in heaven over one sinner that repenteth, 
what must be the emotions of those benevolent 
spirits in witnessing the proceedings of this day, 
which have for their object the repentance and 
salvation of millions ! Nor surely will it be ex- 
travagant to afcm that a time may come when 
it shall appear a greater honour to have been the 
humblest individual belonging to this society 
than to be the emperor or conqueror of the 
globe. Upon these principles, my Lord, I do 
most cordially approve of the institution about to 
be formed this day, which has for its object the 
dispersion of a book, separate from the informa- 
tion and blessings of which the scenery of nature, 
magnificent as it is, is to the eye a splendid but 
mysterious riddle, the advances of death the ap- 
proaches of an hour of darkness and dismay, and 
an entrance into eternity little better than a leap 
into a gulf of desperation/* 
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" In strokes of sudden pathos and unpolished 
grandeur,'' it has been well observed by Mr. 
Hall, '' the speaker was almost unequalled ; and 
as his whole soul was engaged in promoting the 
Bible Society, on no occasions were his peculiar 
powers displayed to more advantage. The 
speeches he delivered at the annual meeting in 
the county town, and in the different places 
where branch societies were formed, tended 
greatly to promote the interests of the institu- 
tion. In the place in which he resided he raised 
the society to such an eminence in the estima- 
tion of the inhabitants of the town and neigh- 
bourhood that its annual meetings were attended 
by a large concourse of hearers year after year ; 
and during a course of twenty years or more, 
the day for the anniversary of the meeting of the 
Bible Society was the great day of the year/' 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

CHAEACTERISTICS OP THE MINISTRY. 

When a ministiy has been conducted in the same 
place for the lengthened period of forty-five 
years, and that with unabated interest to the 
last, we conclude that it must have been distin- 
guished by the most valuable and striking quali- 
ties. Some of these which, from our recollections, 
appeared to us to be most prominent we shall 
briefly state. 

It was a ministry distinguished by its fulness 
of evangelical truth and piety. It presented ex- 
alted views of the Redeemer's glory; it exhibited 
the efficacy of his sufierings and death as the 
great sacrifice for sins ; and it set forth the grace 
of the Holy Spirit as the renovator and sanctifier 
of the human heart. It showed how grace and 
holiness appeared in the great plan of the gospel. 
Though the sticklers for current theological 
phrases might not always be satisfied because 
their terms were not constantly used, yet the 
truth as it is in Jesus was presented in such a 
manner as to indicate that it was the life of Him 
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who declared it, and that it was the only way of 
life to those who heard it. 

It was characterized by its full exhibitions of 
the Christian temper^ and its enforcement of 
Christian duties. The Saviour^s spirit and cha- 
racter, as the model of imitation for his followers, 
miade a prominent part of this ministry; and 
the strongest motives the gospel supplies were 
brought forward to urge Christians to walk even 
as He walked. Grace was to be productive of 
holiness. All the fruits of a living faith were to 
appear in the Christian life. Hence it was that 
those who entered most into the spirit of this 
ministry manifested more of the temper of the 
gospel and of the practical influence of Christi- 
anity than generally appears amongst the pro- 
fessors of Christianity. 

It was a ministry characterized by a rich 
variety. It ranged through the wide field of 
revelation. Though the great points of the gos- 
pel were first, yet it was not confined to a few 
hackneyed topics, but it sought to present what- 
ever the Word of God contains that might be 
profitable to the hearers. The preacher, in his 
own expressive phrase, might be said to have 
^' thrown himself on the riches of the Scrip- 
tures.^^ Thus he secured, by some novelty in 
the treatment of the subjects presented, and by 
striking modes of illustration, a rich and ample 
variety, as a good householder, bringing out of 
the treasury things new and old. 
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It was a ministry that partook largely of an 
expository character. Through a considerable 
period of it the discourses on the morning of the 
Lord^s day consisted of an exposition of portions 
of Scripture consecutively carried on. In the 
course of years many of the books of the Old and 
New Testament had been expounded. This was 
a work in which the pastor delighted, and in 
which he greatly excelled. He became eminent 
as a popular expounder of Divine truth, by the 
skill with which he could draw out and illustrate 
the varied instructions conveyed. He considered 
this plan to be the means of leading the hearers 
to a much further acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures, and as bringing forward subjects of in- 
struction which are not so easily introduced in 
detached sermons. The sermon in the after 
part of the day generally had a connection with 
the morning exposition. 

It was a ministry characterized by familiar y 
beautiful, and striking illustrations. It drew its 
imagery from the scenes of nature and the events 
of life in a manner sometimes so novel and strik- 
ing, as most clearly to illustrate the truth pre- 
sented, to fix it on the memory, and inscribe it 
on the heart. Many beautiful instances might 
be selected from the sermons of the preacher. 
There is a sermon entitled " The influence of 
trifles on our future state,^^ from Matt. xii. 86 : — 
^^ But I say unto you that every idle word that 
men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
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in the day of judgment,'' in whicli we find the 
following familiar but striking illustrations:— 
'^ We say in general that a man sows his seed 
and reaps his crop. But what is that seed com- 
posed of? Why thousands of little single grains. 
And what is the crop composed of? Why thou- 
sands and millions of little single grains. Now 
every one of those little grains that was sown iq 
the earth, and which took root in the seed time, 
has its share in the crop that is produced in har- 
vest. The whole crop is composed of a number 
of individual grains. Thus every grain that is 
sown in seed time is given an account of when 
harvest comes, inasmuch as every one of them 
makes a part of the crop, and all of them together 
constitute the crop, whether it be good or bad. 
So that lofty steeple, which has been built so 
many years, what is it composed of? Why thou- 
sands of stones ; and all those stones were cut 
into their respective forms, and put into the 
respective places which they occupy, by human 
hands. Thus every single stone in that building 
does its part towards constituting the whole and 
making it what it is, and gives an account of 
itself, as it were, in that steeple. Nay, every 
stroke that the workmen gave in forming each 
stone did its part towards the whole, and is 
giving an account of itself in that building, be- 
cause the whole is made of a number of single 
stones, and a number of single strokes of the 
workman's hand. So, again, suppose a man to 
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be put upon his trial at an assize, twenty wit- 
nesses are examined, perhaps, in the case, whose 
evidence is to acquit or condemn this man. 
Now, what is all this evidence composed of? 
Why a great number of words, each of which 
does its part towards making up the general 
testimony either for or against this man ; every 
one of these words, in proportion as it is to the 
purpose, does its part towards bringing in the 
man guilty or not guilty, and is, as it were, given 
an account of in the general verdict. Now, I 
apprehend in some sense of this sort, the text is 
strictly and properly true, '^ that every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account 
thereof in the day of judgment/' 

In a sermon from James i. 17, entitled, ^^ The 
sun an emblem of its Creator,'^ we find the 
following : — ^' There is one circumstance in refer- 
ence to the sun that has for many years been 
very instructive and consolatory to my own mind 
in connection with my Maker, and that is, there 
is this great peculiarity in reference to the sun, 
that you cannot bear to look at it. You know 
that it exists ; you are sensible of the importance 
of it to the world; you see its light, you feel 
its heat, are perpetually enjoying the beneficial 
influence of it, but you cannot bear to look at the 
sun itself; if you were to make the attempt it 
ij^ould in a few moments dazzle and blind you ; 
and it is the only object in nature that you can- 
not bear to look at ; you can perceive it, and 
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enjoy it only in its effects. It appears to me that 
in tliis view it is a most striking and unique image 
of its Maker. We see Him in the operations of 
his hand everywhere about us, converse with 
Him in his providence and his Word, perceive 
Him in ten thousand beneficial influences; but 
we cannot bear to look directly at God. When 
we think of his essence, the essence of his nature 
as never beginning to be, as everywhere present, 
we are confounded, overpowered, buried, and lost 
in our thoughts. Hence He Himself says, ^ My 
face shall not be seen.^ ^ No man can see my 
face and live.^ ^ Who can by searching find out 
God? Who can find out the Almighty unto 
perfection V Looking at the Divine essence is 
gazing at the sun ; we are soon blind j and I do 
think it Uterally true that if it pleased God to let 
loose a full thought of his essence upon the 
human soul, it would literally crush it as com- 
pletely as a globe of adamant, if it were to fall 
upon the body, would crush that. No created 
mind could bear a full thought of God.*^ 

In a sermon on ^^ A conscience void of offence,*' 
we have the following striking passage : — ^^ What 
a view does this subject give us of the case of 
those that pay little or no regard to conscience 
at all, either towards God or man, who live (and 
how many such there are !) without principle and 
without conscience, or any concern to exercise 
themselves in this way; because in this case, 
conscience may be comoared to a sleeping lion. 
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which an ignorant savage plays about and trifles 
with without fear of danger, or any concern to 
obtain eecurity from him, till the hour of dark- 
ness, when the dreadful animal awakes, darts 
upon his prey with an irresistible spring and a 
roar of thunder, and tears him limb from limb. 
Such will an unpacified and unpurified conscience 
be to the sinner another day. When eternity, 
opens, and the tribunal of God comes in sight, 
then wQl be the time when conscience will awake 
its wrath without delay .^^ 

It was a ministry which seized upon the varied 
incidents of life to convey instruction, and to im- 
press the heart. Striking providential events, 
remarkable occurrences in the Church and in the 
world, in our own country and in other lands, 
would meet with a suitable notice. The various 
seasons of the year were often beautifully im- 
proved j the verdure of the spring, the glories of 
the summer, the riches of the harvest, and some- 
times the rigours of the winter, were improved to 
important purposes ; not in any wild and fanciful 
manner, but to convey sound instruction in a 
most pleasing and popular form. . 

It was a ministry eminently characterized by 
the spirit of devotion. The prayers that were 
offered up in the pubUc services of the sanctuary 
have seldom if ever been equalled. Their ftd- 
ness, their fervour, and their variety were most 
remarkable ; and they were offered in the tones 
and the manner of one who felt that he was in 
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the presence of God, and who almost compelled 
others to feel so too. It was a high trdat to a . 
devotional mind to hear those prayers, and to * 
join in the sublime worship presented in that 
sanctuary. There was often a peculiar beauty, 
excellency, and fulness in the prayers oflfered in 
the social meetings of that Christian society; 
henoe there was a considerable degree of the 
spirit of devotion apparent amongst the people, 
and some cases there were of unusual excellency 
in prayer. 



THE END. 
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Character of the late Bey. John Williams. Thiixl and Cheap 
Edition, with Portrait, fcap., doth, 6s. Large Edition, 10a. 6a 



— Maritime Discovery and Christian Missions 

considered in their Mutual Bdations; Comprehending the 
Discoyery of India, America, and Polynesia; with the First 
Missions to those B^ons; the Bise and Progress of the 
Missionary Spirit in England, etc. With many Engrsyings^ 
8yo, cloth, 12^. 



— Memoirs of David Nasmith: his Labours and 

Trayels in Qreat Britain, France, the United States^ and 
Canada. With Portrait, royal 12mo, doth, 10s. 6d. 

— Popery and foseyism lUustrated: » S«riM of 

Essays. Fcap. 8yo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Letters on the Bible Monopoly. i2mo^ dotb^ 



2s. 6d. 



JOHN SSOWf PAIEBNOSXES EOW. » 

Oakebisl.— Letters on Pastoral Visitation^ IKstarBoiMw*- 

inn of Ghurohes, Congregational Friendly Sodefaes^ andSimdHy 
Scmool Instroction. Se^nd Edition, Is. 

— — Letters on Wesleyan Methodism in ISnfsfand and 

the Colonies, and a History of Whitfield's Chuiehea. 8tO| 6d. 

■ The Comprehensive Hymn Book ; One Tkonaand 

Hymns, Original and Selected. Eighth Edition, 24mo^ ihcq^ 
8s. ;' voan, gUt edges, 4s. 

Sacramental Oommtmion for Yonng People* 



A Treatise on the. Lord's Supper. 6d. 

— Theology for Youth. Tenth Edition, U. 



— A Oateohism on First Principles of Savins: 

Knowledge. 3d. 



A Catechism on the Facts of the Old Testa- 



moit. 4d. 



A Catechism on the Facts of the New Teeta- 



xnent. 4d« 



The MarroTv^ of Modem Hymn Bodks^ fiv iha 



Use of Sunday Schools, etc. 4d. 



— Ten Sermons. By Ber. John dsmpbell, D.I>., and Ser* 

J. W. Bichardson. On the following important sabjeets: — 
Self-Examination — Self-Deception ; Self-Approval — Self-con- 
demnation; Self-Denial— Self-Indulgence ; Self-DistroBt — Self* 
Confidenee ; Self-Preservation — Self-Destroction. Ecapc 8vo^ 
doth, 2s, 6d. 



■ Church Finance ; or, the Seriptmre Method cf SMa* 

blishing and Upholding Christian Institutions. 2d. 

\* Purchasers of not less than Fifty Copies lor |entiiiloii» 
distribution can be supplied at half-price on direct applioatiovi U^ 
the publisher. 

Camfhell (G.)— The INTew Testament, translated fitm tbe 
Origrnal Greek. The Gospels by George CampbeU, BJ). The 
Acts and Bevelation by Philip Doddridee, D.D. The E^;iMtk» 
by James Macknight, D J>. 18iMR>, doth, 2a. 6L 



— (J.)— Worlds Displayed^ for the Benefil cf Ymmg 

People, by a Familiar History of some of their Xnhaltenlk 
By Ker. J. Campbell. 18mo, sewed, 6d. 



•V WOBXS niBUBBXDXT 

Campbbll (W.) — ^BritiBh Indiay in its Bel&tion to i&e Destine of 
Hindoakm, and tiie Progreii of Ofarirtiaiiity ; oootaining 
Bemarks on the iJCanners, Oostoms, and Literature of tne 
People; on the Effects which Idolatry has produced upon 
their Civil, Moral, and Political Belations, etc., etc. ByxLer. 
William Gunpbell, of the London MissionaiT' Society. Second 
Thousand, 8yo, doth, 8s. 

C^BB.-^^he Gterman Beformation in the Nineteenth 

Century ; or, Illustrations of Popery in Power, and of Truth 
in Conflict. With Short Notices of the SeHgiona State of 
Austria, Bavaria, Prussia, and the Baltic Provinoes of Aussia. 
By Mrs. Stanley Carr. Second Thousand, post 8yo, doth, 6s. 

Chester Conference (The). A Series of Papers on the 
Present State of the Churches and the Ministry, and the 
Means of their Beviyal, read before the Conference of 
Mmisters held at Chester, in March, 1858. I. On the Aotual 
state of the Churches, and the best means of calling forth a 
Deeper Sanctity and Devotedness. By Bev. Thomas Stratten, 
of Hull. II. The Conversion of Souls : the great end of the 
Christian Ministry. By Bey. J. A. James, of Birmhigham. 
m. The Means of Bringing the Outstanding Popvdation 
under the Lifluenoe of God's Truth. By Bey. James Spence, 
of Preston. lY. On Special Beligious Services. By JCbv. C. 
H. Bateman. Pcap. 8yo, sewed. Is. 

Xhjjoaoy, — India and the Gospel j or, an Empire for the 

Messiah. By Bev. W. Clarkson, Missionary to Western India. 
With Introductory B^narks by Bev. T. jLrcher, D.D. Third 
Bdition, post Svo, doth, 6s. 



Christ and Missions: or, Eacts and Principlea of 



Evangeliem, Post Svo, doth, 7S. 



Scenes of the Bible; a Series of Scriptme Sketches. 



18mo, cloth, 28. 6d. 



— Missionary IBncouragements in India; or, the 

Christian Village in Ghijurat. Seventh Edition^ with En- 
gravings, 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 



>•.•■ 



Thy -Past Impreosions. Fourth Edition, 2d. 
Thy Spiritual Position. Thiifd Edition, 2d. 
Thy Walk with Qod. 2d. 
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OoQBUsr^— The Ttvo Thousand Ck>iif essoore of Sticteeiir 

Handled and Sixty-Two. Bj Bey. Thomas Coleman. Seeond 
Edition, with additions, fcap. 8yo, doth, 3s. 

**Th6 iiwimorialB of these eventlU times toe ooUeoted with 4iligept««E«^ and 
nanatod with admirable feeUng in the toIiuim before na. It ie dfflralfe to Mad' 
itwitiioiit pafiagthetribateoifgretofBluid admiring teen to the brave and 
foc^jr iBaa.whoee hiatosy is so tooehingly xeoorded.*' — Baptist Magaaintii 

'^ Kdmoiials of the Independent Ghnrohee* inr 

Korihamptonshire : with Biographioal Notices of their J^uton^ 
and aome Acconnt of the Puritan Ministers who labonved in. 
the County. SmaU 8yo» cloth^ 4s. 

The English Confessors after the Beformation. 

to the Days of the Commonwealth. Small 8yo, doth, 4s. 6d» 

. ■ The Redeemer's Final Triumph V or, The Ckas* 

tainty and Glory of the Besurrection of the Just at the Coming' 
of the Lord; a Series of Lectures on 1 Cor. xy. Fcap. 8yo,. 
eWthy.da.. 

— n — The Candidate for Christian FeIlowAip> 

Encouraged and Directed. 18mo, doth, Is. . 

GoNTOEB (Jos.)— The Poet of the Sanctuary. A Centenary 

Oommemoraition of the Labours and Sernoes, Literary and* 
Deyotional, of the Key. Isaac Watts, D.D. Preceded by Be- 
marks on the Origin of Psahnody and Christian Hymnology in 
Earlier GPimes. By Josiah Conder, Esq. Fcap. 8yo, cloth> 
ds.*6d.; gilt edges, 6s. 

' Watts' Fsalmsy together with his Three Books 

of Hymns and Spiritual Songs, revuranged in one Series, care- 
fully reyised. By Josiah Conder, Esq. 82mo, doth, 2s.; gilt 
edges, 2s. 6d.: 18mo, cloth, 8s.; ^t edges, 8s. 6d. 



Hymns of Praise, Prayer, and Devout 



tation. 18mo, cloth, 3s. 6d.; gilt edges, 4s. 



(E. B.) Josiah Conder : a Memoir. By Enatace E. 



Conder, M.A. Smidl 8yo, doth, 6s. 6d. 



— Why are we Dissenters P Three Lectures, on "The 
Christian Church, Christian Churches, and the Church of Eiig-- 
land ;'* on *' XTniformity and Schism ;" and on '* The Unien of 
Church and State." Second Edition, 18mo, Is. 6d. 



— An Order for the Solemnizatk>n of Matrimony, 

toother with an Order for the Bnrial of the Dead. Boyal 8to, 
cloth, 2s. 6d. 



9 WOEKS FUBLISHED BY 

CkmfeSBiOBS of a Oosrertfrom Baptism tn Water to Baptism 
mfUi Water. Third Edition, 18mo, sewed, Is. 6d.; cloth, 

''W^ are mot rarprised, aftwr reading this rety able treatise, that it has 
ffptMad into a third edition : it oof ht to have been the thirty-third. Apart alto* 
•^•Aer from lira merits of the question or the importance of the controrers^, aa 
-*pMee'7>f writing it ranks first class for its power of expression, and espeoiallj 
ibr its fiorce of sarcasm. Some, indeed, may consider that the writer indulges 
the lattar taeaity to a fault, especially when discussmg what is arowedly a ques- 
tioa of inqwrtanoe : but the author's design in writing, and the oiroumatanoes 
^•nldeh led to Hie publication, must be taken into account. It is true the author 
wields IhB pen of a ready writer, and the pen dipped in vinegar ; but, conslder- 
iag tile materials he had to deal wiA, it was urgently required, and the result 
ia a perfect treat of its kind. Let it not, however, be imagined that the author 
daea not know vdiat he writes, or whereof he aflirms. The Scripture argument 
is eiearij appreh«ided, and forcibly stated, alike in harmony with the genius of 
CHhiiafianity and the dictates of common sense. The truth is plainly spoken, 
^Imt it ia the truth ; and when the readw has come to the close, there is no 
leaaon why he eSionld &Q to see, and confess too, that it is spoken in love.*'-* 
'glayg Courier^ March, 1868. 

OoBBENr.— Belinous Life in the Established Church. 

In Twelve IJetters, addressed to Pious Episcopalians. By a 
Sbriend. With a Frefatorj Address to the Hon. and B^T. 
Baptist Noel, M.A. Fcap. 8yo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

<hnnnraB]>.^The Final Happiness of the Saints in 

BCeaven : an Essay. By the late Bey. Samuel Comford. 18mo, 
doth. Is. 6d. 

OOWPEB.^— A Soripture Gazeteer. Containing an Account 
of all the Places mentioned in the New Testament. By Ber. 
B. H. Cowper. Fcap. 8yo, Is.; doth, Is. 6d. 

Ooac— Female Soriptiine Biography. Preceded by an 

Essay on "What Christianity has done for Woman." By 
Bey. E. A. Cox, D.B., LL.D. Second Edition. Post Sto, 
dothyds. 



— — -— The British Pulpit ; as it is, and as it may yet be- 
come. In Six Lectures to a young Minister. ISmo, sewed, 
ed. 

Datum.— A Snnday-School Hymn Book. By Louisa 

i Dayids. d2mo, 3d. Fine Edition, in doth, 6d. 

IUTisB.-~c;hina and her Spiritual Claims. By Bey. 
, Jhran D&yiee^ lata Missionary to the Chinese. Ecap* 8to, 



JOHN SNOW, PAlXANOSTER SOW. 

Paths.— Memoir of the Bev. Samuel Dyer, MiMUKoavyt* 

the Chinese. Fcap. 8yo, cloth, 4s. 6d. 

Bevivals in Wales: Facts and CorreipondoMO Map* 



plied by Pastors of the Welsh Churches. 12mo, 6d. 

Datib i[W.)— The Believer's Assurance of SalYataoa: 

Is it attainable ? By Bev. W. Davis. 18mo, cloth, la 

Dialogue on the Subjects and Mode of Baptism^ 

between a Baptist and a Pedo-Baptist. By a Pedo-KantiBl.. 
3L2mo, sewed, 8d. 

BzLL.— The Presbyterian and Protestant Dissenter 

in the Army and Navy. By Bey. Bichard Dill, A.M. 12bicv 
doth, 1b. 6d. 

East.— A Series of Discourses on the Proper Dei^ 

of the Son of God, and the Primary Design of his Miiwian. 
By BeTi T. East. Svo, cloth, lOs. 6d. 

EsWABDS.— On Bevivals of Beligion. By Jonatium Ed- 
wards. With Notes and Introduction by Kev. Dr. PattOBy 
and Introductory Preface by Bev. J. A. James. Boyal 8t(v 
sewed, 2s. 

— :— (W. S.)— Heroes of the Bible ; or, Sketches of 
Scripture Character. By Ber. W. S. Edwards. Grown Sre^ 
clotn. [_New edition in iiepreu,'] 

— ! (J.)— Parental Comfort in Parental SonoiTy. 

addressed to Christian Parents Mpuming the Death, of Infint 
Children. By Bey. J. Edwards. 32mo, 6d. 

FnnrBY.— Finney's Lectures on Bevivals of BeUgioiLi. 

Carefully Beyised, with Not^s, by the Bey. Dr. Patton, and 
Introductory Preface by the Bey. J. A. James, of Bimdn^iaiii.^ 
Boyal 8yo, sewed, 3s. 

Professor Finney on Prayer. iSmo, Gd.^ clotibr 



gilt edges. Is. 

FisTOHJOL.— The History of the Bevival and Proffreoa 

of Independency in En^and, nnoe the Period of the limonamr 
tion. With an Introduction, containing an Account «f tli» 
Deyelopment of the Principles of Independency in the aft oC 
Christ and his Apostles, and of the gradual departure of liie 
Church into anti-Christian error, until the time of the Bcfo- 
mation. By Bey. Joseph Fletcher. Ciie«> Bioentenarj Bdi- - 
tion. 4 yols. fcap. 8yo, sewed, Is. each.^ cloth, 28. 
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JhuaoEXSL. — Six Views of Infidelity ; bemg Xjeetmes on the 
Creed of Infidelity— The Biography of Infideli^— The Morality 
of Infidelity — The OonsolationB of Infidelity — The CQiazinB of In- 
fidelity—The Antagonist of Infidelity. Post 870, dol^ 2b. 6d. 

Spiritual Blessings; a DisconxBe on Personal Elec- 



lum and Divine Sovereignty, with an Appendix. By the {ite 
Bev. Joseph Fletcher, D.D. 8to, sewed. Is. 

IhanatAX.^A Tonr in South Afirioa, with ISTotioes bflTatal, 

MauritiuB, Madagascar, Ceylon, Egypt, and F^estine. By the 
BeT. J. J. Freeman, late Home Secretary of the London Mjs- 
' Aonary Society. T^h Maps and IllntlaEsiions. Post 8to, 
cbth,78. 

Oajcble.— Sermons Preached at Clapton Chapel. 

By Ber. H. J. Gamble. Grown Svo^ cloth, 7s. 

Paul the Apostle ; 09, Sketches from his Idfe. Beoond 



Edition. Small Svo, cloth elegant, 5s. 



-— Sorijptnre Baptism ; being a Series of Familiar Letters 
to a Friend, in reply to ** Clmstian Baplasm," by the HJon. and 
Bey. Baptist Noe^ M.A. Fcap. 8yo, cloth, 3s. 



7 Hymns for Prayeivmeetiiigs and l^eoial Ser- 

Tices, Original and Selected, with ' Mario. -Senth Thousand, 
limp cloth, 6d.; cloth, gilt edges, 9d. 

Glimpses of our Heavenly Home ; or, the Destiny of 

the Glorified. By the Author of <*Life ht Bethany." Sixth 
Edition, fcap. Svo, cloth gilt, 8s. 6d. 

^A baaoiifal book on a ihem* ftdl of loveMneu and glofy. It ooM to be, 
•s iadacd it is, re^te "mih poetry and poetical langtiaire : abomoiiig with 
exqiiiiite qaotations always appropriate, and nerer bardening tbe prodootions 
of the aathor's own pen. . . . Our readers will be ereMly clluwmed and 
<0difled withso valaable a companion for many an hour of devoat maditation.*'— 

GoDWHT. — Christian Baptism : an Inquiry into the Scrip* 
kural Evidence of the Mode, the Subject, and the Design of the 
Bite, and the Meaning of the Term. By Bey. J. H. Godwin. 
Fcap. 8vo, cloth, 6s. &. 

iHrOBTAlfT TO SUNBAT SCHOOL TBAOHXBS. 

Qoepel HTmns for Sunday Schools. 32moy sewed. Id.; 

dLoUL2d. 
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Gbahah.— Christ Jthe Stm of Bighteousness ; The YouBg 

Inyited. -. By Bev. John Graham. 18mo, aewed, 3d« . 

Gbxgoby.— Family Gkxlliiiess. By Bev. JamM. Gregoiy. 
ISmo^Sd. 

Grandpapa's Missionajnp- Stories to the Ybimg. 

By an Old Missionafy. With fourteen beautiful Engravings, 
18mo, doth, gilt edges^ Is.. 

Ha£L (John) — The Believer's Peace. In Memoriam of His 
Boyal Highness the Prince Oonsort. By the Bey. John Hall. 
Svo, doth, Is. 

(Nbwmak.)— The ChristianPhilosopher Triiu^ph- 

ing over Dea^; a Narrative of the Closing Scenes of the life of 
the late William Gbrdon, M.D., F.L.S., of Kingston-upon- 
Hull. By Bev. Newman Hall, LL.B. With Portrait. 
Twenty-sixth Thousand, crown 8vo, cloth, 4s.; morocco ele- 
gant, lOs. 

« MQHons of gold and sOVer sink into utter insignificanoe when placed in 




agaz%ne. 



— Seventy Scripture Chants j sdeoted and arranged 
for Congregational and Sodal Worship. Fifth Edition, f(»|rp. 
8vo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

Hymns composed at Bolton Abbey, and other 



Bhymes. Crown 8vo, cloth gilt^ Ss. 6d. 



Come to Jesus* 3d.; doth, 6d.: 18mo, ^oth, Is.; gilt» 



Is. 6d. Large ^pe. Is.; cloth. Is. 6d. 

— Christ for Every One. dd^ cloth, la. 

— Christian Victory. 8d. 

— Congregationalism for Christ. 2d. 

— Cross Bearing. 2d. 

— Death in the Palace, sd. 
^ Death in the Coal Pit. 2d. 



-* Follow Jesus. 3d., doth. Is. Large Type, la« dotb, 
l8.6d. 

— Hints on Prea<diingt 4d. 



IS WORKS PUBLISHED BY 

Hau (Srewman)— '< Jehovah Jireh." 3cL 

^1** It is I ;** or, the Voice of Jesus in the Storm. 6d.; 

4Blotii gilt, Is. 

KarratiTe of Dr. Gordon. 3d.; l8mo, cloth, Is. 

■■ TXoiw, Sd.? 18mo, cloth. Is. 

Plain Truths Plainly put. Cloth, is. 

" Quench not the Spirit. 3d.; doth, is. 
Beady to Perish. 26,000. id. 

Saorifioe; or, Pardon and Foritj through the Cross. 
"■ 8vo. Cloth; 28. 6d. 



Scriptural Claims of Teetotalism. 3d. 

Stop the Leak. 2d. 

The Voice of Jesus : consisting of " Come to Jesus," 

''Pollow Jesus," and " It is L^* In ouq vol. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

The Day of Salvation; consisting of "Christ for 

'Ewerj One," "Quench not the Spirit," and "Now." doth, 
28. 6d. 

The Author of " The Sinner's Friend." 3d. 

— ■• — TbB Call of the Master. 2d. 

The Day of Small Things. 2d. 

The Holy CathoUo Faith. 3d. 

The Man Christ Jesus. 3d. 

" The Shadow of the Almighty.** 6d. 

— — Watch and Pray. 3d. 

Warning Cry from Niagara. 3d. 

Words from the Workshop. 2d. 

(J. V.)~The Sinner's Friend. By J. Vine HalL 

JBd.; 16mo, square, dd. Large Type, Is.; doth, Is. 6d. 

AunmsT.— The Christian Merchant. A Practical Way 
to Uake "The Best of both Worlds," exhibited in the life 
and Writings of Joseph Williams, of Kidderminster, formerly 
-pubfished as "The Diary and Letters of Joseph Williams." By 
Miuamin Hanbury. Third Edition, mth Portrait 12mo, 
«lom, 6b. ; morocco elegant^ 10s. 6d. 
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HiNBT7Br-~My Baptized One. Thoughts for Thinking Parents. 
18mo, sewed, 6d. 

Habbis.— The Divine Best. By Bev. John Harris, D.D. 
Svo, Is. 

HENDEBsoN.^The Vaudois. By Bev. E. Henderson, D.D. 
Second Thousand, post Svo, cloth, 48. 

(Thos.)— The Missionary's Wife. A Memoir of 

Mrs. M. A. Henderson, of Demerara. By her Husband. 
Fcap. 8to, cloth, 2s. 

HENSY.^Exposition, with Practical Observations, on 

the Book of Proverbs. By Matthew Henry. Svo, cloth, 
2s. 6d. 

HiTCHENS.— Behold the Man. A Word to the ITnconverted, 
By B«T. J. Hiles Hitchens. Second Edition, d2mo, sewed, 2d. 

Kear the Cross; a Believer's Meditation. By the 



Bev. J. H. Hitchens. 32mo, sewed, 2d. 

Hike.— Thoughts for the Devout. Being Scriptural Ex- 
ercises for Every Day in the Tear. Arranged and adapted 
from the Writings of Bev. John How^, M.A. By Bev. T. 0. 
BLine, Sydenham. Post Svo, cloth, 6s. $ morocco, elegant, 12s. 

Our lyected Ministers. A Bicentenary Tract. 



Second Edition, Enlarged, 4d. 

Hood.— The Earnest Minister. A Jtecord of the life, and 

Selections firom Posthumous and other Writings of the Bev, 
l»enjamin Parsons, of Ebley, Gloucestershire. Edited by the 
Bev. Edwin Paxton Hood. With Portrait, Svo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 



Havelock: the Broad Stone of Honour. A 

Tribute of the Tongue and Pen. Eourth Edition. Clothy 
gilt edges. Is. 

-^ The Lamps of the Temple. Crayon Sketches of 

the Men of the Modem Pulpit, including Melvill, Gilfillan, 
Binney, Pulsford;, Spurgeon, etc. Third Edition, revised and 
greatly enlarged, post Svo, cloth, 9s. ; morocco 14s. 

"Full of able disquiaitioii, high-toned reflection, and so lightened and illus- 
trated "with story, AigitiTe remimsoence, and hiBtoru»l and biographical incident, 
that we are carried awar, as we have been aforetime bj other crayon sketches, 
eren those of * Geoffrey Crayon' himself, and feel as again within the fascinating 
inflaence of another Washington Irving.*'— ^cot^i«% Jtmi. 
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How Young Men may become Great Men. By 

Alpha Beta. Third Thousand, 18mo, sewed, 6d. ; oloiihy giU 
edges. Is. 

SoFpus— The Crisis of Popular Education : Its Statistics 

and Eelation to the Government. By John Hoppus, LL.D., 
!F,Br.S., of University College, London. 8ro, 5s. 

Schism ; as Opposed to the Unity of the Church. Second 



Edition, 8vo, boards, lOs. 6<L 

JA30iS.— On the Bevival of Beligion. An Address de- 
livered before the Congregational Union. 40th Thousand, 
12mo, Id. • 

Jaoe.— Sermons on Various Texts. By B«v. John Jack. 
12mo, cloth, 6s. 

JsvFEBSON. — Agprippa; or, the Nominal Christian invited to 
Consideration and Decision. By Eev. John Jefferson. Third 
Thousand, 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

Truth and Duty; An Appeal to British Youth on 

the Present Claims of Christianity. Three Discourses to the 
. Yoiing. 18mo, doth, Is. 

JuanrK.— On the Union of the Holy Spirit and the 

Church in the Conversion of tiie World. By the Eev. T. W. 
Jenkyn, D.D., F.Q-.S. .Seeond Edition, Ici^. 8vo, doth, 6s. 

■ The Extent of the Atonement, in its Belation 

to God and the Universe. Third Sditioo, post 8vo, cloth, 7s. 

Jesus is Mine. By a Missionary in India. Eighteenth Thou- 
sand. 32mo, seveid, 2d. 

"A very small book, but a very predons one. It reminds ns in some re- 
spects of * Gome to Jesus/ and consists of brief practical observationB upon pas- 
sages of Scripture. We hope a little work so fitted for ns^blness will have »- 
wi<te eirculatioB, and especially that it may be distributed largely by earnest 
Christians.''— T%e Q^wer. 

*«* Purchasers of not less than Fifty Copies for gratuitous distribution can 
be supplied at half-price on direct application to the Fnblisher. 

JoifTES.— Primitive Christianity Illustrated; in Hiirty 

Sermons, on various Doctrines, Ordinances, and Duties, taught 
and enjoined by our Lord Jesus Christ and his Apostles. By 
the late Bev. William Jones> MJL Secoad EcUtioa, 8vo, 
published at 12s., redoeed to ds. 
*^* A few copies of the above inyalnable yokane, remaining, 
early application uiouLd be made. 
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JcnnM.— Autobiography of William JbxifiS, Mj9L^ Author 

of " Biblical Cyclopeedia," *' Lectures on Ecclesiastical Historj," 
etc. Edited by his Son. One toL, Syo, cloth, 5b. 

The Irish Daisy; or, Elizabeth, the Happy Sunday Scholar. 
By a Clergyman. 32mo, sewed, Sd. 

Jubilee Services of the Ijondon Missionary Society. 

Containing the Sermons of the Bev. James Parsons, Bey. 
William day, and Pr. Baffles, etc., etc. 870, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

JuKXS. — Aids to Memory ; or, the Principal Facts and Dates 
of the Old Testament History, and of the subsequent History 
of the Jews, to the period cii the Incarnation, embodied in 
short Mnemonic Sentences, on the plan of Mrs. J. Slater's 
''SententisB Chronologicse," with a Becommendatory Pre&ce 
by Dr. Yaughan. By Mrs. Jukes. 18mo, doth, 2s. 

KiTTEBNS. — Sermons. By Bey. Daniel Kattems. 870, doth, 

128. 

Kb£ly. — Discourses on Holy Scriptures, with Notes and 

Illustrations. By Ber. John Kelly, Liverpool. Ecap. 8to, 
doth, 5s. 6d. 

An Examination of the Facts, Statements, and 



Explanations of Bey. Dr. Davidson. 12mo^ 3s. ; cloth, 4b, 

'KsiGtHT, — The Christian Workman. A Memoir of WHliam 

Bobinson, Hayton, Cumberland. By Bey. William Knight. 
With PrdSMse by Bey. Dr. Magpie. 18mo, doth. Is. 

KmLL.—A Scotchman Abroad. By Bey. Bichard Knill, 
Missionary. 18mo, sewed, 6d. 

A Dialogue between a Bomish Priest and the Bey. 



Bichard Knill. Id. 

IiACBOix.— Missionary Devotedness. A Brief Memoir of 
Jtoy. A. E. LacToix, of Calcutta, Thirty-nine Years a Mission- 
ary to ^e Heal^wn. 16mo, 6d. 

Laitdels.— The Desire of AD. Nations. By Bey. William 

Landds. 18mo, 6d. 

LEASc—The Footsteps of Messiah. A Beview of Ptesases 

in the History of Jesus Christ. By Bey. W. Leask, D.D. 
Post Syo, doth, 7s. 



Views Aom Calvary. iBvonh doth, di^^ 
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LxiBE. — The Tried ChristiLaxu A Book of ConsoloHon for 
the Afflicted. Fcap., 2b. 6d. 

The Hall of Vision, A Poem, in Three Books. 



Third Edition, 12mo, obth, 3s. 6d. 



Our Sra. A Soliloqny, in Three Farts — Social, Political, 



Beligious. 12mo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 



■ The Evidences of Grace ; or, the Christian Charac- 

ter Delineated. 18mo, doth, Is. 6d. 

LEaeB.^Christianity in Harmony with Man's Na- 
ture, Present and Jnrogressive. Bj Bey. George Legge, I1L.D. 
Post 8yo, cloth, lettered, 8s. 6d. 

Life at Bethany ; or, the Words and Tears of Jesus. By the 
Author of " Glimpses of our Heayenlj Home," etc Second 
Edition, enlarged, fcap. 8yo, doth, 3s. 

'* There is an inexpressible duurm abont this little Tolame — a tenderness, a- 

Sthoe, and a heart which wiU make it like a cordial to the souls of many."— 
tangelieal Metgcunne, *> 

Iiight at XiVentide. A Narratiye of Lydia M * * *, a Con- 
yerted Jewess. Sixth Edition, fcap. Syo, 6d. 

Iiight at the End. Funeral Seryices for Martha Bose Sher- 
man, youngest daughter of Bey. James Sherman. With brief 
Memoir. 8yo, sewed, Is. ; doth, gilt edges, 2s. 

liiSTEB. — How to Succeed in Life. A Guide to the Young. 
By the Bey. J. B. Lister. Third Edition, fcap. 8yo, cloth, 2s. $ 
morocco, elegant, 6s. 

LixTLE.—The Conversion and Death-bed Experience 

of Mrs. little. To which is added, A Guide to Peace with 

0od. Forty-first Thousand, a New and Beyised Edition^ in 

larger Tjrpe, with Portrait, Is. ; cloth, Is. 6d. 

*' I bdieve it is one of those hsllowed productions which the Lord Jesos will 
make use of for years, if not for ages to come, in winning souls to Himself.**— 
JS^» -fi* Moriion, 

LiYiKasTONE.^ Sketches of the Bev. Dr. Livingstone's 

Missionary Journeys and Discoyeries in Central Africa. 
Written hy himself. With an Illustratiye Map, 8d. 

LioTD.— The Three Crosses of Calvary: The Cross of 

the Bedeemer — ^The Cross of the Penitent — ^The Cross of the 
Unbelieyer. By Bey. Morg^ Lloyd. Post 8yo, doth, Ss. 6d. 
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lUUciiBOD.— Unfulfilled Prophecy retpeoting Eaitem Natiom, 
eBpedallj the Torka, the BuasiftDSy and the Jews* By Be?. 
A. Maoleod. 12mo, doth, 4k 

Madagascar and its Martyrs. A Book for the Young. 

With Five Engravings, 12mo, 8d. ; doth, Is. 2d. 

Madagascar ; its Mission and its Martyrs. With Engravings. 
Foap. Syo, sewed, Is.; doth, Is. 6d. An 8to edition in large 
type ; doth, 3s. 6d. 

MANNEBiNe.— Christian Consolation ; or, the Unity of the 

Divine Procedure, a Source of Comfort to afflicted Cliristians. 
By Bey. Edward Mannering. Second Edition, fisap. 8to^ 
doth, 3s. 

Mannebiko.— Christian Consistency; or, the Connection 

between Experimental and Practical Beligion. Petigned far 
Young Christians. 18mo, doth, 2s. 

Christian Happiness considered, in its Belation 

to Man, FamUies, and Churches. Comprising '*The Happy 
Man," "The Happy Family," "The Happy Church." Second 
Edition, 18mo, cloth, 2s. 

Bible Fruit for Iiittle Children. Third Thousand. 

18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 

Maboh.— Inspired Songs ; being a Selection of Psalms, etc., 
Syllabically arranged for Chantmg. By Bey. Samud March. 
With a Sanctus, Eleven Anthems, the Te Deum, and Twenty 
Chants. limp, 6d.; doth, gilt edges, Is. ^ 

Anthems for the Church and the Family, with 

Sanctuses, Chants, Jackson's Te Deum, etc., etc 16mo, sewed, 
6d.; doth, 8d.; ^t edges. Is. An Edition arranged for the 
Organ, Harmoniiun, or Pianoforte, in 8vo, Is.; limp doth, 2s.; 
gilt edges, 3s. 

Mabtif.— Bonds, but not Bondage. By the Bev. George 
Martin, Lewisham. Ecap. 8vo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Massie. — America; the Origin of Her Present Conflict; Her 
Prospect for the Slave, and Her Claim for Anti-SlaveTy 
Sympathy. lUustrated by Incidents of Travel, durine a Tour 
in tb9 Summer of 1863, throughout the United States, m>m the 
Eastern Boundaries of Maine to the MississippL ^y James 
Wm. Massie^ D J)., IiIiJ)» Poet 8vo^ doth, 6s. 
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Miflsn:— BaoblleotioilS of a Tour. 'ABammiep'BmaBBibildin 

Bel^um, Germany, and Switaerl&nd; including Sketulies of 
the Minor States of Germany, tbe Fatberhmd of the Befoanna- 
tion, Modem Beform in Continental Churches, and the Condi- 
tion of the Dispflmed Jews. Fort Svo, cloth, 98. 



— The Evangelical Alliance; its Origin and Develop- 

ment. Containing Peteonal Notices of its Distinguished B^Mnos 
in Europe and America. Post Svo, doth, 8s. & 



Liberty of Conscience Illustrated, and the Social 

!, ilelatioos sustained by Christians as Members of tbe Common- 

i Trealth considered. Post Svo, 2s.; cloth, 3s. 

I ■ BeTivtds in Ireland ; Facts, Documents, and Original 

^ Correspondence on the Origm, Progress, Characteristics, and 

^ Besults of the Work of 1859. In Four Parts, 8vo, sewed, 2b. 

■ Ireland in the Summer of 1860 ; and TenDays 

in Kingston and Dublin. Berival Wtrrk. 16mo, gilt edges, 6d. 
each ; or bound together, 9d. 

The Contrast ; West and Christianity. 18mo, 



ek>th, gilt edges,. Is. 

MATHEB.->On the Present' State and Prospects of 

Christian Missions in India, and the duty of the lurches at 
the present Crisis of our Indian Affairs. By tbe BEter. B. C. 
Mather, M.A., Missionary. 8yo, sewed, 6d. 

IfBDHUBST. — China J its State and Prospects, intii«Bpecial 

Beferenee to the Diffusion of the 6K>8pel ; containing Allusions 
to the Antiquity, Extent, Population, QTiHzation, Literature, 
Beligion, and Mfanners of the Chinese ; with Remarks on the 
Opram Trade. By Bev. W. H. Medhiirst, D.D., Por^ Years 
a Missionaxy to the Chinese. Fifth Thousand, Syo, cloth, 
12s. 



— A Glance at the Interior of China, obtained 

during a Journey through tbe Silk and Qreen Tea Ooontriss. 
6d. 6d. 



— A Dissertation on the SUk Manuflactare| and 

the OoltiTation of the Mulberry. Translated from ^e Ghmese. 
<6b. 



— A Dissertation on the ITheology of the Chinese, 

vith a View to t^ elucidation of the most appropriate teem for 
expressing the Deity in thAChineflaXanguage. Svo,.68. 
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Hbdhubst.— General Description of Shanghai andLits 

Enyirons. Svo, 6s. 

The Chinaman Abroad ; an Account of tbA Malayan 



Archipelago, particnlorlj of Java. 3j Ong-Tae-Kae. Trans- 
lated from lii& originaL 8to, cloth^ 3d. 6d. 

An Inqairy into the Proper Mode of Bendenng 



the word *^God" in Translating the Saored Scriptures into the 
Chinese Language. 8yo, sewed, 2s. 6d. 

M:*G-AvijNr.— The Sailor's Prayer-Book : A Manual of De- 
Yotion for Sailors, at Sea, and their families at Bbme. A 
Companion, also, for Passengers and Emigrants during their 
Voyage. By Bey. J. R. M^Gavin. Fourth Edition. Ecap. 8vo, 
doth, 2s. 6d. 

■ The Burning Ship ; or, Perils, by Sea and Land. A 

Narrative of the Loss of the "Australia." by Eire, on her Yoyage 
from Leith to Sydney ; with an Account of the Sufferings and 
Einal Bescue of the Crew and Passengers. Second Edition. 8d. 

liCiLLBB.— Said, the First King of Israel: a Scripture 
Study. By Bey. J. A. Miller. Ecap. 8yo> doth, 5s. 



Memoir of the Bev. C S. M*Kean, lOUA, MisaoDajy 

at Tahiti. With an Litroduction by Bey. A. Tidmao* D.D. 
Ecap. 8yo, cloth, 3s. 

MiLNES.— The Elevation of the People, Instructional, 
Moral, and Social. By Bey. Thomas Milner, M.A. 8yo, doth, 
lOs. 6d. 



— — Astronomy and Scripture ; or, Some mustrations 
of that Science, and of the Solar, Lunar, Stellar, and Terres- 
trial Phenomena of Holy Writ. With many Illustrations. 
Ecap. 8yo,.doth, 7s.; morocco elegaat, lOs* 6d. . 

MoCTAT.— Missionary Labours and Scenestn Southern 

Africa. By Bey. Bobert Moffat. With Map and many Illus- 
trations. 8yo, doth, 12s. Cheap Edition, roy . 8yo, 3s.; cloth, 4s. 

The Farewell Services of Bev. Bobert Moflbt, 

at Edinburgh, Mimchester, and London; induding his last 
Sermon in England. Ecap. 8yo, cloth, 28. 6d. 

MoBisoN.-~Goiinsel8 to a Newly-Wedded Pair;, or, 

Eriendly Suggestions to Husbands andWiyes. A Companion 
for the Honeymoon^ and a Bemembraaeer for Li£e. By Bey. 
JohnMJoriaQn,.D.D. Twenty-sixth ThoiisaBd. 32mo^ white silk, 
gilt edges, 2s. 6d.; doth, Is. 6d. 
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HOBUOV. — The Church : a Manual for Candidates to Christian 
Fellowship. 18mo, cloth, Is. 6d. 



The Fathers and FounderB of the Iiondon 

Missionary Society. Indudipg a Sketch of the Origin and 
Progress of the Institution. With Twenty-one Portraits, 
beautifully engrayed on SteeL 8to, cloth, 8s., published 
at 12s. 

MoBBisoK.— Memoirs of the Life and Labours of It. 

Morrison, D.D., Missionary to China. By his Widow. With 
Critical Kotes by Professor Eidd. 2 yoIs. Syo, cloth, 248. 

"Fob Geitebax CiBOini&.TioK. 
The Morning Walk. Twentieth Thousand. 12mo, sewed, Id. 



MuBBAY.— Missions in Western Polynesia; being Histo- 

. rical Sketches of these Missions from their Commencement in 
1839 to the present Time. By A. W. Murray, Twenty-five 
years a Missionary in Polynesia. With Map and Illustrations, 
8yo, doth, 10s. 6d. 

MiTKDT.— Memoirs of Mrs. Louisa Mnndy, of the London 

Missionary Society's J^Iission at Chinsurah, Bengal ; with Ex* 
tracts from her Diary and Letters. By her Husband. Fcap. 
8yo^ cloth, 4k 

Pabkeb. — Church Questions : Historical and Moral Beviews. 
With a Critique on Bishop Colenso's " Pentateuch." By the 
Bey. Joseph Parker, I>.D., Manchester. Second Thousand, 
crown 8to, cloth, 6s. 

"A noble work, ftitt of pith and power." — Chrittian World, 

Pabsovs.— The Mental and Moral Dignity of Woman. 

By Bey. B. Parsons. Third Edition. Fcap. 8yo, 5s. 



— Eduoation, the Birthright of every Human 

Being, and the only Scriptural Preparation for the Millenium : 
exhibiting the Present imperfect state of Popular Instruction, 
and the means of rendering it effectual for the Salyation of the 
Country and the World. Second Thousand. 8yo, Ss. 



■— Anti-Baoohus : an Essay on the Crimes, Diseases, and 
other Eyils connected with the Use of Intoxicating Drinks. 
Sixteenth Thousand. 8yo, 2b. 
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PABSOKS.~T]ie Wine Question Settled, in accordance with 

the Inductions of Science and the Facts of History ; in which 
particular reference is made to the Character of ancient Drinks, 
especially the Wines of Scripture. Second Thousand, 12mo, 
Is. 6d. 

Fatebson.— The Book for Every Land ; Beminiscences of 
Labour and Adventure in the work of Bible Distribution in 
the North of Europe and Bussia' By the late Key. J. Paterson, 
D.D. Edited, with a Preliminary Notice of the Author, by 
W. L. Alexander, D.D., of Edinburgh. Post Svo, cloth, 7s. 6d. 

Paton.— Evangelization of Town and Country, By 
Bey. J. B. Paton, M.A., of Sheffield. 12mo, 3d. 

Fatke.-— Lectures on Christian Theology. By the late 

Bev. G^eorge Payne, LL.D., Professor of Divinity in the Western 
College. With a Memoir by Bev. John Pyer, and Beminis- 
cences by the Bev. Balph Wardlaw, D.D. Edited by Bev. 
Evan Davies. - In two handsome volumes, 8vo, with Portrait, 
cloth, 21s. 



— Elements of Mental and Moral Science. By 

the Bev. Gkorge Payne, LL.D. Fifth Edition. 8vo, doth, 
Ss. 6d. 



— — A Manual Explanatory of Congregational 

Principles. 18mo, 4d. 

Pbaboe.-— Our Age and Our Country. By Bev. A. E. 

Pearce. ISmo, doth, gilt edges. Is. 6d. 



— — — The Sleeper Aroused ; or, the Christian summoned 
to seek the Conversion of Sinners to Christ. 32mo, sewed, Sd. 

The Voice in Bama Hushed; or, Consolation for 

Bereaved Parents. 32mo, sewed, 6d. 

FsABSALL.— Historical Memoirs of a Christian Fel- 
lowship. To which is added. An Outline of the Faith and 
Order of the Primitive Churches. By Bev. J. Spencer Pearsall. 
Second Edition. Sewed, 6d.; doth. Is. 



Apollos ; or, the Scholar doing Homage to Divine Beye« 



lation. 6d. 
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FHAiMATff.,— Paith and OrdBT. Hints to Oandidates {or Qiureh 
Fellowship. 32mo, 8d. 

Scripture Psalmody. Second Editioo. lemo, limp 



cloth, 6d. 

PsLLY.— The Bagged School Hymn Book, oontaming^ 
100 Hymns in a bold, clear type. By John Kendiick Felly. 
32mo, sewed, 4d. 

PhttiTp.— The Life, Times, and Missionary Enter- 

•prises in South Amca and the British Isles, of the Bey. John 
Campbell ; written chiefly by himself. With Specimens of his 
Correspondence with the Countess of Leven, Sir Walter Scott^ 
John Newton, Scott the Commraitator, etc. etc. 3j Bey. 
Bobert Philip. Post 8yo, with Portrait, cloth, 10s. 



— Life of the Bev. William Milne, D.B., Mis- 
sionary to China. With Biographical Annals of Asiatic Mis- 
sions firom Primitiye to Protestant l^es ; intended as a Ghiide 
to Missionary Spirit. Post 8yo, doth, with - Portraits of Dr. 
and Mrs. Mihie. 7s. 6d. 



The Elijah of South Africa; or, the Character and 

Spirit of the late Bey. John Philip, D J).^ TJnyeiled and Tindi- 
cated. Ecap. Svo, cloth. Is.. 

PHiijai!Fo.-^amaica; its Fast and Present State. By 

Bey. James Phillippo, Twenty Tears a Missionaij in that 
Island. Third Thousand. Post 8yo, cloth, with many En- 
grayings, 8s. 6d. 

Polynesia ; or Missionary Toils and Triumphs in the South Seas. 
A Poem. Post 8yo, cloth, 4i. 6d.. 

The Power of Consistency. A Tale. By Kate. Fcap.8yo, 

doth, 8s. 6d. 

Practical Hrats on Chapel-Building. By the Committee 
of the English Congregational Chapel Building Society. 8yo, 
Is. With Illustrated Appendix, containmg numerous platra and 
diagrams, 3s. The Appendix can also be had separatdy. 2s. 

The Princess of Wales: Her People and Countr^^; Her 
Beligion and Marriage. With an Account of the Boyal Jonr- 
n^ from Denmark to Windsor. Small 8y0j with Portrait, 
price Is. 
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Pbitghibd.— The Missionary's Beward: or, the SnoeesB 

of the GhMpel in the Pacific. ' Bj Gheorge Pritohard, Esq., her 
Britannic MajestVs Consul at the Navigator's Islands, South 
Seas. With an Introduction by the Bev. John Angell Jamet. 
BeoMid Thousand. Beantifolly Illustrated, fbap. 8to, doth, 46. 

Proorastinatioil ; or, the Yicar's Daughter. A Tale. Fourth 
Bdition, with Frontispiece, fcap. 8yo, elegantly bound, 8e. 6d. * 

Pbovt.— Memoirs of the Life of Bev. John Williams, 

Missionary to Polynesia. CSompiled from his Journals, Oorree- 
pondence, and other Authentic Sources. By Bey. E. Prout. 
One handsome yolume, 8yo, cloth lettered, with Portrait, etc., 
12s. Oheap Edition, unifinrm with ** Williams's Missionary 
Enterprises." Boyal 8yo, sewed, 8s.$ doth, 4s. 

Baxjeigh.— The Chariot of Israel and the Horsemen 

thereof A Sermon, deliyered at Canonbury Chapel, on the 
occasion of Uie Death of Ber. John Angell James. By Hev. 
Alexander Baleigh. 8yo, Is. 

BuDXOBD. — Light Beyond: Thon^ts to Ghride and Cheer. 
By Bebecoa M. Bedford. Second Edition. 18mo, doth, 2s. 

** God ^eed this littts book, with its words of wisdom and of loye.''«-ANm« 
gtUeal Magagme, 



True Greatness ; a Brief Memoir of the late Bey. 

John Angell James. By Bey. George Bedford, D.D.9 IiL.D* 
18mo, 6d. 

JSaas.— History of Protestant Nonconformity in 

Wales, from its Bise to the Present Time. By Bey. Thomas 
Bees, D.D., Swansea. One large Volume. 8yo, doth, lOs. 6d. 

Best in Christ fbr the Weary. By a Qergyman. 18mo, 
6d.; doth gilt. Is. 

BuKASDBoir.— The Wreck of the *' Boyal Ohaafter." 

A Nanratiye of the Disaetev, together with its Praotinl Lessons, 
and a lAst of the Passengers. By Bey. J. W. 
Second Edition, 4d. 



24 woKKS ftSushzd by 

BiOHASDsoK.— The Tendemesff of Jesus. Fourih Thou- 

Band. 3d. 
Boat.— The Sunday-School Question Book, Bible 

Class Mftnnal, and Family Catedtist. By Bey. WilliaBhBoaf. 
3d.; cloth, 6d.; interleaved with ruled paper, cloth, 9d. 

BoBiNsoK.^The Works of John Bobinson, the Pastor 

of the Pilgrim Fathers, with a Memoir and Annotations by 
Bey. Bobert Ashton. 3 yols. post 8yo, cloth, 9s. 

\* A few copies of this valiiable work are left on band, and can be had at the 
original net subBoription price of 98., on direct application to ike publisher. 

SABasAiTT.— Mamma's Lessons on the History and 

Geography of Palestine, and other Places mentioned in the 
Bible. In simple and familfftr Conversation. By Anna 
Maria Sargeant. With Map and Illustrations, square fcap- 
SvOy doth, 2s. 6d. 

t 

The Shepherd of Grove-Hall. A Story of 1662. J^t 

8vo, doth, 4s. *i 

" The gifted writer has made a noble contribution to the churdiei^ th» 
British Isles. The book is pre-eminentiy and equally a book for times jfPMcnt 
and times to come," — £riti»h Standard* i '' 

SicrSrH.— Life SpirituaL By Bev. George Smith, i^oplar. 
Small 8vo, cloth, 5s. * 



— - Lectures on the Pentateuch; with spcfdal refer* 

ence to recent Objections. Fcap. 8vo, doth, 4s. 6a»' 

idois 



(J. D.)— A Voice jfrom the Alps ; or, .the Vauc 



Valleys. With Scenes by the Way of Lands and Lakes itis- 
toricidly Associated. By Bev. J. Penhom Smith. Fcap. ^o, 
cloth, 3s. 



— Connemara ; its Scenery and History. With 

a Detailed Account of its Protestant Beformation. SecoBd 
Edition. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s. 



— (S.) Psalms and Chants, Arranged and Adapted (for 
Congregational or Private Use. By Sampd Smith, Bradford* 
Eighth Thousand. 24mo, doth, 6d.; red^dges, 9d.; roan, gilt 
edges, Is. 16mo, doth, Is. 3d.; red ed|;es. Is. 6d.; roan, giU 
edges, 2s. 
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SuTSK (S.)— A Handbook of Congregational Ffial- 

moaj. Edited bj Samuel Smith, Bradford. The Harmonies 
Berised bj William Jackson, Masham. Containing 800 good, 
nsdTul, and mostly well-known Q?unes, with manj Special 
laptatioiis. The arrangements are clear and simple, ana well 
iited for Congregational Singing ; and the Vocal Farts are in 
\e most convenient form ever yet offered as a " Hand Book" 
)r the pew. Organ Score, cloth, lOs. 6d. Single Yocal Farts, 
^2mo, doth, 28. 



— -.« — (T.)--The History of Joseph. Viewed in Connexion 
; with the Antiquities of Egypt, and the Customs of the Times 
; in which he lived. By the Bev. Thomley Smith. Third 
Edition, crown 8to, cloth elegant, 4s. 

" The work is written under the fall Uffht of the most recent archsBologioal 
JiiscoTeriea, modem soholarship, uad theological science. It is the book on the 
•satgect, we know of nothing which could take its place." — Somilut, 



SpEiroE. — The Beligion for Mankind ; Christianity adapted 

to Man in all the Aspects of his Being. By Bev. James 
Bpence, D.D. Ecap. 8ro, cloth, 48. 

— f— The Tractarian Heresy; a Voice from Oxford. 
J Tradition ; or, the Bule of BeHgious Belief — the Doctrine of 
• the Holy Catholic Truth — ^The Christian Ministry ; or, Apos- 
toHc Succession — ^The Efficacy of the Sacraments — Auricular 
Confession and Friestly Absolution — The Character and Ten- 
dency of Tractarianism. Ecap. 8to, cloth, 8s. 



— ^ Martha Dryland; or. Strength in Quietness. Memo- 
rials of a Sunday School Teacher. 18mo, cloth, Is. 

Stars for a Light by Night. Words of Heavenly Comfort 
for the Suffering Children of God. By the Author of " Daily 
Thoughts for the Young." 32mo, sewed, 3d. 

" This little hook will he instramental in healing many broken hearts. It de- 
•aenree, and will doubtless have an eztenaive ciicuktion.'* —Christian World, 

flTOtTftHTON. — Philip Doddridge ; his Life and Labou A 
Centenary Memorial. By Bev. John Stoughton. Secona 
Edition, with Two Engravings, fcap. 8yo, cloth,. 23. 
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SsMBow. — Uxdia aAd Ohristian Miasiosis. Bj' Ber. 

Edward Storrow. Fcap. Syo, cloth, 28. 6d. 

The Eastern Lfly Gktthered; a Memoir of Bala 



Skoondore Tagore. With Ohserrations on the Position and 
Prospects of Hindoo Female Society. Second Edition, much 
efnlatgdd^ 18mo, cloth. Is. 6d. 

I SiBATTEv.— The Scriptural Argument against Apos- 

. tolical Succession, in its Fabulous Genealogy, its Claim of 

i Supremacy for Peter, its Qraduated Scale of Ministerial 

I Orders, and its Perversion of the Bite of Laying on of Hands. 

; By Bey. Thomas Stratten. Pcap. 8to, doth, 4s. 

i " * 

TAB30TT0N.— The Bible and its History; the Makiuscript- 

Literature, Translation, and Early Printing of thie Saorod 

^ Volume. By the Bey. W. Tarbotton. 18mo, doth, gilt 

edges, Is. 

TsKFis.— The Christian's Daily Treasury; being a 

Beligious Exercise for Eyery Day in the Year. By the late 
Bey. E. Temple. Third Edition, 12mo, cloth, 5s. 6d. 



1 The Domestio Altar; or. Prayers for the TJte of 

Families for One Month. With Occasional Prayers and 
Thanksgiying. Third Thousand, doth, red edges, Ss. 6d. 

« This preeions volnme is food for the hjmgiy, Water for the thirsty, prayers 
for the million ; while its extraordinary cheapiMse plaoee it witiiin easy reacin of 
the day labourer."— JBri^uA Standard, 



— The Three Kingdoms ; with an Allegory. A Book 
for the Young. Fcap. 8yo, doth, 3s. 

The Teacher's Farewell ; A Parting Gift to Elder 



Scholars on their Leaying the Sunday School. Third Edition, 
18mo, cloth, gilt edges, 2s. 

•Tdcpson.— Memoirs of One Hundred Eminent Sunday 

School Teachers. With Two Essays : — 1st. On the Importance 

of Sunday Schools. 2nd. On the Office of Sunday Scfa^ 

' Teaching. By Eey. Thomas Timpson. Third Ilioiigand, 

18mo, cloth, 2s. 6d. 
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XocpBON.— The Youth's Key to the Bible; mdtadmg the 

JjTidences and History of the Sacred Books, toM. a H^ictumary 
of every Important Word in the Old and New Testaments. 
Adapted for the Use of Families, Schools, and Bible Glasses. 
Tenth Thousand, 18mo, Is.; eloth. Is. 6d. 



«— What have I to do with Missions? Exhibiting 

the Miseries and Degradation of the Heathen Nations, and the 
Duty of all to support Christian Missions. With Ten Engray* 
ings, 18mo, cloth, gilt edges, Is. 

ToLLEB.— Expository Discourses on the Epistle to the 

Fhilippians. By Bey. Thomas Toller. Fcap. 8yo, boards, 3s. 6d. 
The Unity of the Faith ; or, Jesus as the Manifesta- 



tion of GK>d in all Ages. Fcap. Svo, cloth, 2s. 

Voyages and Travels Bound the World. By Bey. 

Daniel Tyerman, and George Bennet, Esq., deputed from the 
London Missionary Society to yisit their yarious Stations in the 
South Sea Islands, China, India, etc. Compiled from Original 
Docmnents, by James Montgomery. Beyised Edition, with 
Twenty-six Engranngs, royal 8y6, 7s. ; clotb, 8s. 

WADDnrGTON. — ^Enunaus ; or, Commnnion with the Sayiotcr at 
Eyentide. By Bey. John Waddington. Fcap. 8yo, cloth, 4s. 



'— The Hebrew Martyrs ; or, The Triumph ofBzmoiple. 

J.8mo, cloth. Is. 

Wabd.— Autobiography of a Fugitive Negro ; his Anti- 

Slftyery Labours in the United States, Canada, and England. 
By Samuel Binggold Ward. Post 8yo, with Portrait, 5s. doth. 

*' A noble book by » noblo man— phTsieally, intdleotnally, and morally ; and 
we are sore it will meet with a noole reception by the liberty'loving tons of 
Great Britain. The story of hia life will speedily be read by tens of thousands. 
It is a Yolome of deep and romantic interest/' — Chriitian Weekly Newt, 



Wight. — Gtenesis and Geology ; a Beoonciliation of the Two 
Records. By Bey. George Wight. Fcap. 8yo, doth* 5a«> 
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WzcLiAMs.— A Narrative of Missionary Enterprises 

in the South Sea Islands; with Bemarks upon the Natural 
History of the Islands, and the Origin, Languagesy Trac&tions,. 
and Usages of the Inhabitants. By Bey. John Williams, of 
the Loudon Missionary Society. Beautifully Illustrated^ 
Forty-fifth Thousand, poet Svo, cloth, 8s. Cheap Edition^ 
royal 8to, 28. 6d. ; doth, '8s. 6d. Oxiginal Sto Edition, in 
morocco, 2l8. 

(De Slbweb).— The Basis of the Evangelical 

n • ^^ J i» fWtf 1 • J 1 A. at A • • TT 



AlHance; a System of Theology without Sectarianism. In 
Eleven Discourses. By Bey. J. De Sewer Williams. Fcap.8yo, 
doth, 8s. 6d. 



Mutual Christianity; or, the Duties of Christians 



one to another. 18mo, Is. $ doth, Is. 6d. 



— The EUstorv of Nonoonformity &om the Act 

of Uniformity. A Lecture at the Eingslaud Congregational 
Oiurdi. Ecap. sewed, 6d. 



(Jas.)— The Way to Life; the Great Question Answered.. 

By Bey. James Williams. ISmo, sewed, 6d. 

Wilson.— Brands plucked from the Burning; and 

How they were Sayed. By Bey. J. H. Wilson, Secretaiy of 
the Home Missionary Society. Small 8yo, cloth, |)rice 8s. 

*( The book is replete with great principles, interesting anecdotes, instmotiTe 
and pathetic incidents, earnest exhortation, wamine, and enoonragement. It is 
one whidi ought to be read by all, without regara to sect or par^, fi>r it is 
wholly catholic."— JBri^ik Standard, 



— (S.)~A Narrative of the Greek Mission; or, 

Sixteen Years in Malta and Greece. Including Tours in 
the Peloponnesus, in the ^gean and Ionian Isles, etc. By 
Bey. S. S. Wilson. Second Thousand, lUuBtrated, Qro, 
cloth, 12s. 



— (T.)-~A Memoir of .the Life and Character 

of the late Thomas Wilsoi^ Esq., Treasury of Highbury 
College. By his Son. Second Edition, with Portrait 8t(H 
doth, 8s* 
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A Word to Inquirers on the Question of Baptism. 

An Exposition and Defence of Infimt Baptism. 18mo, sewed, 
price Sd. 

Waite.— The Hallelujah Tune Book. A Collection of 

395 Choice and Standard Tunes, Ancient and Modem, to- 
gether with 63 Chants, 4 Sanctoses, 2 Doxologies, an Anthem, 
an Ode, and 2 renderings of the Te Demn Laudamus. Selected, 
Composed, Arranged, and Edited by Ber. J. J*. Waite, and 
Hefiry John Gbtuntlett^ Mns. Doctor. 

The work is published in Four Parts or Yblomes, each con- 
taining upwards of 100 Tunes, Chants, etc. 

Parts I., II., III., and lY., can be had separately, or bouid 
together, at the following prices : — 



Parts I. to 
lY., ea<^ 
Vocal Score, with Instrumental Acoompani- s. d. 

ment and Words, fine paper, handsome 

cloth boards, gilt ... ... 5 

Vocal Score and Accompaniment^ with 

Words, limp cloth 8 

Vocal Score, [Figured in accordance with 

Mr. Waite's System] limp cloth 2 

Treble, Alto, Tenor, or Bass Vocal Parts 

[Figured] limp cloth each 1 



The4Parte 

in oncYol. 

£ s. d. 

10 

12 

8 

4 



— The Original Sdition of the abore, containing 100 
Classical Tunes and Chants, and Two Essays on Psalmody. 
By Bey. J. J. Waite^ and John Burder, XM. 28.; dow, 
2s. 6d. 



Hymns for the Tunes in ** The Hallelujah." 



A Hymnal containing a suitable Hynm for each Tune in that 
Selection, with Canticles for the Chants, etc., etc. In Four 
Parts, at 9d.; gilt edges. Is. each Part: or, bound in One 
Volume, 3s. ; gilt edges, 4s. 

Instructions in Psalmody. Written in the Form 



of Directions for the Teacher of a Class, and intended as a 
Companion to the Original Edition of *' 2^ SaUeluJah; *' the 
Treble Melodies of which it contains, doth. Is. 6d. 



Memoranda for the me of Singbg Classes. 6d. 
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^MISSIONARY SERMONS. 

Africa ; or, Gospel Light Shining in the midst of Heathen Dark* 
ness. A Sermon Preached hefore the Directors and Friends of 
the London MiMionsry Societj. By.Bev. Bobert Moffat. Is. 



^'s GonaeoTfttioii and Ours. Bj Bey. H. Allon. 6d. 
CQiristiaiiity in the East. By Ber. W. Buyers. 6d. 
clod's Purpose and Kan's Opportunity. By Ber. 

Aletaoder Baleigh. 6d. 

Indifferencey a Sin in the Cause of Christian Missions.- By 
Ber. James Spence, D.D. 6d. 

ICasionary Triumphs the Work of God. By Bev. 

T. Aveling. 6d. 

Kot your Own. By Bev. B. Mellor. 6d. 

Princes of Earth; or, Christ's Kingdom Ferpetoated by 
Succession, and Adyanced by Superiority. By Key. Samuel 
Martin. 4d. 

The Advancement of Nations from the Barbarous to 

the Ciyilized State. By Bey. J. J. Freeman. 8d. 
The Desire of all Nations. By Bey. Wm. Landels. 6d. 

The Fathers and Foimders of the Iiondon Mission- 

aiy Society. A Tribute of Bespeot. By Bey. J. A. James. Is. 
*T1ie Land of Sinim. By Bey. Jamea Leggd, D.D. 6d. 
The Oath of G-od a Pledge of Missionary Success. 

By Bey. George Smith. Is. 

The Offering of the GentUes. By Bey. Dr. Caims. 6d. 
The Spirit of God in the Conversion of the World 

By Bev. Thomaa Archer, D.D. 4d. 
The Testimony of an Enemy. By Bey. Dr. Parker. 4d. 
Thp Unknown Ck)d Bevealed. By Bev. J. Parsons. Is. 
Touthflll Piety. By Bey. James Parsons. '8d. 
Whfkt Hinders P By Bev. Alexander Thomson, D J). 6d. 



r- ttt 
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MISSIONARY BOOKS FOR THE 

YOUNG. 



Missioiiary Stories for the Young* In a Packet oontain* 
ing 25. 1b. 

Madagascar and its Martyrs. With fiye EngrayiiigB, 8d. $ 

doth. Is. 2cL 

The Children's Missionary Hymn Book. IcL 
Mary Gutzlaff, the Blind Chinese Girl. id. 
Lucy Gutzlaff, the Blind Chinese GlrL Id. 
The Little Girls' Missionary Meeting* Six Sogrmngs, 

3d. 
African Stories. By Bey. B. Moffat. 2d. 
Letters of the Late Bev. Samuel Dyer (Miaaonaxy to 

the Chineee) to hia Children. 2d. 
The Banished Count. Bj the Author of **Peep of Day." 8d. 

A Little Gtom from. Ladia added to the Biddeemer's 

Diadem. An Account of Jane Taylor. 8d. 

The Missionary Ship " John WOliams.*' Her History ; 
Yaledictory Services ; Yoyage down the Biver, etc. With an 
Sngraving, 6d. 

The Betum to England of the Missionary Ship 

'* John WiUiama." An Account of her Voyages during Three 
Years, as related by Captain Morgan, and Bey. Meesrs. Barff, 
Buzaoott, and Mills. 6d. 



MAGAZINES. 

The Christian Witness and Church Memben' Magazine. 
8d. ; yearly yolumes, 4s., cloth. 

The Christian's Penny Magazine and Friend of the 
People. Id. ; yearly yolumes, Is. 6d., doth. 

The British Mothers' Family Magazine. 8d.$ yearly 

yolumes, 4b., doth. 

The Juvenile Missionary Magazine. id.$ yearly 

yolumes, Is., doth. 

The Missionary Magazine and Chronicle. Id. 
The Jewish Herald. Id. 
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CATECHISMS. 



The Assembly's Catechism... 

Ditto, with Proofs ... ... 

Wotts's First Catechism ... 

— — — Second ditto ... ... 

■ Ditto, ditto, with Proofs ... 

— — Historical ditto ... 



78. 


4d. 


per 100 


128. 


Od. 


ditto 


58. 


6d. 


ditto 


58. 


6d. 


ditto 


12s. 


Od. 


ditto 


78. 


4d. 


ditto 



The Photographic Gallery of Independent Ministers. 

2s. 6d. each, post-free, or, in gilt frames, 5s. . 

Splendid and life-like Portraits of the following Ministers are 
alreadj published : — 



Eey. Dr. Srowo. 
Dr. Boaz. 
J. Campbell, D.D. 
E. Dayies. 
J* Dickinson. 
B. P. Erlebach. 
W. J. Gardner. 
H. J. Gamble. 
G-. Gogerly. 
J. Harrison. 
John Hay. 
E. Jones. 



1} 



Eey. F. Jones. 
F. Neller. 
J. S. Paton, M.A. 
John Bayen. 
J. W. Eichardson. 
John Eogers. 
J. Gt. Eogers. 
Dr. Eees. 
George Smith. 
Joseph Steer. 
Samuel Steer. 
S. T. WiUiams. 



» 
n 

>» 

99 

}9 
it 



Also beautiful Album Portraits of the following, price Is. each, 
post-free for thirteen stamps ; — 



Eey. Pr. Boaz. 
Dr. Brown. 
Dr. Campbell. 
E. P. Erlebach. 
H. J. Gktmble. 
J. Harrison. 
J. Hay. 
W.Hill. 
T. C. Hine. 
E. Jones. 
Palmer Law* 
Dr. Massie. 
Eobt. Mo£fat. 



99 

>l 
>• 
99 

n 

99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
9> 



Eey. F, Neller. 

J. B. Paton, M.A. 
G-. Pritchard. 
Dr. Eees. 
J. W. Eichardson. 
J. Eogers. 
J. G. Eogers. 
G. Smith. 
W. Tarbotton. 
J. Thomas. 
G-. Wilkins. 
S. T. Williams. 
John Williams. 



99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
99 
)9 
99 
99 
99 
99 
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